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him. This means that 2,200 people have the
right to attend these meetings free. Mem-
bers can understand why the attendance is
sometimes largre.

Hon. J. lDuffell: That is only half the
average attendance at the meetings. What
are you inferring?

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: 31r. Duffell
is the last member who should interject with
regard to racing or trotting, because he does
not know the game from shinty.

Hon. J. Duffell: Quite true.
H-on. H. A. STEPHENSON: Of the at-

lendance at the trottinig meetings, from 60
to 65 per eent. is made up of girls and
women, aged between 17 and 75. That is
not much to be proud of.

1-ton. E. B. Gray: What is your authority
for that statement?

Bon. H. A. STEPHENSON: The major-
ity of those are wage-earners. If Mr.
Kitson, Mr. Gray , or Nir. Brown would go
to a trotting- meeting and go behind the bar
between 9 and 10 o'clock, they would see
more drunken women than at nil the other
day sports meetings in the State put to-
gether. I defy anyone to contradict that
statemecnt.

Hon. 117, II. Kitson: What were you
doing behind the bar?

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: What would
the hon. member think I was doing? This is
a fact.

The PR.ESIDENT: I take it the hon.
member is connecting all this with the second
reading.

Hon. HI. A. STEPHENSON: Yes. Rac-
ing- at Kalgoorlie is practically dead, and it
is almost impossible to carry on there.
Boulder and Kalgoorlie each have a beauti-
ful racecourse, and they have had to get per-
mission from the controlling body to allow
them to reduce their meetings practically to
picnic meetings.

Hon. J. R. Brown: These are galloping
mieeting s.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: The largest
prize is now in the vicinity of £30. That is
no good to anyone. People cannot afford
to train horses and run thean for such small
prizes. Trotting there is in an even more
precarious position. The old club had to go
into liquidation because of its financial diffi-
culties. I have *ten the Chamber sufficient
to show members that it would be unwise
to increase the racing- dates in the metro-
politan area. I appeal to them not to vote

for the Bill. I hope they will endeavour to
protect Fremantle against itself. I am satis-
fied that the majority of people in the Fre-
,nantleq, North, Sonth and est, are not in
favour of trotting, and I hope members will
protect them from it. I say this in all sin-
cerity after an experience of 35 years of
the game.

Hon. AV. H. Kitson: Which game?
Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: Of the rac-

ing business.
Hon. E. H. Gray: And you still continue

to go to racs.
Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: That is my

concern. To-day there are mcn and women
i,1 Fremnantle who are happy, contented, and
satisfiedl with their lot, but if permission be
given to hold trotting meetings there, they
will live to curse the day when the Bill was
passed. I intend to vote against the second
seadinz.

On motion by Ron. .1. R. Brown, debate
adjourned.

H~ouse adjournsed at 5.54 p.m.

Thursday, 19(h November, 1925.

Questions: Domestic servants .. .. ..
Railway construction, Pithara Eastward ..
Espanoade Pair Grounds, lease ........ ...

Anal Estimates: Votes and Items discussed
and concluded .. .. .. .. ..

The SPEARER took the
p.m., and read prayers.

PAOS
2020
2030
2030

2030

chair at 4.30

QUESTION-DOMESTIC SERVANTS.

Mr. STUBBS asked the Mlinister for
Lands: 1, Is he aware that the domestic ser-
vant question is very acute in the country
districts? 2, If so, would it not he possible
to arrange for a number of girl migrants to
be sent froma England under the migration
agreement?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: replied:
1,I an' not aware of it, but have been in-

formed there is a scarcity. 2, Tfhe State
requisition to Australia House, London, has
never been filled, it being impossible to
secure the nuimber required.

Mr. Stubbs: There are dozens of people
ill different parts of the State who want
domestics but cannot get them.

Trhe MINISTER FOR LANDS: We can't
get them either.

iMr. SPEAKER: Order!

QUESTION-RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, PITHARA EASTWARD.

Mr. LINDSAY asked the Premier: When
will the Railway Advisory Board'st report on
the district east of lbithara be a valable?

The PREMIER replied: It is hoped that
the report wvill be available within the next
fortnight.

QUESTION-ESPLANADE FAIR
GROUNDS, LEASE.

Hon. G. TAYLOR (without notice) asked
the Premier: Has the Prenmier any ob-

jecton t laigo the Table of the House
the agreement between the Government and
the lessee of the "White City' " groundsl

The PREMIER replied: So far as I know
there is no objection.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1925-26.
in Comm it tee of Supply.

Resumed fromt the previous day; Air.
Lut[cv in the Chair.

Departnment of the Ntorth- W-est (Ron. J. Al.
Drew, Minister; Hon. S. T47. Munsie, Hon-
orary Minister, in charge of the V otes).

Vote - Department of the North-West,
£919,816:

HON, S. W. MUNSIE (Honorary Alm-
ister-Hannans) [4.35] : Inl Submitting the
Estimates for the North-West Department, I
take it, in view of the three hours' debate
on the motion for the appointmenlt of a
Royal Commission to inquire into matters re-
biting to that part of the State, there is not
much necessity for dealing at length with
the subject onice more.

Hon. 0. Taylor : They were claiming
that no money was being spent there and
nowv vol are going to showv that money has
beeni spent there.

li1on. S. W. AIUNSIE: Nevertheless there
are some matters to which I desire to draw
attention in connection with the North-West
Department. While it is not a big branch
of the Government service, it certainly has to
cover a large area.

Hon. G. Taylor: But it is an important
department.

Ion. S. IV. ?.HNSJE: Yes, and has done
a fair amount of work as well. While as-
sisting all other departments, it is primrily
charged with the maintenance of jetties and
harbour works, tramways and rolling stock,
goods sheds, harbour lights, beacons, and
buoys as wvell as the maintenanee of stock
yards, cattle races, and' foreshore protection
wvorks. All public buildings there come with-
in, its control, including both State and
Federal buildings, while thle stock routes, to-
gether with wveils and watering places, have
to bt looked after. Jurisdiction is exercised
over 13 road boards, one municipality, and
six water boards. This involves the auditing
of the books of those boards, as well as of
vermin, health and cemetery boards. The
control of the renting of all public build-
ings has also to be undertaken. The de-
velopment of tropical agriculture and the
care of the aborigines also form part of
the departmental functions. The Revenue
Estimates provide mainly for administration
and maintenance, while there are several
portions reltiffn to the aborigines
and the Aloola, Bulls, cattle station. New
works are charged to loan and will be the
subject of discussion when the Loan Esti-
mates are presented. Although the expendi-
lure from rev enue is small the total expendi-
tune in the North from revenue, loan and
the Property Trust Account is nearly
£60,000. The department employs 80 per-
sons, 16 of whom are in Perth. I take it
that that is one of the matters that caused
some complaint.

Mr. Teesdale: And there are two depart-
mients as well.

Hon. S. W. MIUNSIE: As compared with
the expenditure for 1924-25, the Estimates
P~rov'ide an increase of £811 for the North-
West, and £1,678 in respect of the aborigines.
Last year thle whole vote was not expended,
but it wvould hav-e been practically exhausted
hadl aill the outsalnding accounts come to
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hand within the financial year. Of the in-
creased vote, £729 is in respect of changes
in the stall, increases to officers under the
Public Serviee Art, prnvision for long ser-
vice leave, and an increase in the district
allowances. The number of officers em-
ployed remains the same as before. I have
a statement git ing the details of tile various
items and if any hion. member desires to
peruse it, he may do so. It has been de-
cided that in future the Medical Department
shall be, charged with the care of leper
patients, while the Aborigines Department
will look after the eases of venereal disease.
As to the leper eases, when I first took
charge of the Health Department I found
that this was a pretty sore point. The late
Government entered into negotiations with
the Commonwealth Government for the pur-
pose of having what they called a leprosy
survey of the North-West. The services of
anr expert, ])r. Cook, were secured and ar-
rangements were made with the Common-
wealth Government for him to visit the State.
About five weeks after the present Govern-
ment took office, Dr. Cook arrived, but there
was nothing provided in the Estimates for
expenditure in connection with his investi-
gations. We had to find the money necessary
to enable him to travel through the North-
West. I mnay explain that the Common-
wealth Government paid his salary and we
paid the expenses.

Hon. G. Taylor: And the expenses
amounted to more than the salary.

Hon. S. W. 3WNSTE: I believe the ex-
penses totalled £481. 1 believe Dr. Cook's
report has been presented to Parliament and
it shows that hie did very good work. I am
pleased to say that the conditions he found
in the -North-West did not bear out the
assertions that had been made to the effect
that the North-%% est was full of leprosy.
He did not find that leprosy was anything
like as prevalent as some people had antici-
pated. The report of the Aborigines De-
partment for the year ended 30th June last
is already before hion. members. Although
several matters uinder that heading- will come
up for discussion when the Loan Estimates
are presented, certain works may be re-
ferred to now. I propose to give a brief
history of the works that are proceedinz so
that members will appreciate that sornethinT
is heinz- done in the North-West. I heard
a good deal of criticism last night and sat
quietly throughout.

Hon. GA. Taylor: You knew that you had
the gunr loaded for to-day.

Honl. S. W. MENSIE Not at all. Re-
garding the jetty at Pt. Sampson a sug
gestion has b~een made that the old jetty
should be restored, and that mnatter is re-
ceiving consideraition.

Mr. toverley: You would not call that
consideration extended to the North.

lion. S. \V. MUNS.IE: No, but if tire
lion. mnember will only wait 1 will give him
some information as to what is hbeing done
in that part of the State. Before anything
is done in connection with the Pt. Sampson
jetty we )trust havc more informat ion than
is at our disposal at presen t, to hell) us de-
tidle whether we should rep~air the old jetty
or build a new one. Until that in formation
is available, n money wvill be spent on that
wvork except that involved in getting the
information. Regarding the Port Hedland
water supply, for the p~ast year the North-
West Department has been investigating the
possibility of obtaining a supply fromt the
Turner River. The englineer in charg-e has
reported that further testing is required be-
fore a definite decision can he arrived at.
It is intended to continue operations until
the position has been made clear in respect
of the supply and quality of water avail-
able. I have heard it stated that an ample
supply is available. 1 verified the informa-
tion 1 have g-iven to the House during- the
day, and was informed that testing and bor-
ing had been going on for 12 months. They
can get a fair- supply, but two points re-
main to be decided. It has to be determined
whether after the water has been drawn off
for some time, the supply will become salt.
Certainly that must be determined before
any considerable expense is authorised.
Thenr again "-e have to be sure that a suiffi-
cient stippl ,y ib available to enable puraping
to lie continuedi. Be~arding the Beadon
water supply, the cost of this work is esti-
mated at £2,800. Approval has been given
for procecdini' with the work, provided that
satisfactory financial guarantees arc forth-
Coaling. In that event the Government pro-
piose to hand the works over to the Ashbur-
ton Road Board, acting as a water board.
A contract has been let for an artesian bore
to increase the Broomne water supply and
the work is now in progress. That will
mean some expenditure. At Beadon public
buildings completed comprise police station
and quarters and wharfinger's quarters. The
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hospital is about to be removed from the
old town and re-erected in the new. New
resident mag-istrate's and district medical
officer's quarters Nvill shortly be provided,
and approval has been given for erection
of a school building. The Beadon tramway
from the jetty to the goods yard has been
completed, and so also have the goods shed
and appurtenances. A lazarette at Cossack
has been erected comprising accommodation
for an orderly and matron in charge, nurses'
quarters, white patients' quarters and a
small ward. The lepers are already in oc-
cupation. I do. not think I need discuss
that further.

Mr. Teesdale: Do not rub it in more than
you can help!I There has been too much
of it.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: The department
received considerable criticism because they
did rot make public their intentions. I con-
fess to being a novice in the customs of
aborigines, but my advice was that had I
made public our proposals and they had
become known, particularly in Derby, some
of the patients who were not too bad to be
allowed a certain amount of freedom would
have disappeared in the bush. That is the
reason why our proposals were not given
publicity. The Government are carrying
into effect the recommendation of Dr. Cook.
I admit that the doctor preferred to con-
centrate the lepers on the island outside of
Derby. The Commonwealth Government
were contemplating building a Iarette at
Darwin, and we approached them with a
view to co-operating with them, the State
to pay so much towards the building of the
lazarette, the idea being to have one lazarette
for the Northern Territory, North Queens-
land and the North of Western Australia.
'While the Commonwealth agreed to the pro-
position to some extent, I and the officers
of' the department were satisfied that to wait
for the Commonwealth would mean 10 years'
delay. The report we received first of all
was that tile Commonwealth would not agree
to flnalise the matter until Dr. Cook had
made a survey of the Northern Territory,
similar to the survey he made of the north
of Western Australia. At that time the
Commonwealth did not know where to find
Dr. Cook. Therefore the proposed lanarette
at Darwin was pretty indefinite at that time.
Since then we have been informed that Dr.
Cook has been commissioned to make a sur-
vey of the Northern Territory. We have

had no definite information when it is likely
to be completed. Consequently we took his
second proposition, namely, that if the State
intended to control its own lazarette, it
should be situated at Cossack. That has
been done. Regarding the Derby native
hospital, the old white hospital is to be
altered for use as a native hospital, and
two small wards are to be provided, imnmed-
iately. The old place that was used as a lat-
arette is to be demolished with a firestiek.
It is of no further use.

Mr. Lindsay: Is it insured?

Ron. S. W. INSIE: We are not look-
ing for insurance from it. As to the Coin-
monwealtl, and State grant for roads,
£10,350 was provided late last year, of
which £C4,308 has been carried forward to
this year, and a further provision of £10,000
has been made. Thus the department have
£E14,S08 to be devoted, to road work this
year. Operations are already in progress
at 14 centres. The crossing over the Ord
River, near Ivanhoe Station, is under con-
struction. That is on the main track to the
Northern Territory, and it also leads to the
southern Kimberley country. Tropical agri-
culture is likely to receive a considerable
imp)etus this year by the opening up of some
300,000 acres of land in the vicinity of
Wyndham. This is the land that was re-
ported on by a committee of experts a little
time ago. A scheme of settlement has been
mapped out and, to enable settlement to take
place in the near future, surveys have been
made. Although the production of cotton is
small, it is increasing. In the 1923-24 season
5,656 lbs. of seed cotton were produced,
while this year it is expected that 31,360 lbs.
will be forthcoming. Last year a smnall gin-
ning machine was purchased and installed
at F'remantle, where this year's cotton will
be treated before being despatched to Liver-
pool1. Although last year's cotton was re-
garded by the officials as being of inferior
quality, when it arrived at Liverpool the
price obtained was higher than that of
American "'middling" cotton sold in the
same month, thus maintaining the standard
,set during the previous year when cotton,
forwarded for the British Empire Exhi-
bition, was valued at considerably above the
ruling market rate. Practically all this
year's cotton is ratoon cotton; that is to say
it was planted last year, pruned, and allowed
to produce again this year. The department
have agreed to purchase this cotton from
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growers at 4 d. per lb. of seed cotton.
Hitherto ratoon cotton has not come within
the range of the Commonwealth and State
guarantee, but for the 1025-26 season an
arrangement has been arrived at whereby the
Commonwealth and States interested will
offer a guaranteed price up to 5d. per lb. for
all cotton according to grade and length
of staple. Thus the vexed question of ratoon
cotton has been disposed of, and this should
further enconrage the rowing of cotton in
our northern areas. Ratoorj cotton has now
to stand on its erits, and apparently the
product of this State is of excellent quality.
With the opening up of new lands, it should
not be very long before a much larger area
is placed under cotton and tropical products
generally. Those who have been growing
cotton hitherto are already engaged in in-
creasing their acreage. A good deal was said
last night regarding the banana plantation
at Carnarvon. The department advise that
the present effort at Carnarvon is likely to
he successf ul.

Hon. 0. Taylor: That is on the south side
of the river.

Mr. Angelo: No, on the north side.

Hon. S. WV. NfUNSIE: At Carnarvon the
Norht Gascoyne Plantations Ltd. report
good progress in the growing of ban-
ana and other products. Some 4,500
banana suckers have been planted. The pro-
perty depends upon inligation from the Gas-
coyne River. A pump has been installed cap-
able of pumping 30,000 gallons per hour,
end the supply of water appears to be in-
exhaustible. The promoters of this enter-
prise are very sanguine of being able to
make a success of their venture. I hope their
expectations will be realised. Regardless
of past experience, these people are pre-
pared to have another try.

Mr. Angelo: For the first time we have
an expert who knows the job.

Hon. S. W. MiUiiSSIE: The advent of the
-new State steamer on the Fremantle-Darwin
run will be the means of considerably im-
proving the transport service next year, and
should fnrther assist in the opening up of
the country as a result of the more rapid
transport of goods. It was intended to name
the new steamer the "Boomerang," but as
there is a small harbour boat registered as
such, we have to find another name. When
this vessel takes up the running on the coast,

the North-West fur the first time will have
a boat suitable for the trade.

MR. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [4.57]: 1
do not intend to make much comment on the
small increase this year. I do not expect
the impossible; the Government not having
the money, we cannot expect to get it. Gen-
erally speaking, if they will attend to the
transport facilities and carry out ordinary
maintenance to public works that are. so es-
sential, we cannot complain much, but must
wait until some big effort is made through
London or the Federal authorities to deal
with this huge tract of country as it should
be dealt with. I am not prepared to go so
'far as did the member for Gascoyne (MNTr.
Angelo) yesterday in saying that Govern-
ments have done nothing for the North,
although I believe he did exempt the Onslow
jetty. I have a list of what they have done,
and I wish to dyie credit where credit is due.
'When a list is compiled of the actual money
spent in the North, it makes a pretty big
total, and we have to try to look at things
more from a general poi nt of view and less
from a personal p)oint of iiew. Sometimes
we get a little irritated when big sums of
money are spent in the South, but I suppose
requirements here arc more pronounced than
are oars. Until we get greater voting
strength and greater representation for the
North, I sup)pose wye shall have to be satis-
fled." The mneaber for Cascoyne apparently
would hold the Government responsible for
the decrease in the number of horses, cattle
and sheep in the North. It will take a good
deal of reasoning to make me accept that
view. The decrease is purely due to drought
and dogs, and if there is one district that has
been hit in the neck through those disabili-
ties, it is niy district. Not only have we lost
50 per cent. of our flocks, but we hare had
no rain. No one would whine that their mills
had been blown down and their humpies de-
stroyed so long as we got the deluge of rain
that generally follows these gales. As it is,
however, no place in Australia is suffering
more through the lack of rain than this part
of the State. The drought that started three
years ago in the Roebourne district is still
with us.

31r. Stubbs: And large numbers of stock
have been lost.

-Mr. TEESDALE: Yes. We have not
had, figuratively speaking, enough water for
a decent bath. The stock are dying around
the station homesteads. The poor brutes are
coming as close to civilisation as they can.
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They are hanging about the fences as if
someone could help theni in their starving
condition. The stock are too poor to get
away fromn the frontages. Mlany people dur-
ing the last drought spent money they could
ill afford and got into debt, to open up some
of tbe baick country as a standby. The
-tendency of everyone is to allow stock to
remain where it is more easily handled, lint
if it is left too long the stock become so
weak that they cannot get to the back coun-
try. Someone said we must try to help the
Northerner to bear his losses. We do not
want anyone to do that. No territory in
A ustralia is, whining less about its losses than
the North-West. There have been droughts
,and there have been good seasons. The
,people have had g-ood luck and bad luck, but
the bad luck of the last few years has nearly
broken their hearts. I was sorry to hear the
\%linister speak so emphatically about bridg-
ing over a coulple of gaps in the old Sanip-
a~on jetty. He seemed a little snappy about
it. It would enable my people to get to the
steamer, not without danger, but with or-
dinary comfort. They would'know that the
boat taking them out would not go down
beneath them, because it would give them
but a short run to the steamer. At present
women and children and other passengers
are being driven 15 miles over an execrable
road to the old. jetty with the gaps in it. They
are struggling over huge rocks that 'are
covered with green slime and nilloek,
and from there are clambering, into sniall
loats. Despite thme road from Roebourne to
Cossack, they prefer to use the old jetty
because they can see a reasonable chance
of reaching. the steamer safely. It. is an
awful ordeal to get out of the steamier.
Nearly all the vessels go out at night, for
they must leave when the tide serves, There
is an old puffing Billy with a coffee pot inside
hier in charge of three Greeks. They start
d]own thle creek with the passengers, and
when they reach the open sea this; puffing
Billy slops the water over the side. 1 have
seen women drenched while going- out to the
steamer. We know what it means to women
to appear decently when boarding a steamer.
To do this they unpack a little of
their gear to improve their appearance.
There is always a crowd hanging over the
aide of a steamer watching the new arrivals
and wondering who lives in this place. I
have seen these women soaked to the knees,
with their boots full of sea water and oily
bilge fromt the bottoni of the boat. That is

how they often have to climb 36 rungs of
a rope ladder. I should like to see some
of our Perth women doing that. These un-
fortunate women have their children passed
uip to them like parcels. We must have some
accommodation there. 1 (10 not care whether
it is an old or a newv jetty. These unfortun-
ate people must be enabled to reach the
steamer with some degree of safety. At one
time when I. went olf to a steamer we were
nearly capsized in the launch, and the
heathens in charge of her screamed like luna-
lies. As soon as we struck a big comber
and the water hit the engine, there was an
explosion of steam, and the swine in charge
began to tumble over themselves like nine-
pins until I made a few remarks to them.
Two or three women sitting in the stern
were drenched to the skin and also began to
scream. We had these conditions 3S years
ago; surely it is a disgrace that we should
have them still. Someihing should be done
qunickly for the women and children up there.
1 despair of getting a new, jetty, hut I think
the Governient should at once see that the
Commissioner has A survey wade. No doubt
my remarks will be treated as those of a
layman, but L say there is two-thirds of a
splendid structure that is a credit to t-he
State, ready for use, and it would be a
damned shame to scrap it. Only one or two
gaps require to he bridged. At the shore end
two-thirds of the jetty has not had a. splin-
ter out of it. There are 2'/2 miles of rails
that are just thrown over. Certain material
has gone, but there are thousands of pounds
worth of good road making material lying
within a few feet of the line. There never
was a place in Australia which bad such
wonderful natural facilities for the running
of a permanent way so quickly. The ties
are there as well as the fishplates. It only
requires straightening up and ballasting in
the ordinary way. Then we have 12 miles
of line which arc as good as the top of this
desk, and there is at large amount of rolling
stock deteriorating. This has cost a lot of
money and should be utilised. A good
driver and a good fireman are out of a
job, and they have been waiting for a long
time to see this 14 miles of line utilised.
Only a 21/2 mile stretch prevents this from
being done. If it cost tinder £C20,000 the
Government would he justified in carrying
nut the work. People must have access
to the sea. It is their only highway.
They have no railways to help them, and the
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sea is their road to thle markets. If we are
cut off from the sea we have no chamnce in
the world. I hate to think that our coastal
towns are gradually going down. I am not
despondent. I have mio doubt that even un-
fortunate Roebourne will come right again
so long as the people are not cleaned out.
If we do not get rain within thle next six
weeks we are done. Sonce stations have lost
60 per' cent, of their sheep. To replace their
losses with good breeders would cost station
holders up to 32s. per head, and they cannot
afford it. They must ble able to buy sheep
at a reasonable price in order to build upl
their flocks. They cannot afford to pany more
than they' will receive from their next yeair's
plip. It is comforting- to know that nothinir
call affect time value of this wvonderfuli heri-
tage. It does not mnatte,' how bad a drought
is. the value of the land rmains, If we hadl
two inches of rain the arass would begin to
g-row in a night. There is alway' s hope for
a place that has such wonderful recuperative
pow5ers. Down South two inches of rain
would do no more than water the geraniums,
but Lip there, if it came in the right way,
within two weeks hundreds of miles of calln-
try would lie covered with grass. God will
he good some time or other. Generally speak-
ing-, public works that were started in the
North by one Government have been corn-

pleted by the next. 'No particular credit,
therefore, is due to any one Government. .I
do not know of any instance in whbich the
Government have not carried onl works that
were started by a previous Government. T
wish to correct one or twoe statements that
have been made by the member for Gas-
coyne with regard to the Norhh. He has said
that the North is altogether neg-lected and
that no party has cared at rap about it.
That is not so. Parties have done what they
could according to the financial resources
ait their command. Thle Mitchell Govern-
nient carried to completion the Wynd-
hiam meat works, hut the credit for these
works belongs to our friends opposite.
There is an illustration of a Government not
sitting back and thus contributing to the
drawbacks of the North. As is well known,
the wvorks were run at a considerable loss,
which was charged to revenue. Not far away
front Gascoyne there was a fishiin venture.
The Government arranged facilities for that
curse to the country, the ship "Torrens,"
which I am glad to know w'as beached time
other day. The member for Uniscoyne over-

looked thle water scheme for Cartiarvon.
Every possible facility was given by the
Government to make that scheme a success,
and I do not blame them for the disaster,
which was simply due to the Jack of popula-
tion at the meat works, and the consequent
lack of consumption. Such a thing- cannot
hle helped. 'The tact remains that the Gov-
ernment made large disbursements, and that
oiing to lle works proving a failure the
wvater' was not used. Ali irigation scheme
WAS Suggested for that district, and I am
truile certain [lint the hon. member concerned,
%viti did his best, was justitied by tile out-
look at time time. le was mocst enthusiastic,

adinduced tile Govt'rm ent to send eng-in-
ec-is to the spot.

Air. Angelo: The work should have been
done by private enterprise.

The Minister for Land&: It i. only a flea-
bite.

MIr. TIEESD)ALEt: Tile pastoral leases in
time North were extended by the Wilson Gov-
ernanent. and that is a matter of -great inm-
jportatnce to the Gascoyne electors. Whether
the extension was righlt or wrong, it was
granted by' a Government, and the circum-
stance goes to their credit, whether they were
Labotir or National. A tropical expert made
anl exhanstive repmort onl the North, travelling
through from Carnarvon to NVy'adhalin. Two
cotton experts from Queensland were ap-
pointed lo investigate the conditions of the
Nort'Ih w iti a view% to co to n-gro' lug. It is
not the floverniment's famill that coittofl-g'owV-

in ailed1 teniorarilY. Reall y, there is no
Smelh word as ''faiure" aipplicable to cot-
topi-grniving-. I envy the ieinlti' for Kim-
berley lor his abilitY to get backwurds ari
forward, and take anl interest in those sp~len-
did crops in the North. Re will 'vet attain
fame as member for one of the best cotton
districts of the fgreat North-West. Hun-
dreds of thousands of p)ounds* worth of'
cotton will 'vet he grown in the North. No
deni'r was mnade to the ap pointmi ent of the
two expert, from Queensland. It k, regret-
tWile that there has mmot been an immnediate
rcsp)(n.,c. but still I do not i-egret one shil-
liniz of the ox penditu re, because now we have
at greamt deal more in format ion before uts.
The present Government have done splendid
work in g-ettinkg a litue slice of cotinitry classi -
fled and thoroughly known. A dj ustmnents
are being muade in zespent of tituampingl claims
for compensation, and we must expect the
floverunment to gel hack part of tile coan-
pensatioti iii the shape or rent 'or tilhe land
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that are to be thrown open. We cannot start
now to give away blocks of country in the
tropical North like packets of tea. There
must be some slight acknowledgment that
the Governmnent. are the owners of the land.
Moreover, regulations must be made for its
proper cultivation. Let us not have another
debacle such as we expcrienced at Derby.
Jetties, water supplies, and stock routes run
into a good deal of money every year. There
is nothing spectacular about them, and no
member in particular can claim credit for
having got them. However, they have to be
kept going, and their maintenance repre-
sents a big sum annually. Having regard
to the way some big steamers swing on the
jetties in the North-West, warping up against
the tide, it is no wonder that the mnain-
tenance of those jetties is expensive, It is
a shame that the vessels should be allowed
to do what they do. I have seen the Ger-
aldton. jetty come over three inchets while a
captain was trying to warp his boat in.
Those jetties were not built for that purpose,
but to facilitate the landing of passengers
and goods. Thanks to the State ships ther~e
has been a considerable reduction in the pas-
senger fares for women and children to and
from the North. I would also call attention
to the fruit regulation -which. has enabled
many a kiddie in the North to have more
than one apple at a time. Some of the cl-
dren up there regard fruit as a Christmas
luxury. The State steamers now land 40
lbs. of apples within a reasonable distance
of the coast for 5s. That is a fine recog-
nition of the position in the North. One
Government did their best to retain the four
North-West seats-I do not like to refer to
this, but we are supposed to have so few
scalps at our girdles-and hut fey that fact
the member for Cascoyne might not have been
so lucky as he is. I have a hard job to make
a list of the things that have been done for
the North, but not one of the items I have
mentioned can be denied. Moreover, tnnmer-
ous small amounts soon make many thous-
ands. There is a good deal of dissatisfac-
tion in the North regarding the Traffic Bill
and its application to large motor trucks.
That is not to be wondered at, as the North
depends on motor trucks to get tucker.

The CHAIRMAN: The Bill is before Par-
liament, and cannot he discussed now.

Mr. TEESDALE: A member of another
place commented on what be. called the un-
fair assessments of pastoral holdings close to
the coast line. I hare never heard such ex-

traordinary reasoning before. However, I
am always open to conviction. Having spent
mnuch of my time in the bush, I have natur-
ally deteriorated. I cannot make out, how-
ever, why a man should claim that his as-
sessment should be reduced because his station
is within five 'or six hours of the coast. The
mlember of another place to whom I have
referred made a complaint of the high as-
sessmient of properties adjacent to ports.
Had I been let loose on the assessments I
should, have hit up the stations adjacent to
ports, and should have had special regard
for the unfortunate people 2,50 or 300 miles
inland. It used to take one station all the
time from one shearing to another to get
its wool in. My sympathies are with the far
back stations which are under every pos-
sible disadvantage. Not long ago even an
accident to a wheel meant the sending.
out ot another team with tucker from
Ihe station. Undoubtedly the North is
suffering from isolation in its worst form,
from Jack of communication, and from the
high cost of labour. I am not detracting
from that labour. Its cost is not too high
in the North having regard to the
cost of living there. If we get more
population in the North, we shall have
more tradespeople and more competi-
tion; there will be a bigger spread
of supplies, and men will be enabled to live
more cheaply. Although they may be paid a
little less then, yet they will have a better
class of living and probably will be able to
save as much as they can save out of the
present somewhat high wages. Thanks to
past Governments and the present one, the
new port of Beadon is progressing most
favourably. I am sure members will not
grudge one pound of the money that has
been expended at Beadon. So far, that port
has had no facilities whatever. Mlembers
would not like to declare that the district
munst. receive no consideration, and that it
must go on paying 5s. on every sheep put
on the steamer. The length of the jetty was.
ahout the distance from Parliament House
to the earbarn, and the charge was 5s. for
every sheep going across that jetty. Then
there was a further charge of 7s. on each
sheep, and when the sheep got to Frenmantle
the agents began to make their charges. Now
the Ashburton has, figfuratively speaking, a
polished table, and merely asks for a
few chairs. to sit down on. The "chairs"
signify reasonable moad communication, such
as will enable the people of the North to get
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to the hardl roads 12 or 14 miles distant. It is
a great pity that *the North-West is cursed
with so many swamps. After one leaves Car-
narvon, there are swamps right uip to the
Kimberleys. So the North is handicapped
right from the jump. The people of the
North can never ask for anything on the
coast line proper without the Government
having immnediately to go into figures to find
rut hlow much it will cost to get to the coast.
Thousands of pounds have been suink there
in causeways, and they are always in bad
repair. The principal trouble up there at
present is that of housing. I appreciate very
much what the Treasurer did for Beadon in
faithfully discharging what, after all, was
only an implied promise made by the pro-
violls Treasurer. When the Government
took office,) the file had the written consent
of the 'Minister, bLn the Treasurer had not
put his name to it. That was relating to the
eadon Demolition and Reconstruction Vote.

However, whent I waited. upon the Treas-
ulrer hie agreed that it had to be done,
and T heartily thank him for his eon-
sideration. The tramway is now a going
concern, to the wondermont of the kiddies
up there. Only a little while ago I came
down on the boat with a girl 19 years of age
who had never seen either a railway train or
a picture show. So members will understand
the amazeement of the locally born kiddies
at the tram running down the splendid jetty,
which is now lit up by electricity at night
when the boats are alongside. What the peo-
pie there are now awaiting is the completion
of the reticulation scheme. During the past
three days they have had temperatures of
lli, 114, and 116. That is pretty hot. They

want to be quite certain that this reticulation
scheme will suffice for the hot season. We
hope the township will increase in popula-

LI.and I trustl the Government will enable
the road board to take over the scheme as
soon as possible.

H-on. S. W. Munsie: All that is awaited
is the guarantee.

Mr. TEESDAIE: And that will be forth-
coming. If I were in a position to do so, I
would gularantee it myself. We have uip there
tremendous river crossings that positively
cripple our road hoards. The huge expense
involved in replacing those crossings after
a flood is incredible. The water comes
down with a fearful rush, carrying
off hugec stones weighing 1 ewt. or more,
and sweeping them down like so much cot-

ton wool. The board attend to over a thous-
and miles of road, and have spent £2,400 on
the road to Beadon alone. So it will be seen
that they are perfectly ready to tax them-
selves. Rather than throw this new town-
ship on the Government's hands, they are
ready to devote a big slice of their money
to making the port a success, which it must
be as soon as it has communication with the
hard roads. At present, owing to the floods1
the connecting roads are almost impassable.
In 1J92 thle Onsl ow board's revenue was about
£1,000, while in 1925 it reached £4,851.
There is a splendid indication of the feeling
of confidence in the district now that it has
a jetty! The whole population of the dis-
trict is only 400, and they are a particularly
orderly and contented community. If any-
thing occurs to disturb the public safety, it
is generally the act of some imported man,
not the act of a local man. When, in in-
troducing the Estimates of the Mines Do-
partmcnt, the Minister for Mtines referred to
the boring that he hoped to carry out, it
struck me that there was a frigid silence about
the reefs in the North. Up there one finds a
couple of bunnired prospectors still bat-
tling away, and it -would be very encourag-
ing for them if the Government could lend
them a floring plant, or send up a smnall gang
to put down a fewv bores. Heaven knows what
might not he found, because there can he no
doubt that there is in the North huge quan-
tities of gold and other minerals never yet
discovered.

The Minister for -Mines: 'Why don't you
make application?

M.1r. TEESUALE: I have had one or
two unfortunate experiences lately, and in
consequence I have not much heart to go
back to the Mines Department, although I
have met with the very best treatment there.
T have been sold badly once or twice re-
cently, and I want the atmosphere to
clear before I go back for anything.
When I was introducing several depuitations
to '.%r. Hickey, the Honorary Minister, up
North, one particularly appealed to me. A
few men working on B4ead on Jetty asked for
some little consideration in respect of a
reduaction of rates on timber and galvanised
iron that they required for the erection of
some l ittle hum pies; for themselves. it
seemed to me a pretty hard position.
These men had worked right through
the job for two or three years. They
were tho-roughly reliable. The contractor
had given them splendid recommendations.
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They told me they wanted to stop up there
and get their wives and families with them.
As a preliminary they desired each to erect
a decent bumpy and floor it. Of course, for
themselves, they were sleeping practically in,
the Opel), and it cost them £C3 for freight
alone to get up sufficient planks to
floor one room alone. They were prepared to
pay for the timber and iron for the humpies;
all they asked for was a reduction of freight.
Of course I recognised the Minister's diffi-
culties, but I could not help thinking that
if something could be done collectively for
those men who want to make homes in the
North, it would be of advantage to the
North. Conditions up there are very hard,
and it would be fine if we could secure some
conceOssios for the workmen who want
to reside there. They see what is going
on down here; they see the workers'
homes, the soldiers' homes, and tho
group settlers' homes being handed out
freely, and they realise that there is no oon-
sideration whatever for them, not even by
way of a slight reduction of freight. That
is what makes this wretched class trouble.
After their day's work is done, those men
have nothing to do but discuss their griev-
ances, and so of course their grievances
become exaggerated. Last time I addressed
the House on the North-West Estimates I
related with great glee the establishment of
a. turtle factory up there. Now, in sackcloth
and ashes, I have to confess that it has
closed down. But it was not on account
of the raw product. There are still up there
countless thousands of turtles, arid they can-
not be stopped from multiplying. The comn-
pany were unduly weighted with administra-
tive charges that no new industry could
stagger under. There was nothing wrong
with the rent the Government charged them
for the fine factory prepared ready for them
to go into. It was a mere pepper-corn ren-
tal. Even then they could not make the
project pay, because they throttled it with
high administrative charges. I am glad to
hear that the Government have taken over
the maintenance of the road from Roehourne
to the Cossack port, the road that is called
locally the Causeway. I am thankful for
that because it was a perfect sponge so far
as the road board vote was concerned, ab-
sorbing a great amount of the board's very
limited means. Every now and then it was
found necessary to put down a few hundred
tons of ravel and it was necessary to cart
this over a distance of two or three miles.

There is an unlimited quantity of material
everywhere, but about te marsh there is
none, and it has to be carted. With
regard to the lazarette, the House
is awvare of what occurred. Whilst at
Derbyv I wired to the Government not to
do any stampeding and I assured them that
the matter was in the capable hands of two
competent medical men. I urged the Gov-
ernment not to allow themselves to be upset
by the little indignation meeting that was
hield, whlich meeting, by the way, had a rather
amusing finale. 1 suppose the Government
said "Teesdale does not appear to attach
much importance to the matter and as we
do not know where to put the new lazarette,
we will give it to him." Then they gave it
to me. Members can imagine the sort of
contract I had. When I met my electors
they asked rue what sort of a legacy I had
brought to them from the North. The
moment 1 arrived there one man said,' "If
the steamer comes down here with the lepers,
I will stand it off with a gun." I advised
him not to carry firearms, bitt the man was
so upset that I am confident I shall not get
his vote again. I thought the gun might
have been for me, but apparently it was for
the lepers as they stepped ashore. However,
nothing happened, and no one regrets now
that these unfortunate men are surrounded
with the comfort that is provided for them.
It does not cost much to keep the lepers.
Heaven knows they eat very little.. They
are very poor things indeed at eating; give
them a fishing line and they will sit in the
mangroves for hours and amuse themselves.
They do not cost the Government very much;
the cost of the lazarette will come from
having to employ the whites to look after the
lepers. Everyone will be glad to know, on
the authority of the representative of the
organisation interested in) the disease of
leprosy, that they are experiencing great
success from the latest method of treating
the disease. I am assured that between 20
and 25 per cent. of the patients can be dis-
charg-ed after having undergone the full
treatment. Tflere is therefore no cause for the
fear that was always expressed by the public.
The position is very satisfactory regarding
what was once considered to be a hope-
lessly incurable disease. Dr. Haynes, of
Broome, and Dr. Hodge, of Derby, recently
p)aid a visit to the lazarette, since when they
have stated that there are two patients in
that institution that could be released with
perfect safety. It must be satisfactory to
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everyone concerned to know that we have
medical men who can lay down a course
of treatment and that, in the short space
of two or three years, some JpuLietiLs can he
allowed to go without any risk. But in
deference to the public it has been decided to
keep these two patients in the lazarette for
another 12 months. That should be suffic-
ient to dispel all fear on the part of the
public.

Hon. S. W. 'Munsie: Under Standing
Order 112 it is permissible, by the wish of
the house, for a member to remain seated
whilst addressing the Chamber. Members
will agree that the member for Roebourne
is experiencing a difficult task onl account
of the state of his health in speaking to the
vrote; therefore hle might be permitted to
remain sePated-

The CHAIRMAN: By the -will of the
House the hon. member may continue his
remarks whilst seated.

Mr. TEESDALE: I thank members for
their courtesy. I have made reference to the
drought. which is still continuing in certain
parts of the lower North. Permit me to read
an extract from a letter which I received
only yesterday from a settler in that part
of the State. I think we can excuse his
adjectives. He writes--

We are having a hell of a time; drought
just about Iput me on my feet (with the swag
up). I am too poor to ride. We sheared
1,240 sheep last year, and 600 this year; 16
hales last year and a bit of a scratch to get
eight this year. Took up the country for five
years free of rent, but not free of rates. The
department cannot lose much by extending the
concession for another year, because the out-
side country is vacant. The Government never
got a cent from it since Western Australia
was settled.

The road board rates that these unfortunate
fellows arc expected to pay are a big handi-
cap. They are getting no return from the
place and existence with themn is dreadfully
hard. It is splendid to think that the
Government have given them the property
free of rent for five years, but something
might also be done to grant them immunity
from the payment of rates while they
are so hard hit. I know two other
men up there who have been positively
butchered hy the rates that have been im-
posed. Somc atf the road hoards are very
bard indeed, hut there are -others that are
sympathetic and considerate, In this case
the road board are willing to forego the rates
until the man can get going again, end until

he recovers from the staggering experience
of recent years. I am given to understand,
however, that the Government will not per-
mil. this course to be followed.

The Minister for Lands: 1 do not think
the G3overnment have the power to do any-
thing except to wipe off altogether rates that
may be outstanding. The board may do
something with the permission of the Min-
ister.

Mr. TEESDJALE: I hope that something
will he done because this particular ease is
UL hard] one indeed. The man took up out-
side co~intry and fenced it and sank wells.
le married a girl who camne direct from the

office of a large drug factory near London.
Fancy a girl coining straight fromn London
and going to the tropics! In less than
three months she was tugging at a windlass,
pulling muclk out of a well that her husband
was sinking. She continued- to do this until
the work became too heavy and then they
got a native to help them. That gives am
idea of the manner in which some people
have to battle in certain parts of the North,
and it seems a pity that, after having under-
gone such experiences, they should be driven
off their holding for the sake of a little sym-
pathetic treatment.

The Minister for Lands: The road board
have power to grant the help required.

Mr. Sampson: The Minister can approve
of the rates being written off.

Mir. TEE SDALE: I feel sure that if
anything can he done in a ease like
this, it will he done. The land was
III its Virgin state when it was taken
uip and this particular man has made a
station of it, and has suink wells and carried
out other improvements, and in doing so has
been assisted, by his wife. We hear a lot
ablout the -North not being a fit place for
women, but here is an instance of what a
woman is able ho do. What an antithesis in

.thiis case! F4romi a typewriter in London to
hulloeking work in the North-West of Aus-
tralia! We read a lot of libellous statements
that arc made about the North-West, but T
will not have the North represented to be a
wild, desolate end trackless waste, as some
people describe it. Most of the men who
talk that way go uip there perhaps to find
material for a book, or perhaps to take a
flm to display in some other part of the
world. Those are the people that (t the
North a lot of harm. We cannot expect
people to come from 'Homne to settle in the
NYorth when they read about possible attacks
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by nativ-es as soon as they land on a jetty.
We cannot expect anyone to go up there,
not even young Australians, if we permit
that part of the State to be described as
dangerous country. The other day I picked
up a book written by a West Australian
where the author, after describing hair-
breadth escapes and fighlts with natives and
desperate fights with dugongs and turtles,
finishes by saying, "If you offered me the
whole of Western Australia I would not
again make the trip I have just completed
under the same conditions." Did anyone
ever hear such rot as that printed in a book?
And such a book is sold at the exorbitant
price of 1s. Od. Imagine such muck being
printed about the North-West! I have been
over nearly every part that this fellow tra-
versed and can deny a lot that hie has written.
We can imagine him sitting in the stern of
his boat smoking a fat cigar contentedly,
and raeking his imagination. Whbat he
and others did wias to take the native crew
off the schooner, cover them with oil and
ochre and make them hold a corrohorce. All
those things are in this hook -which our
poor mnisguided countrymen in England buy.
The author goes on to say that he was the
exploring expert of a little band of Aus-
tralians. I say hie had never travelled a
yard in the North in his lif before starting
oul with this band. This exploring- expert
of "a little hand of Australians who had
been through the wild, uncharted North-
west" mnade his eonfession to a London
Press representative. Ere would never have
made it to anybody here. He was pretty
safe in making it to a London journalist.
He goes on to say that the party started
from Derby and, crossing King's Sound,
went into territory which is entirely unin-
habited except by wild natives and three
or four missionaries. I say that one could
find "Swan" beer bottles, blucher hoots and
empty jam tins in that district. The ex-
plorer declares that hie would never go there
again under the samne conditions, as he was
almost certain that lie would never return.
His ion-return is something devoutly to be
wished. A man who can put ou1t Such stuff
would he no loss. I will not have this
inulloek printed about the North without
raising my voice against it, because it
does the North injury. Oar North IS
looked upon in the same light as parts
of the Northern Territory, or as the
Ply River in New Guinea, where it
is hardly safe to venture forth without an

armed escort. Tosh like this should not
be inflicted on a suffering public. Then the
"iexplorer"' goes on to say that "the natives
will not attack you unless they mistake you
for someone else who has done them an in-
jury, and if they do make a mistake of that
sort-look out!" I once got a plug in the
eye in a crowd because a man took me for
someone else, bnt there is no such thing as
a native imagining lie knows a man and
attacking him. A native will know a man,
track a man, by a curl of the toe or a twist
of the heel. A steamer explorer, speaking
in another place on a clause in the 1920
Vermin Bill requiring the fencing-off of
water courses, pictures a station in the
North-West with a frontage of 100 miles
to a river-which is understandable--and
20,000 sheep hanging along a fence by the
river and 50,000 rabbits waiting at the same
time. Then he asks us to imiagine someone
coming along to open the gate and the sheep
andi rabbits rushing through together. I
never heard of anything like. it in my life
before. Why they ore waiting to go through
lie dloes not say. That description might
cause strangeCrs to this State to imagine that
our North is over-run with rabbits. That
is what annoys me. How is it possible to
catch up with such asinine mis-statements?
People who are thinking of sending their
sonls wit to buy pastoral propcrty in the
North would certainly: draw hack if they
heard of 50,000 rabbits waiting at a fence
like a queue at a theatre. The steamrer ex-
plorer in qJuestion only forgot to tall us
what would become of the man opening the
gate. I suppose lie would be smothered in
the rush! Why 3liould Western Australia
be cursed with this sort of thing? We have
enough handicaps in the form of droughts,
broken jetties, and hurricanes, without this
sort of thing, which will do us a lot of
harm. One cannot always catch up a mis-
representation with an explanation. I sup-
pose these remarks of mine will not get more
than a couple of inches in the local Press,
and T am thinking of writing a book en-
titled "MVisrepresentations of the North-
West." Another member of another place
said recently that we had lost thousands of
miners from our goldfields while we were
bringing migrants from England, and de-
clared that the first group settlement would
cost this country at least a million of money.

The CHAIRM1AN:- The hon. member
must not deal with group settlements on
this Vote.
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The 'Minister for Lands: We could start
a group settlement in the North under the
new agreement.

Mr. TEESDALE: 1 do ot want state-
mnents such as I have quoted to go forth
without contradiction. No one knows the
cost of group settlement. We have had
some wonderful intellects let loose on the
question, and the result is nil. Many state-
ments have emanated from those- intellects,
hut there is not much to back them up. Now
as regards the Collie coal industry, of which
we are justly proud.

The CHAIRMAN: How will the hon.
member connect that industry with the
North-West Vote?

Air. TEESDALE: At Yampi Sound
there is the largest deposit of iron ore in
Australia.

The CHAIRMNAN: 1 thought the hon.
member was speaking- about coal.

Mr. TEESDALE: I am criticising the
attitude of certain pleople who decry every-
thing connected with \Vestern Australia.
This member of another p~lace said the State
was paying an extra 6s. per ton for its
Collie coal in order that men and boys should
receive pay the -y never earned. That is as
good as the intrepid explorer of the track-
less wilds! The statement was made by a
man looked up to :tlmost as a deputy leader
in another place-he ougbt to be in the Old
Men's Home!l His statement will doubtless
cause a deal of trouble, and will prove expen-
sive to refute. It is interesting to note that
the member in quoition stated that At one
time he was connected with the Labour
Party. I envy the Labour Party the oppor-
tunity which enabled them to boot him
out. He says be was "pushed out, as most
good men have been." Every possible op-
portunity is taken by' certain people to de-
cry Western Australia, while other p~eople
do their level best to meet and expose those
lyving attacks. As a rule, the attacks em-
anate from individuals by whbom the State
hats done well. If they were disappointed
-men, life-long battlers ending up with the
proverbial thirty shillings, one could under-
stand their attitude. But these men ought to
speak well of the country, and should al-
ways he championing Western Australia,
because they and theirs have had splendid
times ever- since they have heen here, and
very little of the ;reslth they own to-day is
attributable to their own efforts; it is mainly
attributable to circumstances. When speak-
ing on the last Estimates I quoted certain

northern rates of wvages, which 'were ehat-
lenged, and I wish to take this opportunity
of putting myself right. 1 assure bon. mem-
bers that I never willingly btato here any-
thing that is not 2orreet. I have only just
obtained confirmatiun of the statements I
made lust session. On a certain station in
East IKimberley the cook is paid £14 per
month and keep, and] the blacksmith £20 per
month and found. Those rates are in ac-
cordance with the Darwin and East Kim-
berley award.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

M1r. TEESDALE: Before the tea adjourn-
mnent I was replying to an interjection from
someone on the cross benches to the effect
that I had misrepresented the position re-
garding the wages paid in the North-West.
Wage-s consftite such an important item in
the North that 1 am sure, you, Mr. Chair-
man, will allow me a little latitude if I refer
to them in connection with this Vote. I have
ascertained that there is what is known as
the Darwin and] East IKimberley award, and
that award is religiouisly adhered to. I find
from that, that the cook at a station gets
£14 a month and tucker; a blacksmith, £20
andl tucker; the general station hands and
labourers £12 a month and tucker, while the
station cooks get £C12 12s. 6d. a month if
there are over 13 sitters or;£13 2s. 6id. if there
are over 30 sitters. A station bookkeeper
and storemin gets £15 and keep per month,
while the plasterers, painters, and "brickies"
get £23 a month and tucker; the head stock-
man, £16 and keep, drovers £17 when on the
road with cattle, and £9 for the return trip.
If one man leaves the crowd, the rest share
his wkages -until that man is replaced. That
is quite fair.

Mr. Panton: Who made that award?
Mr. TEE SDALE. It is headed the "Dar-

win and East Kimberley rates," and is an
official document. There is one man whose
ability and wonderful knowledge I envy.
He is MrY. John Ourtin, the editor of the
"Worker." I cannot agree with all that he
writes, but there is no doubt that he can
write well about anything. I cannot
write much even when I have really
good stuff to deal with. I am certain that
fr. Curtin knows a lot about labour econom-

ics, and I do not know that anyone in Western
Australia could trap him. I am certain that
lie knows all that there is to be known about
the trade union movement in every shape
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and forma, but hie does not know very much
about the aborigines. I must take him to
task on that point, and I hope to discuss the
question with him. Unfortunately he, as
the editor of a newspaper, has been the re-
cipient of tales regarding some of those
ghastly things, those terrible crimes that
happen in the North and never hap-
pen in Perth. If a native is shot
the chances are that nine times out of 10 it
is a tribal matter. We never hear the ex-
planation, but some poor devil is carted
down south-unless a Commission is sent
north-at a cost of about £C200 or £300 to
be tried on a charge of murder. It is wrongo
to put the country to the expense of trials
in connection with cattle killing. I am cer-
tain that pastoralists ad others agree that
if the arresting policeman were to take his
stirrup leather off and give the offender four
or Ore cuts and keep him going- for a bit,
it would do far more good than bringing the
man down south for trial. I t is wrong
to say that natives are largely employed on
stations without payment. The editor of
the "Worker" should not say that. That sort
of thing is done to some extent, but I know
that some prominent station owners employ
from 15 to 25 men, who are splendidly fed
and looked after.

Mr. Coveriev: To which stations are you
referriing.?9

Mr. TEE SDALE: I will give the hon.
member the names outside. I do not wish
to trespass on anyone else's preserv~e. I have
been scarified for doing so, and I want to be
a bit careful. When we talk about the early
massacres of natives in the State, are they
without parallel in other countries? Nothing
extraordinary has occurred when we consider
the small number of happenings and the
large number of natives who are running
wild. It is a moarvellous record that we have
in the WVest, When I went North as off -sider
to Dr. Cook, I found that the first thing hie
did outback was to go early in order to
see what conditions the camps and blankets
were in and to ascertain whether the natives
had decent clothing and what sort of tucker
they had. The Chief Protector of Aborig-
ines asked inc to look into a few eases that
had been -reported to the department, and
some of them seemed to be terrible. One talc
was that a native's head had been cut off
and put in a bag. It was said that the police
native had been instructed to bring the man
in dead or alive, and that he had brought in
the native's head. I have not a brief for the

police, but I do not think any such words
were ever used. 1 should not be surprised if
the policeman, wearied out with chasing all
over the place on horseback and tired of it
all, had distractedly told the native that he
should get the offender in somehow. What-
ever happened the native was killed, but
neither the body nor the h-ead was seen.
The body was said to have been burnt.
It was said that statements had been
made by white men, and I went to several
of those people in order to make inquiries.
I found, however, that when I spoke
to them about it, they were very busy and
had a lob to go to somewhere further back!
I could not get any confirmation of bar state-
meants or tales told over a few glasses of
over-proof whisky wihen men were sitting
iroind the camp fire. I could get nothing de-
finite, and the result of the inquiry was
il. Then there was a ease where a native
was said to have been burnt. The details set
out in thme report were apparently a little
fiendish. When you have a sulky native,
and the crowd is ready to get away and this
particular native will not get up, what would
anyone do? He would do as he would with
a jibbing horse-light a little spinifex around
him, and then, up the sulky one gets, mighity
quickly. After all that is not so very seri-
ous. I had this particular boy stripped and
found that he had a few old burn marks.
They were not a quarter of an inch wide,
and had not suppurated. The skin was just
as healthy as that of an ordinary man. I
cannot help thinking, when I remember the
way such stories are received in the south
amid set out with embellishments, that Mr.
Curtin will be broadminded enough to say,
when he hears thle explanation, "I am glad
that is cleared up." Naturally when one
g-ets two or three of these tales, one after
thle other, one is apt to think that the north
is a terrible place. Without fear of contra-
diction T claim that the natives as a body
are better treated in Western Australia than
in any other part of the Commonwealth. We
hiave no right to be always comparing them
with ourselves macrely because there may he
one or two more mision stations in one of
the Eastern States where an ostentations dis-
play is made regarding the missionaries.
That sort of thing is all right but I know
this, that if a mission native dame round
our camp we saw to it that we put plenty of
daylig~ht between him and the camp in
double quick time. These mission natives aire
terrible pests. T do not say that all are
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pebts because I know that some are splen-
did men. The Beagle Bay Mission is an
illustration that anyone could profit by.
There we can see how splendidly the men,
women, and children are clothed, fed) and
educated. Then we have a man like the
Rev. Mr. Gribble, who night and day labours
on in the wretched, monotonous surround-
inigs with which he is confronted up 'North.
It is a desolate existence for such a man,
and no salary ib the world could repay him
adequately for his work. It is not a ques-
tion of salary, however, for there must be
something in the man's heart that enables
him to stay there year after year and con-
tinue with his work. I am not very good
on this Christianising business, and some-
times we have a few words about it when
we meet. If we feed the natives well, clothe
them warmaly in winter, don't spend a bean
on them in summer beyond providing a yard
and a half of unbleached calico and -watch
them to see that they do not run down, they
will be all right. The natives want windinmr
lip each m onth because they are apt to get
run down owing to -the fact that they are
overfed to an extent that they are
apt to get out of hand. I am afraid
there will be a considerable difficulty
to be faced regarding the natives, and
that is the question involved in the men
refusing to work on the stations. That is
decidedly a problem and I do not know how
it can he overcome. Indirectly we are re-
sponsible for it, for we have provided them
wvith splendid homes. They can fish in the
river, get all the beef they want, and twice a.
year go to the heart station to get sufficient
clothes to meet their requirements. Still, there
is no work. These men sit back and say they
will do no work. They point out that the
crowd down in the creek, for instance, are
nlot doing any work, and yet get tucker and
clothing; so why should they work? This
difficulty will have to he dealt with directly.
Bit why is so much made of the tales re-
garding- occurrences in the North? Have wve
no murders down South? Have. we not
heard of an unfortunate wife being cut up
into pieces and taken to the sani-
tary depot! Have we not heard of people
being shot down in public? The cases up
North are not such as can be compared with
what happens down South. Nine times out
of 10 the clashes up North arise from some
tribal law, and in nearly every iastance there
Is a woman MIxeI up in it. The average
black is rather sentimental about his woman,

and the natives have to he treated with re-
spect. They are to be approached in a
proper manner, but they will1 not have any-
thing or the piratical brigand methods. I
wrote to the North-West Department some
time ago drawing attention to the serious
position on the Tableland. I did not wish
to pose as5 an alarmist, but what I suggested
-12 months ago as a possibility has since
happened. One policeman tip there received
a very bad belting. He could not have
avoided it because he would have had to
shoot, and if he bad done so in order to
protect his own life, he would have been
lbrought down South and charged with mar-
der. We have some extraordinary regu la-
tions governing this question, because it ap-
pears that the police cannot take action to
defend themselves unless a native approaches
in a menacing attitude. For my part the
approach would be menacing the first time
the native came within sight. I would not
give him any chance to improve upon his
attitude. At Tableland from time immem-
orial we have lied a police station with one
policeman, sometimes two. However, they
have taken away the station and with it, of
course, the policeman. I brought strong
proof of the seriousness of the position be-
fore the Mlinister, and be did what he could
to alleviate it by providing the department
with a first-class motor bicycle. We hoped
by thiat to solve the difficulty. It never
occurred to us that the natives would immne-
diately see the vulnerable part of that
bicycle. They could get 1.5 or 20 feet off
thle road and shy rocks at the constable as
ho went by on the bike. Of course, on the
bike he could not chase them l0ft. away
from the road. Another bad feature is the
number of guns to be found amongst the
natives. That constable himself took 11
weapons from thorn. They gave him a pretty
liad doing, J0 or 12 of them tackling him
and hammering himi. Two of the biggest
employers of tabour have told me that the
position is becoming quite serious on account
of the number of men loafing about the bush.
Certainly it was very serious to find those
na tives with good 44 Winchesters.

Mrt. Coverley: Where did the niggers get
thlem?

'Mr. TEESDALE: Unfortunately, up
there are to he found men not above making
£2 or £,3 out of the natives, who, in the
season, are paid pretty good money for
shearing and the like. It is appalling to

2043



2044 [ASSEMBLY.]

think of the women and children along that
track of about 200 'miles with out any pro-
tection whatever. In the past the natives
have always recognised the presence of the
police station there, with its constable and
sometimes two constables. That station has
acted as a check on the natives. I must em-
phasise the necesity for having a constable
resident on the Tableland. When we had a
policeman there it was not neessary to ride
200 miles to Roebourne to give noti-
fication of some native trouble. Also
thoencnstable used to see to the old
pensioners, and distribute the tucker
from the department. When the natives
are giving trouble they must he followed
from the maiin road into the bush, and that
TablelanJT country iS extremely roughi. It is
always difficult to tackle those natives on
their own hunting grounds. Now I come to
a comparison of our conditions with those of
South A ustralia. We need not be the
slightest bit afraid of any Royal C~mrnission
to inquire into the administering of the na-
live population. The department has no-
thing to hide, nothing to be ashamed of. It
may be there are those who could suggest
something different in respect of the tucker
and the arrangements under which the na-
tives are allowed to camp on stations hut,
speaking generally, the department has no-
thing to be afraid of. Take some of the
South Australian native stations. Last
June on the Point Pearce station there were
227 natives, of whomi only 16 were full
blood. That is rather suggestive. There were
126 head of cattle, 4,213 sheep and 84 horses.
That station showed a profit of £C1,004. Of
course, it is a fine thing to ha close to a
railway siding whenice the manager can send
a truck of h orses down to Adelaide. On our
unfortunate station the manager can never
sell a hoof of stock. Members may say that
I would commercialise this institution;
but, surely, we should let the station try to
maintain itself as far as possible! If the
manager could. even pay interest on capital
it would he a very fine thing. Point McLean
station in South Australia showed a loss of
£3,005. There were on that station 244 half-
castes and .3S full bloods. The proportion
is ridiculous. At Koonibba station they have
149 half-castes and 65 full bloods. It has
been said that we ought to make our natives
work. But from the official report from
South Australia I learn that at this station,
owing to the unreliable nature of the native
lebonr the mission is compelled to reduce the

area for cultivation and substitute sheep.
Put a native on a brumby and let him gallop
about, and he is quite content, but be will
not fiddle around trying to learn ploughing
and scarifying and suchlike operations. He
wants to lie in the sun from 9 o'clock in the
morning. At any rate, the South Australian
mission people have found the native labour
not so adaptable as it is made out to be. Also
I ]earn from this report that the Aboriginal
Training Act has had to be suspended owing
to nativ e oblections.

11r. Coverlex: The Bolsheviks must have
got amiongst them.

iMr. TEESDALE: The natives would not
have the training. They would have their
high schools and modern schools, hut they
would not go to the casual schools, Of
course, some of them may have descended
from crowned heads, and so they would not
have anything to do with the Training Act.
In consequence, the South Australian au-
thorities had to suspend it. In any case,
there are in South Australia only 5,100 na-
tives, of whomn 1,166 are half-castes.

Mr. Withers: Is that evolution or revolu-
tionI

Mr. TEE SDALE: It is a very serious
problem, and it is increasing every year.
Last year South Australia spent nearly
£25,000 on its natives, but by sales that
amount has been reduced to £E7,632. Those,
of course, are the collective figures for all
the mission stations, to which the tourists
are taken that they inay have opportunity
for admiring the work being done. If only
1 could get permission for the member for
Kimberley (AMr. Coverley) to take his tour-
ists up North and rush the camps in the
early morning, I would take back all I have
said if there were found to he anything
radically wrong. There is nothing for the
Government to be ashamed- of in the way
our natives are being treated. We must see
that these people are protected. Sometimes
it is very difficult. Many members have the
idea, that to administer this huge department
from down here is quite absurd. Certainly
it should have its headquarters in Broome.
I must say a Word about the pearling in-
dustry. There are still a few boats working
out of one of my ports. It might interest
members to know that when I first went up
North there was no Broome. Cossack was
the port. I agree with what the member for
Kimberley said about the establishment of
a pearl shell factory. A 100-grain pearl was
recently fished in Cossack, butlIhear it waa
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a little discoloured, but what with the drought,
smashed jetty, and the lazarette one would
not expect to get a decent pearl. As I have
said frequently, we in the North do not
whine. All that we ask is that the Govern-
ment should give us reasonable access to the
boats on the one hand and the hinterland on
the other hand. We have a right to a per-
centage of the revenue we contribute to the
State, and we have also the right to take
exception sometimes to other electorates
getting more than a fair share of it. We
want a little of what we contribute. Those
people who always appreciate the gentlemen
who wear horn-rimmed spectacles will be in-
terested to know that the principal industry
in Western Australia is well and truly in the
bag, owing to the tactics of an Amer-
ican firm. It is positively in the
hug, and some of the pearlers can-
not move hand or foot. When the Govern-
ment had finished making advances and there
was no chance of the pearlers getting any
more from the Government, who had gone
down pretty heavily, this firmi came along
and gave them a small advance, but he bound
them down for three years or five years to
send the whole of their shell to New York.
It was a most deplorable thing to do. The
price of shell was dropping all the time.
These men received at small advance that did
not half compensate themt for putting the
shell on the decks of the luggers. Yet they
are tied uip to send their shell to New York,
where it is lying at the whim of that gen-
tleman who caught our people napping. At
the time the pearlers could not borrow any-
thing from the hank;, and this man had a
splendid run through. To-day those pearlers
are positively frantic; their shell is tied up
in New York, and very few sales are taking
place. Fortunately, the other day there was
a small rise of £2_0 per ton, bringing the
price to about £190 a ton. This man in-
duced our pearlers to forward all the shell
to New York, and there it stays until it suits
them to unload. He has deprived the pearl-
ers of the greatest essential, namely, compe-
tition. It is the competition of the dealers
and the manufacturers that enables these
men to get a decent price for their shell, but
this American is able to do exactly as he
likes. Meanwhile the advance has been ex-
hausted, and these poor devils are waiting
for balances. If they bad to live on the
balances obtained for the shell, they would
not make many trips south to bay motor
cars. When Mr. Hickey visited Broome, I

introduced a deputation to him on behalf of
the member for Kimberley (Mr. Coverley),
and. such a good case was made out that the
Government agreed to withdraw the applica-
tion of the Workers' Compensation Act to
coloured men afloat.

The Premier: And lately I received from
tile Consul-General for that nation in Syd-
necy a very strong protest.

,Mr. TEESDALE: I hope the Premier will
give us early advice of war, because I shall
need a good start. It is interesting to recall
how many of our settlers now living in ease
--some of them are pretty old and need a
little case-obtained their first start from
pearling. They could afford to give the
natives plenty of tucker and tobacco, and
pearling was novel work for the natives.
There were good gangs of them available
tW get the blell, and they raised it pretty
cheaply. The industry has been responsible
for giving many men a good start, but I
am afraid there has not been the same per-
centag-e of really good starts obtained from
the industry in the last 20 years as there
were in the olden days. On the other hand,
there have been a good many finishes in the
last 20 years. Anyhow, there are still hun-
dreds of new banks that have never been
worked, and many of tile old ones seem to im-
prove, except when bad blows or dirty
water causes the shell to be covered up.
However, the banks recuperate quickly. I
was interested to hear the Honorary Min-
ister's reference to the classification of land
in the Kimberley district. The member for
Kimberlev has an excellent opportunity to
watch the interests of growers and see that
no hitch occurs. A splendid start is nowv
being made. Those pessimists, crying Joes,
and rabid experts, would not have as say
anything about cotton. "Why," they say,
"it was not a success at Derby, and that is
enough for us." We did not follow that up
with an inquiry to ascertain why it was
not a success at Derby. We do not ,know
whether the labour was satisfactory. I am
satisfied that we now have two fine fellows
in the Kimberley who have done their best,
in spite of faint praise from certain officials.
I do not mind that; it is positively swamped
by the one fact that my old friend, Dan
Jones, has successfully fought the i-atoon

fihand to-day the Governments of the
Commonwealth and of Queensland are allow-
ing ratoon cotton to tak~e its rightful place.
If it were not for the ratoon cotton in
Queensland, there would be a very poor
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crop there to-day. The annual cotton has Australian production is about 17,000 bales,
been dreadfully affected with a plant pest,
a 'vonn that bores into the pods. I shall not
deal with Evans; he has already been dealt
with mid might leave the country at an early
date. It shows how solid Dan Jones was
that the g-rowers should have seat him to
London to fight the crowd there. U~nfor-
tunately, I do not think lie realised that the
opposition was so serious on the part of the
delegates who nobbled Mr. Gillies to give
them a monopoly' over all cotton in Queens-
land. Cotton lpresenlted a problem at that
time. The public were howling for it. [t
the Government had st0o)ped at that time
they would have been execrated. The Gov-
ernmnit were gldl to dispose of the (Iues-
tion, there being no expert in the country.
The growers, however, sent Jones Home and
he ]as put ratoon on the market for all time.
In Sydney the other (lay Bond & Co. paid
their nineteenth quarterly dividend. It is
interesting to know that theY could pay 1!)
quarterly dividends without 'h break. I wish
to Cod we had some that could pay nine
dividends. Bond] did his level best to give
the industry a start and the other day he
announced] ta hie was prepared to take all
the ratoon cotton that Australia could growv.
The discomfiture and rout of the anti-
ratoonists has been so complete that they are
sc-ampering like rabbits out of Queensland.

The Minister for Lands: I hopec they dto
not comle here.

Mr. TEESI)ALE: By heavens, I shall
be on the look-out for them. We do not
wvant them. Theyv offered their oil extraction
plant, the whole of the ginneries in Queens-
land. the whole of their offices, ad practi-
cally the control of the business to the very'
men they had fought like blackfellowvs at
Its. in the pound. That was a splendid
triumph for a few Lrowes-about 700--
who used to meet reguilarly. There was a
bit of direct action on their padt. One of
them said, "I will put in six months if you
want a martyr to call attention to the scan-
dalous way the cotton business has been ad-
ministeredi." What could hIlies do9 He
was in for this three years' agreement. The
little crowd in the Old Country could not
manufacture the particular type of fibre that
they had endeavoured to queer, and they
did not wvant it to be available to compete
withi them. Bond and Co. have done wonder-
fully well in convincing the Government that
it is fair to give the sanic price for ratoon-
as for the ordinary cotton. At lpresent the

and I trust that as soon as the cotton lands
of the North-West get a start, we shall catch
up to Queensland. We made a mistake in
the first instance, but we should profit by
it. We are not afraid of our land. We
have land with variations of temperature and
rainfall, and we should not whine because
we made an initial mistake. I wish we had
a chartered company headed by a big, solid,
far-seeing man like Cecil Rhodes, wvho could
go to London and tell the p~eople there what
sort of possibilities there are in Western Aus-
tralia for raising this Empire crop. They
arc always talking about it, but while they
have given, hundreds of thousands of pounds
to provide the heathen with loin cloths, they
dto not make a point of looking into our
country to find out whether we are not de-
serving of a little bit of help. An import-
ant move has been made in English cotton
circles recently. At one time, when our
pap~ers were full of statements about
cotton, it w'as said by the Australian
cotton delegates, that ratoon cotton wvas not
legal tender. That created a great sensa-
tion in the cotton market of England, and
men became seized of the fact that even.
after the cotton had borne the expense of
tr-ansport charges, its value could be queered
by the brokers declaring that it was not legal
tender. It was said to be not of the specific
length or brilliancy of (quality that consti-
tuted the required type. That trouble, too,
is all finished. There is at regulation now
to establish what is known as the Empire
Miscellaneous Cotton Delivery Contract.
That is the sort of concern we want, not
one with a little hiedged-in sentence for a
name. T his enables Lancashire buyers to
purchase our cotton, without incurring the
slightest risk of rise or fall in the market dur-
ing thme period it is being transp~orted Home.
The cotton is actualkl delivered at the plir-
chase price without variation. At one time
the prie was just wvhat the receiving broker
used to declare. Thus Western Australia iq
getting a status, as regards cotton, wvhich
we never had before. We have found that
it was 21/d. better than the wonderfully
boomed American cotton of a similar type.
At a big meeting at Rockhampton the other
day, which wvas attended by two or three
Ministers, 'Mr. Jones was publicly compli-
mented on his able fight against strong in-
terests. As a Western Australian Govern-
ment sent for Mfr. Jones, it is pleasing to
knowr that as a prophet be is not without
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honour in his own country. It was ot-
sider;, not growers, who were hostile to Mr.
Jones. In 1920 America sold over £125,000,
000 worth of cotton. Such hugh figures
are involved in the industry! Great Britain,
and we as a British dependency, can secure
a great deal of that trade if we will profti by
the mistakes of the past and not go in for
too large experiments at first. it is com-
forting to think that according to the very
highest authorities the average yield of
Australian cotton is from 100 to 300 lbs. in
excss of the American yield. Is riot that a
splendid loargin onl top of the higher price
our cotton secures? Western Australia im-
ports annually £50,000 worth of cotton, and
£:142,000 worth of cotton goo(1s. It is de-
lightful to visit a factory in Perth and watch
the mianut-scture of the cotton garments with
which the Yankees have been slugging us for
Heaven know& holv loni. Those cotton
singlets oire now being manufactured in
Perth. Some time ago they wvere sold here
for 3s. 6d. each. To-day they are being
made by' anl energetic Perth tradesnmn for as
little as half that price. I made a little in-
vestment in this manufacture 19 months ago.
Some raw material had to be purchased,
as the unfortunate manufacturer was
paying through the nose. Very rightly he
tried to purchase at bedrock co.,t. 'The docu-
mnents wvere aetually in the bank, but he could
not lift them. There was the stuff, splendidly
bought and representing a saving of about
£E250( and lie was so hard uip that hie could not
geL tire hi pping- documents. Hie went round
among the shareholders, who unfortunately
wecre all smiall men. llowever, one or two
of us gave him the necessary assistance, and
he got ahead of things. The other day hie
took a director to Melbourne. and there
bought a spinning machine for £1,500.
1 shall be glad to take the Premier and his
Ministers along any day to perhaps the busi-
est little spinning factory in Australia. The
p~roprietor hopes to lput on 40 girls presently,
he has 16 now. The factory produces a
gross of singlets per machine per day. Some
time ago I sent samples of tobacco seed all
over the State, and I am glad to say that
I have received highly. satisfactory re-
ports. Some menibers may recollect those
little lots of leaf which I showed
in the corridor two years ago. To-day the
Agr~icultural Department are so satisfied with
the prospects of tobacco-growing here that
they are prepared to back the grower of
those lots of leaf to the extent of five acres;

and arrangements have been made to pre-
vent pinpricks to the grower. Mr. Sutton
confirms the statement of Mr Ilichelides
that this quality of tobacco is saleable at 2s.
Gd. to 3s. Od. per pound.

The -Minister for Lands: That tobacco
was grown by one of our group settlers.

Mr. TEESI.JE: Yes. Womenfolk andl
kiddies can look after the crop, taking off
the caterpillars and stripping off the leaves.
There is no weight in it. In New South
Wales women do the curing business. So
we have another opening for the group set-
tlers. I understand there is every possibility
of growing tobacco of all kinds in the North,
except tobacco for the very finest typo of
cig-arette, which requires a special soil. Whet,
in Victoria I made a point of looking into
the business of growing chicory. On Phillip
Island considerable quantities of chicory are
grown. It is sown from the same seed, and
it has brought up to £44 per tonl. No special
labour is required, and there is a ready sale
for every pound of chicory raised. Whole-
sale firms blend it with coffee. I am sure that
chicory will grow in the North-West, where
there is every variety of soil. T feel comn-
pelled to express my helief that below a cer-
tain line there will lie trouble with regard to
intense culture. I cannot see much hope for
initense culture withou~t irrigation, and in
the initial stages an irrigation scheme would
cost too much. There is now running to
waste in the North water which should lie
worth a shilling a gallon to us. I refer to
Mill Stream. With regard to the shark-fish-
ing industry, on which I spoke yesterday, I
received some contradictions. T have since
looked up the papers and am in a position
to substantiate my statements. I am not
going to he a party to letting people tell
ridiculous high-falutin yarns about the
North. Here is all extract from the "Sun
News-Pictorial" of the 20th August, 1925:-

London, Wednsday-E. J. Stuart, of West-
ern Australia, is finalising the flotation of a
company with a capital of £175,000 to carry
on a shark-fishing industry off North-West
Australia, between Camden Sound and Bun-
bury. Captain Young, an experienced shark-
fisher, of Honolulu and Persia, will he the
skipper of the fleet. The promoters claim that
they have obtained the rights in Australasia
of a special process for the making of shark-
skin leather for women's shoes and handbags.
After the extraction of the oils, the dry fish
will be exported to the Far East. The teeth
will be used for manicure sets, and the crushed
fins will be marketed as a fertiliser.
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I will conclude by saying that I have
not a shiing's worth of land in West-
ern Australia, or a brick, or a stone,
and I do not envy those who have;
but I firmly believe that this coun-
try will be one of the finest coun-
tries in the wvorld. I have nothing to
gain by saying that and nobody will give me
a fiver to-morrow for having said it. There
is plenty of land yet to he taken up.
I do not care a rap about the extraordinary
statements that have been wade. The mem-
ber for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs) knows that
more land is wvanted and I admit that there
are scores of men who have not been able to
get it. They may have been unfortunate
before the selection board or there may be
something wrong with their certificates.

Mr. Stubbs: The fact remains that they
cannot get land.

The Minister for Lands: They can get
land. but they wvant it within 12 / miles of
a railway, and, therefore, they can't get it.

'rhe CHAIRMAN: We are 'dealing with
the lands in the North-West.

Mr. TEESDAILE: WNhen one recog-nises
that in this State the children have paid in,
through their penny savings banks in the
schools, £7,764 during two months, and that
the hank owes the children at the present
stage over £80,000, it shows what a great
future there is before Western Australia.
It shows what is ahead of us in the North
when it is developed. Yet we hear talk about
the hread line and of people drag-ging their
half starved bodies around the streets in
the metropolitan area!

The CHAIRMIAN: Order!I The hon. mem-
ber must deal with the Northi-West.

M,\r. TEE SDALE: As for the North-West,
in one month this year 1,240,000 additional
acres were taken uip as pastoral leases. That
shows ~the progress that is being made. I
have much pleasure in supporting the Yote
for the North-West.

MIR, ANGELO (Gascoyne) [8.35]: As
we are all so anxious to see the North-West
developed, it is perhaps necesary to cor-
rect a few remarks made by the member for
Roehourne (Mr. Teesdale). Regarding the
eompkny formed by Mr. E. J. Stuart of
Perthi, I think every hon. member will bear
mae out when I say that that company was
not formed to catch sharks except as a small

branch of their activities. The company was
to operate on a portion of the North-West
coast that is absolutely unsettled and unde-
veloped. The company's operations were to
extend to the hinterland and included in the
activities to be carried out was cotton growv-
in in which the member for Roebourne
himself has taken such an interest. Then
the company intend to deal with turtles and
dlugongs and, as a by-product, they have to
take and use sharks. Everybody knows wvhat
an enemy the sharks are to the dugongs. I
can well iniawine Mr. Stuart, after a busy
day in London, being interviewed by the
representative of a magazine or a paper,
anxious to get some tale of the De Rouge-
niont description. It may be that the stories
referred to by the member for Roehourne
arose in that way. The fact remains that
we do not find in Mr. Stuart's own book or
in any interviews he gave in Australia any-
thing- of the sort suggested by the member
for Roebourne. M.r. Stuart has had many
years' of experience, and his pioneering
work enabled him to establish this company.
Mr. Stuart himself is not the only one asso-
ciated with it, for many of onr leading citi-
zeus are also concerned with its operations.
The member for Roebouirne gave a list of
works which he said had been carried out
and also of facilities granted by past Gov-
ernmnents, to contradict the statement I made
that past administrations had neglected the
North. I purposely refrained from dealing
with the North from a parochial point of
view, and therefore I did not mention any
particular town or district. I regarded the
North as two-thirds of Western Australia.
I claimed that it had been neglected, and I
think I can prove my assertion. Since the
granting of responsible Government
£64,500,000 of loan money has been spent in
W\estera Australia, of which only £2,600,000
has been spent in the North-West That
mneans to say that only 4 per cent, of the loan
money expended has been spent in two-
thirds of the whole State. Surely it should
be an oblig-ation on the part of any Gov-
ernment to do as much for the development
of the North as for the South. It is just
as imperative that the North should be de-
veloped. Therefore, I claim that my asser-
tions were true. The mere fact that so little
Glovernment money has been spent there,
and that our Population and stock have
dwindled, should convince anyone that what
I say is correct. Last nighbt I purposely
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refrained from mentioning various matters
because we were urging the appointment of
a lioval Commission whose duty it would
be to decide on sonc of these matters. The
Minister for Lands dragged in the question
of irrigation on the Gascoyne River and read
a cleter to the Committee. 1 agree with
the contents of the letter as they applied
at that timle. I will give a brief
history of irrigation on the Gascoyne:
It w~vs stalted as tile result Of a visit by
Mr. 'Jespeissis, who was the tropical expert
appointed by a previous Government. He
persuaded some of us to go in for irriation
works, and I spent £4,000 in that direction.
That was on the understanding, however,
that the Government would] send up an in-
sp'ector to advise us how to proceed from
time to time. No such officer was ever sent
tip, an I after a while Mr. Despeisses severed
his connection with the department. We
then had no one to tell us how to carry on.
Although the first tropical fruit production
did we!I for a w~hile, pests wvere encountered
and the plantations were wiped out. The
fodder portions of the plantations, however,
are just as good to-day as ever they were.
Later onl M.r. Corkill, who imported
bananas from Java, established a plantation
on the south side of the river where the tre-
niendous winds affected the undertaking, and
be, too, wvas knocked out. Later still, Mr.
Coo, an expert fromt Queensland, came along
arid having a thorough knowledge of tropi-
cal agriculture, started upI there, and I think
his will be a most successful venture. The
Honorary' Minister read a letter he had
received from Vr. Coe, and it was sug-
gested that it "'as merely a private
communication. I have a report by a Gov-
ernmient engineer who inspected the pro-
perty, and that report fully confirms what
the Minister read to us. It indicates
that it is reckoned that he has a 75 per cent.
chance of making good. I have also the re-
port by tile dairy expert, Mr. Hampshire,
who recommended the establishment of a
group settlement on the Gascoyne to go in
for dairving. I urge the Premier to read
that report, and to pass it on subsequently to
the Alinister for Lands. I will not say any-
thing further regarding the North-West, be-
cause T am hopecul that the Royal Commis-
sion will be appointed, when the whole ques-
tion of the development of those parts will
he gone into thoroughly.

MR. LAMOND (Pilbara) 18.45]: It was
pleasing to hear the Minister announce that
the (Jovernuient intend to thoroughly pros-
pect and test the Turner River wvith a view
to obtaining a good supply of fresh water.
I have looked carefully through the Esti-
mates, but have been unable to find any
provision f .or the repairing of the foreshore
work at Port Hedland. During the last
blow and the consequent heavy tides, a large
portion of the foreshore work was washed
away, and at present several of the buildings
nearest to the foreshore are threatened with
collapse should another blow come on. When
Mr. Hickey, the Honorary Minister, was up
North hc said he would recommend that this
work be put in hand. It was about the only
thing he did undertake to recommend, and
because of that we expected it would be
tarriedl out. At present the work is esti-
mated to cost £500, but if it is allowed to
go without repair over the summer, it may
cost anything up to £E3,000. Every time wve
,.ct a big tire we are losing more and more
of thle foreshore. I hope the Minister when
replying will tell tue whether that work is
likely to be put in hand in the near future.
Also J should like the Minister, if he can,
to inform me why, when Dr. Cook visited
the North and inspected the natives for lep-
rosy, he rushed through Pilbara as he did.
We do not claim there is any leprosy in Pil-
barn, hut at least there is always the danger;
for Pilbara is hounded on the one side by
iloehourne and on the other side by Kimber-
ley, in both of wvhich, districts leprosy is
knownt to exist. Since Dr. Cook and his
companions thought it advisable to visit
every station in Roebourne and many of
the stations in Kimberley, surely some time
and consideration should have been given to
those in Pilbara where, however, the visitors
inspected only two stations, and those im-
miediately on their route, and so unavoidable.

The Premier: They could have made a
detour to avoid them.

Mr. LAMOND: The only stations visited
in Pilbara were the Do Grey and the Mount
Dora. If it were essential that so close an
inspection should have been made of the sta-
tions in the Roebourne district, it was at
least advisable that those in the Pilbara dis-
trict also should be inspected. Possibly the
Minister will be able to explain why that
was not done. I support the member for
Boehourne (Mr. Teesdale) in his contention
that proper shipping facilities should be
provided at Cossack. but T do not support
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him in is advocacy of stationing a police-
man at the Tableland. 1 see no reason why
we should appoint an officer to protect usi-
grateful employers and help them harass
their native labour. Regarding the use of
rifles by natives, certainly the Minister
should inquire as to who is responsible for
supplying the natives with firearms. If he
,does so, he will find that invariably it is the
station owner. It is customary when a boy
is going out across the paddocks to give him
a rifle in order that lie might shoot an eagle-
hawk or a dingo should he see one, or a
kangaroo for bait for a dingo. It is the em-
p~loyers of the natives wvho arc responsible
for the natives carryiin rifles, and the Mlin-
ister should put a stop to the practice. But
the stationing of at policeman at the Table-
land is quite another thing. Years ago, "hen
the police wvere there, it a native objected
to the hard food and the kicking about that
hie gut before bieakfast, the policeman was
sent for. Theni the usual thing was to stand
the native up and give him the boot in the
pit of the stomach. Happily those days are
gone, and we do not want to supply police
protection for the employers of slave labour.
I have known a station manager, a justice of
the peace, say to the policeman, "Go and
bring in Nipper. He ran away this morn-
ing." The policeman said, "Why should 1
bring in Nipper?" The manager replied,
"He refused to go to wvork this morning.
Bring him in and I wvill give him six months. "
The policeman retorted, "Those days are
gone. We don't do that sort of thing to-
day." In another instance a station man-
ager, sitting on the lpolice court benelh, and
having before him a native who had refused
to go to work, ordered "Give him six
months." But his fellow mlagistrate, another
station owner, said, "Not enough. Make it
12." "Right 0," said the first. The offence
was refusing to work, and the native was
charged wvithl loitering-in his own country!
To-day we have ar-rived at a more advanced
stage of civilisation, and we do not want to
revert to the old days. I hope the Minister,
when replying, will give uts an indication as
to when this work at Port Hedlund is to be
put in hand.

HON. S. W. MUNSIE (Honorary Mini-
ister) ,(H'Annans-in reply) [8.55]: For-
tunately I have very little to reply to. Ini
all the long and interesting speech made by
the member for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale)
the only point calling for a reply was that

in respect of road board rates. I do not
know what thle actuail position is. but I as-
sure the 11011. member I will have inquiries
made with a view to seeing whether any-
tiling can be done. LUnfortunately I amt not
inl a position to give the information desired
by the member for Pilbara (Mr. Lamond).
First of all, I aun not able to say why Dr.
Cook, when on his leprosy inspection,
visitedl so many stations in Roebourne and
Kimuberley, anti only two in Pilbara. How-
ever, I think the departmental records show
that no leprosy has ever been discovered in
Pilbara; and so I suppose the travelling
expcrts would necessarily make a more Ix-
Ilausative inquiry :n the affected districts
than they' would in a district ke~own to be
clean. As to the repairing of the foresbore
at Port Hedlund, I have not even seen the
rep~ort plut in by Mr. Hickey, who visited
the district, but I will draw (he Minister's
attention to the matter and let the hon. mem-
her have an early reply as to the intentions
of the Government.

Vote put anld passe5d.

I oie-Aborigines (Yorthil'est) £9,242-
,agreed to.

I otes-P'ublic Utilities: Aborigines Cattle
,Station (Mloola Bud/a), £7,578; Albany Cold
Stores, B650; Batter Factories, £16,266;
Cloldfields W alet Supply Undertaking,
F.131,827-agreed to.

Vote-Government R~efrigerating Works,
£5,565 :

Mr. SAMIPSON: Will the Minister indi-
cate whether there is any likelihood of a
scheme of reconstruction of the refrigerat-
ing works in Perth being taken in hand?
They are very old and Inust be expensive
to operate because all thle carrying is by
hand power, whereas in other places con-
veyor belts and elevators are used.

The Premier: This has been a hardy
annual for 20 years.

Mr. SAMPSON: And the longer it goes
on, the greater becomes the need for im-
provement.

The Minister for Lands: I do not think
there is likely to be any improvement at the
present works.

Mr. SAMPSON: New works are re-
quired. Is an improvement likely to be
made?

The Premier: Not this year.

Vote put and paz~ed.
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Uotes-Kalgoortie Athattoirs, '27;Met-
ropolitant Ibattoirs and Sateyards, C21,618;
.Mle:ropoltan Wat~fer Supply, Stirero ge, and
flrniiagr Drprlet.C .6; Other
hydraulic undertakings chargeable to rer-
eue, U.SfI6: Perth City N1arkets, fS76-
a--rced to-

lDepartae-u' of Rail ways. Tram ways, add
Elect rh-ely Soipilql Won. J. C. IWillcoclt,
Mfini-ster) -

U( Itt - ioittro ns, C2,5_0,60:

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(on.J. CIV ill eork-Oeraldton) [9.31:

The large expenditure incurred in tile dec-
i-elopmlent Ofr our railway s 'ysteml represent.,
about one-third of the total loan espendi-
tore of the State, from whit-h it will hie
seen how large a part thle Railway Depart-
mnent plays in the prog-ress of the country.
In actual cash the ostiniated revenue for the
current 'year is £3,500,000. and the expendi-
ture is expected to be approximately
£1,000,000 less. To that expenditure must
be added interest to the amount of f,850,000,
so that the profit will hie about £130,000.*
This does not make any allownuce for the
payment of sinking fund. As compared
with last year, the forecasted results are not
quite so good, to the extent of about £28,000,
but are £35,000 heter than in 1023-24. It
is estimated that the revenue wtill increase
by £F166,000 hutl £158,000 extra -vill be re-
quired to earn that ret-cnue. Of this
£100,000 itill be absorbed in additional
wages. Interest will be greater this year by
about £36,000. Thle principal lines -from
which ret-enue is derived are as follows:-
Timber, £C404,000; -vheat, C049.000; general
go.ods, £462,000; liv-estock, £131,000; and
passengers £971,000. Referetnce is often
made to wheat as being at the head of the
list, bitt it itill be soen from those figures
that timber transport retuns a conside-rably
g-reater revenue.

Mfr. S. H1. Smith: Timber also pays
whlarfagze charges, which wheat does not
Pay.

The 11INISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is so.

M1r. -Samnpson: The returns from wheat
rekoned for the actual period during which
transportation takes lplace would be greater.

The M1fNISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
We have reached a staee wihen the trans-
port of wheat is spr-ttd 01-er a nmeh longer

period than it wtas in former years. It used
to lie the endeavour of the department to
concentrate the wheat haulage into the space
of two ur three months. That policy was
ec-ononmieally LtflSOU~d, and efforts have been
mnade to spread the work until now it ex-
tend,; over six or seven months of the year.
We were carrying last season's wheat up to
July of this year, and we have already
started to trisport njew' seson's Wheat. I
was in (ieraldtonl a couple qif week-; ago and
saw a fair c uantitv of nlew season's uheat
already at the port awaiting shipmrent.

.Ilr. Lindsay: There is sonic old wheat
-tilt to be transported,

The MI1NISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
\va few small lojtf. To sprn-ea thle trallic

is or considlera~ble advantage to the depart-
Mait ins against confining the work to two
or three months of the year and leaving a
large. amount uf engine powver andI rolling
s4tock lying, idle during the balance of
the year. Last season the railways
transported G1.42-2,0100 bags of wheat as
ag-ainst 5,237,000 bags during 1924..

ail increase of about 1,250,000 bags. The
averalge distance over which wheat was
hauled last year was 139 miles, or four miles
less than the previous year. This reduction
was to some extent due to the greater use
made of the niatural ports of shipment. I
a i si-e that policy will meet with
tile appr-oval of muembers of the Country
Party partictilarly. We have heard a good
deal about the need for decentralisation, and
for giving our ports the benefit of their geo-
gI-aphical trade. It is apparent from the
figures I have quoted that we are giving
effec-t to this policy, because that reduction
in average distance hauled has been made in
spite of the fact; that wheat growing is ex-
tendinig to greater distances from the coast.
Th.Iis. polwvy will he continued. Everyone
gIves lip agcreemient to this principle, but the
G overnmnent arc satisfied it is a wise policy
to adopt. While it is questionable whether
we make any profit out of the haulage of
wheat-the rate is such as to just about re-
coup transport costs-the longer the distance
of haulage, the less profitable it becomes. In
fact, the latt few miles of transport often
rep~resnt a loss. 'Whereas we get perhaps
1s. ad. for the flirst IS or 20 Miles, for the
last IS or 20) miles we migZht get only 4d. or
5d., owing to the incidence of the long-dis-
tanee freights. Rolling stock has been im-
p~roved, anti the position regairdiag locomo-
tive stock is better than it has been for some

t1f) 'NOVEMBER, 1925.1
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years. Four or five months ago orders were
given for additional rolling stock to be con-
structed. While I was anxious to augment
our, rolling stock considerably, it was impos-
sible to get as much money as I desired from
the Treasury. Howvever, a considerable num-
ber of trucks will be built, and some of them
will be available during the coming harvest.
The first of them should be ready towards
the end of January, and they should then be
made available to the extent of eight or ten
every week during the ensuing 13 or 14
weeks. Some of the new trucks now being
constructed will be ready during the peak
period, while many of the lig-ht-load trucks
have been rebuilt so that they wvill be able to
carry a bigger tonnage. 1 have figures re-
lating to the various departments, but it
should not lie necessary to quote them at this
stage. If information is required regarding
any particular department, it can be sup-
plied when the items are being discussed.
The salaried staff has been increased by 58
during the year, while the wages staff has
been decreased by 11S. The decrease in the
wages staff was due to the smaller number
of casual employees engaged on regrading
and other works, which are carried out dur-
ing what is known as the unemployed season
of the year. This year that season did not
commence until after the close of the firian-
cial year; we did not employ men to any
great number until the first or second wveek
in July. That accounts for the number of
wages employees being smaller than in the
previous year, when the period of unemn-
ploymnent set in earlier. There have been no
salary increases for positions carrying over
£E400 a year, in respect of which Ministerial
approval is necessary before increases are
ranted. The op~erations of the past year

have been the best for many years. The re-
sults were not obtained by starvation of
maintenance. We provided for working ex-
penses, and the regrading constitutes a re-
cord for any one year, an amount of £50,000
being spent. I think it can be truthfully
said that the general maintenance was kept
up to almost 100 per cent, standard. The
improved showing for last year as against
the previous year is not due to any excessive
freights or fares, as durinig the twelve
months ended on the 30th June last many
easements were made. Reductions made in
goods rates give a total easement of £44,000
per annum. However, those reductions have
affected the income only for the last two or
three mouths of the past financial year.

Considerable reductions were given in re-
spedt of starving stock being sent to pa-
tuma. The droughat in the Murchison and
other districts brought about conditions
which necessitated the transfer of many head
of stock to the coast, if they were to be
saved. In order that the threatened econ-
omic loss might be avoided, freight was
charged on such stock only to the coast, and
-they were retransported to their place of
origin freight free. A considerable benefit
was thus conferred on the pastoralists in the
drought-stricken areas.

Mr. Mlann: ] suppose you took the stock

back when you were going tip for loading.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No;
the stock were taken back just at the con-
venience of the owners, regardless of incon-
vrenience to the Railway Department. There
v. as also a reduction of 25 per cent, in
freights on fodder for starving stock. This
reduction was a great benefit to the pas-
toralists who could not transport their stock
to more favoured districts. The cost of
weekly tickets for both first and second class
has also been reduced during the year.
Formerly there were workers' tickets
which could be used only at certain
times of the (lay, and were purchased
on a weekly basis. The department cut
out the so-called worker's ticket, and
introduced a weekly ticket, available at any
hour of the day, costing about a quarter
of the price of a monthly ticket. There are
various other reductions which individually
do not appear to be of great consequence,
but wvlieh collectively amount to a good
deal. I want to impress on the Oharnbe-
that dluring the pa-st year there was no in-
crease of rates, notwithstanding the bettor
results as compared with the previous year.
Mention has been made of power kerosene.
Recently a reduction of s. per ton has
been made on power kerosene, in addition
to the 10 per cent, reduction granted about
this time last year. Power kerosene is in-
creasingly used in the agricultural industry
for tractors and other machines. The de-
crease in railway rates is considerable. For
150 miles, the average distance over which
power kerosene is carried, the old rate was
66is. 10d. per ton, while the rate now charged
is 55s. 8d., a reduction of uls. 2d. per ton,
or about 20 per cent. It will be recognised
that the Government are anixous to facilitate
the transport of power kerosene, which is so
much used in the agricultural industry. The
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fu-st announcement of a reduction was made
at the Wickepin show last year.

Mr. M\ann: -W as it necessary to miake those
reductions in order to compete with motor
transporti

The MINISTER FOR RAILNWAYS: No.
As regards motor transport competition, it
should be recognised that railway rates are
based on the ability of the commodity to
pay. Certain commodities a-re charged a.
comparatively high rate because they call
bear a high rate. Others are charged a very
low rate, and even transported at a loss, in
order to assist various industries. To get
round financially, the Railway Department
charge certain things a high rate, and the
profit thus mnade counteracts the loss on low
class freights. While motor owners are per-
fectly willing, and even anxious, to carry
high-class freights, on which the profit is
made, they leave severely alone tbe trans-
port of super, bricks, gravel, and so forth.
I wish at this stage to say to the producers
-of this country that if they give all the
high-class traffic to motors for the purpose
of making sonme immediate savings of trifling
amnount, they will find that a re-adjustment
of rates will have to be seriously considered
by the Government, and that the rates on
stuff now can-ied at cost or at a loss will
be gradually increased so that the Railway
Department may be enabled to get round.
It the mnotors take away from the depart-
inent all the profitable traffic, it is a natural
corollary' that there will bie a levelling-up
of low rates, just as there has been at level-
ling-down of high rates. So eventually all
things will be carried at approximately one
rate to cover cost. The policy of the Rail-
'way Department is not to make a proft
or to become an instrument of taxation, but
to assist in the development of the couintry
while getting round on working costs.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Would it not be bet-
te~r to start by reducing some of the higher-
I-ate stuffs!

The MINISTER FOR ]RAILWAYS: If
we do that to such an extent that we can-
not get round, we must of necessity increase
ouir low rates. There is no other alterna-
tive. The eventual result will be to the detri-
ment, and not to the benefit, of the produc-
ing- community.

M1r. Davy: It would work out to the same
thing for them.

The MIN1ISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No,
because they are getting a considerably
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greater percentage of low-class freights than
of high-class freights. Most of the other
country customers of the Railway Depart-
nieat, such as storekeepers in the mining
axeab, ba~e situff wich isarried at the high
rates, The producers have the advanitage
of low rates both on their inward and out-
wvard freights. By the re-arrangement which
I have indicated, the producers would lose,
though the competitors of the Railway De-
pnrtmnent would gaini. The tonnage of goods
transported last year represented no less
than 277,000,000 wan-miles, and 5,000,000)
train-mides were run in respect of goods and
passenger services. As for expenditure, it
we had tihe money we could profitably spend
about as million per annurn for the next five
years in imp]roving our system as regards
engines, trucks, vacuwln brakes and so forth.
'Ihese imiprovements would eventually be
very protitable. We have, however, during
the past year concentrated. to a degree never
known before on re-grading. This re-grad-
ing will have a highly beneficial effect on
expenditure. If Western Australia is to con-
tinue to have cheap freights, we must look
to effect economies in expenditure.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: Re-grading has
been going on for years, though.

Mr. Marshall: Not too mnany years.
Iron. G. Taylor: It has been going on ever

since I1 have been in the House, about a quar-
ter of a century.

The )LiNISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Dur-
ing last year an amount of about £.50,000
was spent on re-grading operations, and this
is considerably in excess of any amount
spenit previously in 12 months on that par-
ticular phase of railway administration-

Hun. Sir James Mitchell: I daresay we
got more work done for;£30,000 than you get
f or £50,000.

Tile MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
amn not making any odlious comiparisonas, but
amt merely saying that that ainotint was
sJpent last year.

.1r. A. Wansbrough: Especially on main
lines.

The 1AIJISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In
order to give members sonmc idea of what
is being done in this regard, I may say that
between West Perth and Subiaco we have
improved the grade from one in 39 to one in
90, giving- an increase of 55 tons per train
load, or 3.5 per cent. Between Chid low's
Well and M1t. Helens, on the main line be-
tween Northamn and Perth, where practic-
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ally the whole of the produce exported
through F3remantle has to pass, we have
altcred the grade from one in 46 to one in
80. A dozen trains a day pass over that
stretch, and the increase of load permitted
by the improved grade amounts to 130
tons, or 35 per cent., in respect of every
train passing over that particular grade.
Formerly we bad to provide assisting en-
gines and adopt other expedients for getting
the trains over that hard section. There
used to he a big hill between Chidlow's Well
and Nt Helena which, like the weakest link
in a chain, governed the whole situation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: At Greeninount.
the grade is one in 37.

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is the old road. I am talking of the
present main line. There are several
other places between Beechina and
Chidlbws, between Brunswick and Collie
and, in the South-West, between Arm-
adale and North Dandalup, Waroona
and Yarloop, York and Beverley, Pingelly
and Popanyinuing and between Dowerin and
Goomalling. This ha-s enabled us to increase
the load from 20 per cent. to 42 per cent.
beyond what was possible previously. The
increased load will enable uts to give quicker
despatch during the peak period.

Bon. Sir J ames Mitchell: The new en-
gines are very good.

The MINISTER FO11 RAILWAYS: Yes,
they are turning out very successfully, drag-
ging heavy loads and enabling the average
load for the system to be increased. Hon.
members will remember that las-t year we de-
cided to build a number of engines at Mid-
land workshops, equal in number to those
that we imported. The local engines arc to
be made to the same design and we arc hope-
ful of having them ready to haul the 1926-
27 harvest. That will mean that we will have
12 locally made engines in addition to those
already on the road by. that time.

Mr. Davy: What are you saving through
building the engines locallyq

The MINI.STER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not think we arc saving anything- at all.

Mr. Dav 'y- Then what are yon losing?
The MINISTER FOR.HRATLWAYS: I

have not got the exact figures, hut I do not
think there is much difference.. I think it
amounts to something like £1,000 extra per
enzine. On the other hand, hc.wever,. it is
expected that we will get a better job and
evervone will ag-ree that the enginnes built or
reconditioned in this State have proved

equal to, arid even better than, those that
have been imported.

Hlon. Sir James Mitchell: The railway
men mayo done excellent work on them.

The 'MINISTER FOR RAiLWAYS:
Quite so, and in addition to that, it must be
realised. that the men who have gained their
experience on the construction of these en-
gines wvill be more efficient when it comes to
a question of repairing the rolling stock in
the future. There is the economic factor to-
be taken into cousideration and it 'will be
realised that if it can be done within reason-
able limits, it is better to have the work done
within the State by our own people rather
than to import engines, when required.

Ilon. Sir James Mitchell:- If our people
turn out the quality, that is the main thing.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWVAYS:
We have never had any cause to be ashamed
Of OUr local workmanship.

B-on. Sir James Mitchell: That is what I
say; it is good work.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I have had 20 years' experience of the wyork
and I am convinced that our local production
is quite as satisfactory as the. imported ar-
ticle. During recent years the p~osition re-
garding train delays lies considerably im-
proved. In 1.923 the delays represented 8 per
cent.; in 1924, 6 per cent.; and last year, the
delays amounted to only 4 per cent.

M r. Marshall: I suppose the Mlurchison
will be the only place where we will get de-
lays in future?

The -MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
f admit that in the past the member for Mur-
chison (Mr. 2larshall) has had a grievance
against the department and he has had plenty
of material for a long speech regarding de-
lays in the running of stock trucks. How-
ever, it is expected that as a result of the
new timetable and the special efforts that
have been made, for which the hon. member
himself may take credit because he kept the
subject so alive, there 'will be a considerable
improvement and trains will run to time and
arrive punctu ally.

Mr. Marshall: We shall see.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

The percentages regarding derailments also
show an improvement. They have zone down
from .38 per cent. to .28 per cent. during
the lest four or five years. While the num-
ber of derailments has not gone down, still,
in comparison with the ton mileage Worked
by the department, there has beau a consider-
able improvement during the last few years.
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1 do not wish to start the member for Swan
(.Nr. Sampson) upon his pet subject regard-
ing cheaper freight for fruit. I believe, how-
ever, that we have done a lot in the interests
of the producers during the past tenv years.
I give the Mitchell Government credit for
the adoption of the policy that enabled the
producers of fruit to reach the consumers,
owing to the initiation of the scheme of
cheap railway fruit transport. 'Under that
system it is possible for fruit to be carried
over the whole of the railway system even
up to the North-West for 6s. and the
policy has proved of great assistance to the
growers. The people have been able to con-
sumne from 25 to 30 per cent. inore fruit than
would otherwise have been possible because
of this system. I can s.ympathize with the
tiwinber for Swan and we are anxious to
meet his wishes, but it cannot he done at the
expense of the other users of the railways.

Hon Sir James 'Mitche]I: We should give
special consideration to the fruitgrowers.

The -MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I k-now the member for Swan will tell us
what is done in Queensland, but if we are
to run our railways along the same lines as
in Queensland, we must not forget that last
year the operations in that State showed a
loss of £894,000.

Mr. Sampson: The loss worked out at £C3
a minute for the whole year.

The MINIMSTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is so.

Mr. Sampson:- God forbid that I should
suiggest you follow Queensland in that re-
gard.

The MINISTE R FOR RAILWAYS:
If we were to carry produce at the rates
charged in Queensland, we could easily show
similar results here.

Hon. G. Taylor: If you agreed to all the
requests made to you, you would soon be in
the same position.

The AMNSTER POP. RAILWAYS:
That is so.

Hon. Sir James M1itchell: You have jolly
good men on the railways, and that is why
you can achieve such results.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
could not have made the improvement ap-
parent during the last few years with regard
to the profits earned by our railways if it
had not been for the fact that we have an
excellent staff.

Hfon. Sir James Mitchell: That is so.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

The relations e-xistiow between all sections

of the staff and other contributing factors
have resulted in converting the deficit on the
workings of the railways in 1921 of £418,-
000, to the posit ion as we fiud it to-day.

Uun. G. Ta'ylur: Notwiithatanding high
costs.

The MIINISTEIR FOR RAILWAYS: That
is so. The results for the last five years were
as follows: 1921, a loss of £418,000; 1922,
a loss of £:257,000; 1928, a loss of £02,000;
1924, a profit of £142,000L; and 1925, a profit
ot £100,000.

Hon. Sir James 21 itchell: An average im-
provement of £130,000 for four years.

lion. G. Taylor: That is a great record.
lIon, Sir .James Mitchell: And it is a fine

indication of the prosperity of the State,
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes,

and that result follows upon the policy of
ag1riP1ultural railWAY consftuction adopted
during the past 10 or 12 years. We are now
commiencing to reap the benefit of that
policy, and although it was suspended dur-
ing the war period, we are again starting out
along similar lines,

Mr. J. H. Smith: The position will be still
further improved 'when you build more rail-
ways in the South-West.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
have done better than any other administra-
tion, -when we compare our results with those
of the railways in the Eastern States. Apart
from Queensland, our railways showed the
greatest deficit in 1919, whereas during the
past two years the profits on the Western
Australian railways have been far and away
greater than in any other State. The best
method of measuring the efficiency of the
railways is by taking out the percentage of
working costs as against revenue earnings.
Here again there has been progressive im-
provement for some years past. In 1921 the
working- costs represented 89 per cent..; in
1922 they were 82 per cent.; in 1923, 75 per
cent.;- in 1924, 71 per cent., and in 1925, 70
per cent. We are getting down to that point
beyond which it is not capable of much fur-
ther improvement. However, we hope to do
still better.

Mr. Sampson: That is a wonderful record,
when it is remembered that costs are so high.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
may be thought that the progressive improve-
went has been due to an increase in freights
and fares. That is not so, however. Theme
seems to be a considerable misconception re-
Leardinrr our fares which many people eon-
siler are higher than those in the Eastern
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States. That is not correct. Our fares up
to a disirineC Of 50 miles, first-class, are Is.
3d. less than thre average for the other five
States. Over a distance of 1001 miles, our
fares are better to the extent of 2 s. 55d. than
the average for the other live States and,
rip to 2910 miles, 8s. 9~d. better. Thus it will
be seen tlint our fares are lower, so that
whatever improvements may have been
achieved in connection with [lie railways can-
not be ascribed to that.

Mr. North: Are not the suburban fares
higher than iu tire Eastern States?

The MINISTER PFO3 RAILWAYS: 'No.
There is a serious rmisconcep~tion regarding
thle fares in the metropolitan area. In 10 in-
stances out of 1.6, our fares are lower than
the average fares over the same distance in
[lie Eastern States. In some eases there may
be some slightly higher, but we must look at
tire g-eneral average. For a first-class jour-
ney of ten miles our rate is .Sd. better, and
for 15 miles 2.3d. better. The second-class
single passage for five miles is A4d. better,
for ten miles, 1.1d. hetter, for 15 miles 2.2d.
better, and for 20 miles 4.3 better. The aver-
age amount charged in all [lie Australian
States for a 20-mile second-class single jour-
ney is Is. 9id., whereas we charge Is. 5d. Inl
that second-class single fare for 20 miles,
Western Australia has the cheapest passen-
ger rate in the Commonwealth. For a first-
class return fare up to 15 miles we are a
little dearer than the average of the Com-
nionwealth, but -it 20 miles we are againt
cheaper than the average fare in the other
States. The same thing obtains in respect of
ordinary freights. In almost every class of
freight over the average distance hauled our
freig~ht is lower than the average of the other
Australian States. If baon, members would
like details in respect of any particular com-
modity carried, I can furnish them.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Lend us your
notes when you ha)ve finished, and we will
go through them.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWVAYS: '%Ve
are lower than the iverage of the Australian
States in 14 different freights, and higher

-in only two. During the past 12 months our
costs have increased. Wages harve gone up
f rom £223,000 to £C230,000 per annum, whilc
charges have decereased by 3 per cent. The
introduction of weekly tickets andi of vari-
ous fare concessions has been responsible for
about .3 per cent. decrease in fares. Mlany
improvements hlave been made during- the
past 1S months, chief amongst them being

the installation of automatic signaing and
thre relaying of tracks, This relaying of
tracks is not alt debited to revenue in tire
one year. It is put through a suspense ac-
couru and sp~read over a period of years.
Wooden bridges and eulverts have been re-
placed by concrete structures, which will
mean practically no charge for maintenance
in future. Maintenance has been a very
considerable item in respect of wooden cul-
verts and bridges.

_1r. -Norib: That applies to the Frenmantle
Bridge, also.

The MINXISTER FO13 RAILWAYS: We
do not know exactly what is going to be
dlone with tire Fremantle Bridge and the
Frernantle Harbour generally, but a consid-
erable amount of money will have to be spent
in renewing that bridg-e. The piles are prac-
tically touching one another in order to make
thre bridge safe for another four or five
years. However, it is being done at a cost
of from £5,000 to £10,000 per annum.

lion. Sir Jamies Mitchell: Well, you would
have to spend half a million on a new
Irridge.

Tire 2d IlN] STER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes,
irrt thle interest on the half a million would
be to a great extent offset by the saving of
tire present heavy maintenance charges.

lion. G. Taylor: What about the south
side railway?

I-Ion. S)ir, James Mitchell: The estimate
for that south side line runs to a terrific
a mamit.

Tie Mlinibter for Lands: No, it is one of
[lie cheapest lines ever proposed.

The Mll'rSTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There are many ways in which we could
spend mnoney to the undoubted benefit of the
State, but there is so much lo do and so
little mroney with which to do it.

Thre Minister for Lands: Something will
have to be done in my electorate presently,
or I wvill join [lie communists.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Your constitu-
carts arc aill decent people. They would have
nothing to do with a communist.

The MINIST, ER FOR. RAILWAYS:
The pleople of Fremantle are getting a fair
dleal. Then there have been the improve-
nientF to the Perth station approaches. That
part of the city is no longer an eyesore. but
is now something to he proud of. There
has beern [lie replacing of locomotive hoilers.
Suich a pitch did we reach in regard to the
replacing of' defective and worn-out boilers
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that we had to import a considerable num-
her, but we have now caught up with the
arrears and are able to locally manufacture
all nesessary replacements.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Superheating
will help.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, and will Ileip in the maintenance of
boilers also. Ani improved type of water
tank has been installed on passenger
coaches. We bave been using a great ueal
of cement, and all of it of local manufacture.
Our steel castings are made in the State,
and thle mnatejial for uniforms for the whole
of the service is now being obtained from
the Albany Woollen Mills. Tests made by
the deparatmental experts show that the
quality of the AlLany material is very satis-
factory. The price is not very different
from what we would have to pay for the
imported stuff. That policy of using locally
manufactured material, whenever it is ob-
tamnable, will be adhered to, even to the ex-
tent of giving preference up to 10 or 12
per cent.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We have always
gone tip to 10 per cent.

The -MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
It is quite enough, too.

The MinisLer for Lands: The worst of it
is, they all know of it.

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
We have also introduced the cash on de-
livery system, which has p~roved a consider-
able boon. City films can now send stuff to
people in outback areas and those people, in-
stead of having- to send their money down in
advance, can pay the Railway Department
on delivery. Another thing that has made
for the contentment of the staff is that, at
the departmental houses scattered through
the coun~ry, we have supplied fruit trees.
which have added to the value of the pro-
.perties. Some of them were planted three
or four years ago and are now coming into
hearing, and when a man is transferred to
a country district, he finds the home provided
for him ev-er so much more attractive by
reason of there being a few fruit trees in
bearing. Mention has been made of the
number of apprentices employed at the work-
shops. It has been asserted that the Railway
Department do not employ the number of
apirrenti'es to which they are entitled. As
nmany apprentices as can be economically
absorbed ore now employed. It is a well-
known fact that the workshops, in addition

to supplying tradesmen for their own re-
quirements, train lads to meet the State's
requirement. generally. In recent years
there has been no difficulty, in obtaining all
the tradesmen required for the shops, and
many mna completing- their term of appren-
ticeship have had to seek employment else-
where. To show that we are training more
than wve can absorb, let me point out that
of 363 apprentices trained in the last 10
years, only 123 have been found employment
in our own shops. Consequently we have
trained considerably more than were neces-
sary for )or own requirements. In the last
three years the number of apprentices em-
ployed has been :-1923, 160; 1924, 202;
and( last year we had in our shops 230. So
thle Government workshops are doing their
fair shore to train sullicient artisans for the
requirements of the State.

Honl. Sir James 'Mitchell: They are needed
about the country. Are they fitters?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They comprise all sorts of workshops'
men. Many men trained in our work-
shops htaie had to go to the East-
ern States to obtain employment:
Four or five years ago I visited the New-
castle steel works, and there I met a dozen
or 15 men 1 knew who had received their
training here.

The Minister for Lands: To shift about
makes batter tradesmen of them.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
often happens that when an apprentice has
served his time hie is told to get a job else-
where and to come back after he has ob-
tained other experience. A boy who has
been knocking about a shop as an appren-
tice is apt to be treated as a boy even after
his apprenticeship has expired. If he goes
away for a year or two and gets other ex-
perience, he is received on his return with
thle respect he deseres as a tradesman.

Mr. Mfann: Even if you cannot employ
them, you ghA e them a trade.

The MINISTER FOR RAIL WAYS:
That is so. The average train loads have
been increased from 70 to 91 tons, and the
daily truck movement has been increased.
The truck loads have been improved, the
load tables generally have been revised, and
the running and the loco branches have been
kept in closer touch. The estimated revenue
from the tramways is £290,000 and the ex-
penditure £242,000, leaving a balance of
£48,000. Out of that we have to allow in-
terest amounting to £45,000, so that the net
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result of the operations will be about £3,000.
When from that is deducted the payment to
the local authority, the actual result will be
a loss, but that has been due largely to the
heavy expenditure for relaying. If I wished
to apportion blame, I could say that the re-
laying was neglected by previous Govern-
ments, but during the war period and after,
it was impossible to carry out other than
absolutely necessary work.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If I wanted an
excuse, I would say the blessed things should
never have been purchased.

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
But they have been purchased and we have
to face actualities. The relaying was not
undertaken owing to the increased costs and
the necessity for absolute economy during
the strenuous years of war. That, however,
does not alter the fact that wve have to make
up the leeway.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You do not
relay before it is necessary; otherwise it
would he a waste.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No, but a portion of the system got down to
the danger point. The Barrack-street line
from. the Town Hall to the Beaufort-street
bridge became absolutely dangerous. The
hrams used to bump over that section as if
on a switchback.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The short trains
buck so munch now that I wonder how the
conductors are able to stand on them.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The arrears of relaying have to be overtaken
now.

116n. Sir James Mitchell: It is the same
thing year by year.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is not so. The work was not done when
it should have been and the arrears now have
to be made up.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:- There will al-
ways be something to do.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
During the Inst twelve months we have spent
£56,600 in relaying tracks on the Mounf a
Bay-road from the Weld Club to the Swan
Brewery, from the Barrack-street jetty to
the Beanifort-street bridge, along Beaufort-
street from Newcastle-street, to Walcott-
street, in addition to laying the new route
for the Leederville line via the William-
street bridge. It was impossible to take the
£56,000 out of the revenue for one year.

Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell: Did you have
-any money in hand?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
Very little. The work now in hand includes
the relaying of the single track to Victoria
Park fromt the Causeway to Mint-street at
a cost of £15,500. This is financed by a
suspense account advanced by the Treasury
and the expenditure is spread over a period
of tour years.

MNr. Sampson: it is taking a long time
to relay, the Victoria lPark track.

The UINSTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That relaying has been practically com-
pleted, and there is also a duplication to be
done. The cost of the relaying will come
out of working expenses, while the cost of
the duplication will be debited to loan ex-
pendliture. We diverted the Leederville
trais front the Beaufort-street bridge to the
Horseshoe Bridge, and notwithstan ding aUl
the progntosti cations of danger and of its
being ebaracterised as suicide alley, the
danger has proved to be non-existent, and
niot, a single accident ]ias occurred. On the
other hand, considerable benefit has resulted
to the travelling public, and people living in
the Leederville district are gratified at the
maniner in which the traffic is now being
handled. The new route has resulted in
mere economical working, inasmuch as the
blocks that used to occur at the corner. of
Wellington-street and Barrack-street have
been eliminated.

Mr. Mar-shall: It was not fair of your
officers to slip up the Press so badly, parti-
cularly the "Sun day Tines." You should
have had one or two people killed.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
If the hon. member wishes to make a martyr
of himself in order to fulfil the prognostica.-
tions of the pressmen-

Mr. Sampson. You will sacrifice him'?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
He can think it over. I anm not at all snr-
prised, nor are the engineers surprised, that
the Horseshoe Bridge has not proved the
death-trap that some people said it would.
It was recognised that care would have to
be exercised. It is probably a good thing
that the agitation took place at the time be-
cause, while it was unpleasant for me to have
to undergo such criticism, which I knew was
unwarranted, it impressed upon everyone the
need for care, with the result that no one
attempts to make a speedway of the Horse-
shoe Bridge.

.Mr. Withers: It is safer for pedestrians
to-day than it was before.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Anyhow, the jeremiads of such awful tra-
gedies have proved to be wrong. The rate
debited to the tramways for generation of
electric current has beea at4red from 3.7d.
per unit to 1.125d., but even then wve are
charging our trains a considerably higher
rate than we charge to the Perth City Coun-
cil or the Fremantle trains and many indus-
trial undertakings. On the experience of the
last eight or ten years, during which costs
have fluctuated violently and the purchasing
power of money has decreased so greatly,
nobody will dream of making a fifty years
agreement in future.

Mr. Sampson: The tramway system has
been favoured at the expense of the Gov-
ernment Electricity Supply.

The MINISTER FOR. RAILWAYS: No.
As regards departments which are correlated
under a single management, one would ex-
pect the price charged to the trains to be
the cost price, whereas in tact the trains
are being charged a much higher rate thani
that charged to many industrial undertak-
ings. As regards the agreement with the
Perth City Council, a State, like a private
person, should have the right to review an
agreement which has become utterly un-
reasonable. The price is absolutely ours-
munerative. It costs us almost Id. per unit
to 2enerate the current, and we have to
supply the Perth City Council at .75d. and
the Fremnantle trains at .875d.

Mr. Sampson: The figures do not seem
to justify the reduction to the Government
tramnways.

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: As
regards current, we supply a small individ-
ual consumer in the suburbs with power
for an electric iron at the same rate as we
charge a wholesale consumer like the tram-
ways, which take 8,000,000 units a year.
The tramuways by no means receive the con-
sideration they deserve as a large consumer.*
In connection with electricity supply, the
revenue for the current financial year is
expected to he £201,000, and the working
expenses £1I54,000, as against £186,000 and
£136,000 respectively for last year. The
balance of revenue over working expenses
is expected this year to be £47,000, which,
after deducting £42,000 for interest. will
leave a surplus of about £5.000, as against
the surplus of about £C10,000 for lat finan-
cial year. It is anticipated that revenue will
increase by £14,000, but that it will take

£18,000 more expenditure to earn this
amount. The adjustment in the price of
tramway current reduces the earnings by
£9,000. More expenditure wvill be needed in
maintenance of plant and distribution lines
and so forth. The current sold continues
to increase, and on the showing of the first
fou,' months of this financia]l year the esti-
mated revenue figures will no doubt be ex-
ceeded. A commencement has been wade
with the installation of the additional gen-
erating plant of 12,500 k.w. capacity. The
foundations have been begun, and the whole
of the plant has been ordered. Members
have no doubt read in the Press that after
a contt-oversy extending over six months the
Federal Government have remitted about
four-fifths of the duty, or D40,000, which
was to be charged on the plant in question.
It -was expected that the State Government
wvoul1 have to pay about £10,000 in duty,
but since then the rates have been increased
by 25 per cent, on certain commodities, and
we now find that we shall have to pay £3,000
more in duty than we expected when order-
ing the plant. When the new generating
set is in operation-which it is anticipated
will he about Christmas of 1926-there will
be no fear as regards the department being
able to meet all demands for current.

21r. Marshall: What about new rolling
stack?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
During the past 12 months a dozen new
double-bogey cars have been put on the
track. As in the railways, so in the tram-
wvays, we could do with more rolling stock.
If the Treasurer is prepared to supply the
money, we shall be prepared to go on, and
to showv results too. Much of the expendi
ture, advocated by members in this Chamber
cannot benefit the Consolidated Revenue, but
any amount of expenditure on the railways
and tramways would advantage the finances
of the State. I commend these Estimates to
the Committee.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [10.25]: First
let me express my appreciation of the cour-
tesy of the 'Minister when deputations in-
troduced by' me have waited on him to prefer
requests. I would also like to express my
thanks to the Commissioner of Railways and
his staff for their courtesy during the past
12 months. I was surprised to note that
the M1ini-ter expected I would stand by the
Queensland railway system. During the last
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nine years the Queensland system has accum-
ulated losses of £11,450,000, and last year's
loss was in round figures something over £3
per urinute. lin respect of both loss and
uncomfortable travelling, the Queensland
trains have secured something like a record.
it is a fact that the appearance of many of
our railway stations has been improved. At
the end of last year and the beginning of
this year in passing through. a suburban
station I noticed a wonderful crop of peaches
on a tree in the station master's yard. That,
1 believe, is not exceptional, many station
masters having beautified the railway prem-
ises with flowers and increased their utility
by planting fruit trees. In the main stations
and suburban stations great improvements
have been brought about, and the position
to-day is certainly very different from what
it was not long since. The Commissioner is
to be congratulated on the fact that he does
not sacrifice everything to the utilitarian
aspect, but gives some consideration to the
lbeautiful. As the same time, I know of some
people wvho would have no difficulty in crit-
icising some of the advertising- displayed on
railway stations. The staff generally are de-
serving of praise and congratulation because
of the absence of accidents bat there is a
possibility of accident in connection with the
N exy, poor headlights which are alfflxed to thle
locomotives. The 'Minister for Ag-ricuilture
will, I think, remember passing over a rail-
way line out at Maddington some time ago
with mae, when we had great difficulty in
noticing tine light on an approaching train.
It was pointed out some time ago by the
Minister for Railways that the installation
,of acetylene or electric light on thle locomo-
tives would entail heavy expense. Still it
may be possible to improve even the
p)resent kerosene headlights. I hope so,
because it is a fact that on a night when
there is a little rain these headlights can
only be seen with great difficulty. It is
astonishing that Ihe Railway Department
should fear mnotor competition to the extent
they do. The railways, of course, belong
to the people, and it is to the interest of the
people that the railways should be utilised
to the fullest extent. In very many cases,
however, the people favour motor traffic.
There is surelly opiottmity for improve-
meat onl the part of the Railway Department
-which will bring a gradually increasing pro-
p~ortion of traffic to the railways, thus even-
tually reversing the position. I know it has

been said time and again by those living
out of Perth that if goods are wvanted it is
nmore convenient to get them by motor lorry
than by train. 1 regret this. ft matters not
what Uovernment may be in power, the rail-
ways belong to the people, and it is to the
interests of everybody in the State that this
great asset should be used. StiUl, we must
acknowvledge that in many cases the motor
bus has brought improvement to the outer
suburban areas, and because of the service
it has provided (here is to-day an added
inumber living in those areas, while the num-
ber of visitors on Sundays and holidays has
increased greatly. There are opportunities
for competition and the only way to meet
the comnpetihion is by providing a better ser-
vice. The Perth-Armadale line, for instance,
is probably one of the roughest in the State.

The Minister for Railways: Bot we are
relaying that with 601b. rails!

The Premier: Yes, the member for Swan
has not been down there for some time.

Mr. SAMIPSON: That will be a great
blessing-. ]in order to aid the utilisation of
that line and to make it profitable, probably
steps will be taken to improve the timetable.
That could be brought about by running
motor coaches. The eharabanes compete
with the railway's at present because they
can provide a more frequent and more con-
venient service. When in Newv South Wales
I found that motor coaches were utilised
there at such places as Kyogle, add although
there wvas not much traffic the coach ran at
freqluent intervals and was a great conveni-
ence to the public.

Tine Minister for Lands: Why go to New
South Wnles when wve are doing it at Al-
bany?

Mr. SAMPSON: Iknow a motor coach is
juin from Albany to Denmark and I hope
that it 'vill prove successful. I think tile
Minister might use similar coaches on the
outer suburban lines, and if he did so it
would be a boon to the public. I believe it
would be at payable proposition if that sys-
temn were adopted for the Arinadale line.

.. rert that no reference was made by the
Minister to the Brotokion-Armadale line.

The Minister for Lands: That cannot be
dealt with now. That is for the Loan Esti-
mates.

Mri. SAMPSON: I know it has not been
approved. From an economic standpoint I
believe the line is justifled.
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member cannot discuss that question at this
stage.

MNr. SAMPSON: I truss that the.5Minister
will give fatournble consideration to an ex-
tension of excursion fares. I have discussed
ihe matter with some of the departmental
officers who arc sympathetic, and I under-
stand consideration is to be given to the
question. I believe the excursion fares are
limited to a distric! within 30 miles of Perth.
That means that a large number of children
arc not able to take advantage of the excur-
sion fa 'res. I hope the Minister will liberal-
ise the conditions so that the benefit can be
enjoyed by a greater number of children. I
would like to point oit that it is noi always
possible to obtain Western Australian to-
bacco in the different railway refreshmaent
roomns. I suggest that the Minister give some
attention to that niatter.

The 2 1liuister for Lands: You mean tobacco
tinned in Western Australia.

Mr. SAMIPSON: Yes, and cigarettes. I
thank the 1 mnister for introducing the cash
on delivery system. I had the pleasure of
taking deputations to the Minister on two
occasions and, now that the system has been
inaugurated, I believe much business will be

dortQ when the systemn beconmcs more widely
known.

The~ Minister for Railways: It will fia-
prove.

M1r. SAMPSON: It has proved a most
useful system in lioth Queensland and South
Africa.

The Mlinister for Lands: Does it apply t o
all goods?

Mr. SAMIPSON: Yes, except livestock.
The 'Minister for Lands: What cominis.

sion is charged?
.%r. SAMPSON : The minimum rate

charged is 3d. on each 10s. or part thereof,
with a minimum charge of 6d., that is, plus
freight and insurance, if that is desired.
I hope the Commissioner will see to it that
the public are made aware of this system.
Another mattr-to which the 'Minister has
not been able to agree-is the forward-
ing of hale cases of frufit at a lower rate than
that charged for full cases, which is is. 6d.
The growers a~sk that the half-case should he
forwarded at half the rate, or at aill events
at Is. In 'Victoria they have two weights,
S0lbs. and fiflbs., and the Commissioner of
Railways has instituted a new sy, stem of rail
delivery. The Victorian Commissioner, in his

efforts to bring new business to the rail-
ways, has done a great deal to encourage the
eonsumiption of fruit. Illustrated posters are
displayed on the railway stations throughout
Victoria. The Dried Fruits Association there
has benefited very muchb by these efforts on.
the part of the Commissioner. The posters
set out the rates charged for conveyance by
rail and for subsequent delivery by road of-
fruit and tomatoes. Up) to 25 mils, for A
30-lb. case of fruit the rail charge is 6d. plus
the carrier's delivery charge of 9d. So for-
is, 3d. the fruit is conveyed 25 iles by rail
and then delivered to any postal address in
a suburb of Mlbourne. For a rail distance
of 100 miles the rail charge is Pd. and the
carrier's charge is Pd., or Is. Gd. in all. For
a 6011). package, up to 25 miles the rail
charge is 9d. and the carrier's charge Is. For
distances between 370 miles and 400 miles
the rail charge is Is. 5d. and the carrier's
charge Is., or 2s. 5d. in all.

The Minister for Railways: For 5s. we
carry a full case from Albany to 'Marble
Bar.

Mr. SAMIP 'SON: Yes, we have here a-
very fine system, but it provides only for a
cull case. The Victorian system is nn im-
provement, because there the purchaser has
onl~y to order the fruit and pay the fees,
whereas here arrangrements. hare to he made
for the delivery of the fruit. The IMinister

ight well give consideration to the Vic-
torian system, which is meeting- with con-
spicuous success. In the report of the Tram-
ways Department it is shown that in 1924
there was a deficit of £155, whereas in 1L925
this was converted into a surplus of £700, or-
a difference of £024. In 1924 the Electricity
Supply Dep-atment showed a surplus of
£429. hut in 1925 it had become a deficit of'
.C9,124. Thle position is that the tramways
hiave benletitedI at the cost of the Electricity
Sup-ply.

The Minister for Lands: The tramways
were being. charged too much previously.
Electricity was ceaper in Kalarnunda than
at the powver house.

'Mr. SAMPSON: That wvas only elec-
tricity for domestic power purposes. In 1924
the Tramways were debited with electric
current ait 1.5d. per unit, hot in 1925 Ihis was
reducedi to L.3Td. The position did not jus-
tify the reduction.

The Minister for Railways: You cannot
continue to make time Tramways pay 1/d.
per unit more than anyvone else has to pay.
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Mr. SAMPSON: The position dlid not
warrant a decrease, seeing that the Elec-
tricity Department showed a surplus of only
£42'J when the reduction was made.

Tf le Minister for Railways: The tramn-
ways were being charged an unwvarrantably
high price.

Mr. SAMPSON: The loss in 1025 was
£2,124. The traftnwsys must buy the current
at the best price, bitt can) the eletricity sup-
ply afford to sell it at a less rate than wvas
charged in 1924?

The Mfinister for Railways: They are sup-
plying to the City Council at .76d. and are
losing oil it.

The M1inister for Lands: They should not
supjply% to Kalamunda at 1/4d.

The Minister for Railways: We cannot
get out of the agreement with the City Coun-
cil, which has a currency Of 50 years.

Mr. SAMPSON: People in the outer sub-
urban districts appreciate the fact that elec-
tric current has been made available to them.

The Minister for Lands: They are being
supplied at 11/d. and it costs 3d.

Mr. SAMPSON: I think the cost is 11/d.
The Minister for Railways: If we could

get it at cost price from the City Council,'
we could extend electricity all over the met-
ropolitan area at a low rate.

Mr. SAM.%PSON: There has been no re-
duction in the price of coal or the cost of
labour to affect the cost of generating cur-
rent; consequently I cannot understand how
it is possible to reduce the price of current
to the tramways. The tramnways must have
current.

The Minister for Railwvays: What dif-
ference does it make, anyhow?

Mr. SAMPSON: It is the (difference be-
tween a small surplus and a fair loss to the
Electricity Department.

The Minister for Railways: Then the
tramways benefit, so wvhat difference does it
make?

Mr. SAMPSON: The tramways benefit
at the cost of the Electricity Department.

Hon. G. Taylor: But both of them are
Government departments.

Mr. SAMPSON: Prom the outer subur-
ban areas requests bare been received for an
extension of the cables.

The Minister for Railways: You are not
going to get consideration at the expense
-of the tramway system.

Mr. SAMPSON: If the Electricity De-
pertinent are already making a loss, I can
anticipate an objection being raised to re-
quests for extensions of the cables.

The Minister for Railways: We cannot
supply more current until we get the addi-
tional unit.

Mr. SAMIPSON: The Electricity Depart-
ment are being levied upon unduly as corn-
pared with previous years. Whereas the
department Aci e able previously to pay
their wvay, they cannot now do so. When
requests are made for further extensions,
objections "'ill be raised on the ground that
the Electricity Department are showing a
loss.

The Minister for Railways: The tramnways
will not pay a higher rate than they should
in order that electricity may be extended to
the outer suburban areas. If we can get a
fair price from the City Council, you will
get extensions everywhere. The City Coun-
cil get the current for less than cost.

Mr. SAMPSON: Since the reduction has
been made to the tramnways, the Electricity
Department have incurred a loss.

The Minister for Railways: The tramways
wvere charged double the price the City
Council were charged- 1A/d. against .75d.

Mr. SAMPSON: The outside people have
met the Obligations they entered into and,
are not responsible for the Electricity De-
partment's deficit, and the fact of there
being- a deficit should not influence the de-
partmient when requests are made for other
extensions.

The 'Minister for Railways: Someone has
to pay the loss.

Mr. SAMPSON: The reduction to the
tramnways applied to 8%4 million units and
the consequent saving amtonted to £4,160.
The tramways are in a better position to
face that than are the people in the outside
areas.

The Minister for Railways: No, they are
not.

Mr. SAMPSON: The outside people ap-
preciate the consideration given to them, and
there is added prosperity in those districts
hecause of electricity h aving been made
available.

Tne Mlinister for Railways: They will get
more extonsions wvhen we have the new
unit,

Mr. SAM~PSON: I am glad to have that
assurance. I hope the additional unit will
soon be available to generate more power.
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The Minister for Railways: in about 12
monlths, time.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [10.58]: The
Mlinister referred to roiling stock. 1 'should
like to know whether he has considered the
necessity for providing more louvred vans
for the fruit industry.

The Minister for Railways: That comes
under the Lxon Estimates, in which 100
louvred vans have been provided for.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: A hundred?

The Minister for Railways: Yes, but
whether the Treasurer will give us the money,
I do not know.

Mr. J, H. SMITH: With the prosperity
of the timber industry and a good wheat
harvest, I amn afraid the rolling stock will
again prove to be short of requirements.

The Mfinister for Railways: Our wheat
harvest is estimated at 3,000,000 bushels
less than last year's.

Mr. 3. H. SM]11TH:- Last year there was
absolute congestion. The timber contrac-
tors and the mills experienced great difficulty
inl gettiljlg trucks. It is a crying shame that
perishable produce like fruit is placed in
open trucks when Iouvred vans should be
provided. That is the error of previous
Go; dlu.ucn; s. Promibes were made year
after year that louvred vans would be pro-
vided, and yet the samie unsatisfactory con-
ditions prevail. I should like an assurance
from the M3inister that we shall have more
louvred vans. As regards re-g-radilng and
re-laying of lines, every traveller an the
Donnybrook line knows that heavy loss is
incurred day by day, month by mionth, year
in year out, hy every train running there.
The Minister, as a practical railway man,
knows of thaj loss, and also of the loss
arising from the gradient of the line from
Brunswick to Collie. Instead of starting
the work of re-grading on the billiard-table
level between Perth and Bunbury, the de-
partment should have addressed themselves
to the very bad grade on, for instance, the
Donnybrook line, on one section oif which
only 150 tons can be pulled as against 750
tons on other sections. Thea they would
be stsrting, at the right end. I presumec
it is useless to bring up the old bogie of
the condition of station buildings. It is
nice to have a. profit, generally speaking;
hut it is wrong to show a profit on the work-
ing of the railways. In any ease, it is the

people who produce that profit; and 1 sug-
genat to the Minister that somne attention ho
gfiven to our station buildings and other
railway structures. For the want of a little
paint much money is being lost.

The Minister for Railways: That is not
so.

_1r. J. H.1 S-11TH: Practically every sta-
tion requaires attention. Moreover, conven-
iences at railway sidings are greatly lacking.
At Boyap Brook the cattle yard needs atten-
tion, and at Pemberton a railway station is
badly wanlfted.

The Minister for Railways: That is being
attended to now.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: At 3lnjmup, an im-
portant centre, there is no railway platform
to speak of.

The Mfinister for Lands: It is a great
mistake to make platforms at all.

Afr. J. H, SMITH: It would not
be so bad if railway carriages were
so constructed that people could get on and
off with comfort and safety. To-day at many
platfunins travellers next to the engine have
to descend four or fire feet.

The 'Minister for DRailwa9ys: The ballas~t is
generally made up.

>Vr. .1. 1-1. S1MITH: On the Loan Esti-
mates; 1 -,hall have something to say regard-
ing zailways for the South-West. As to re-
grading I suiggest to the Minister that in-
stead of spending- money where the need is
not urg1ent, hie should spend it on the one in
four grades.

The Minister for Railways: We have
planned an annual programme of regrading.

Hon. Sir JT"IES MITCHELL: Y move---

That progress be reported.

Motion p ut, and a division
followving result:

Ayves
Noes

taken with the

12
- . 17

Majority against -. 5

Ayit.

IMr. Brown
Mr. Davy
Mr. Griffths
Mr. E. B. Johnston
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Mani)

Sir James Mitchel)
Mr. North
Mr. Sampson
Mr. 3. H. Smith
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Richardson

(r*eier.)
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flous.
Mr. Aagwln Mr. McCsam
Mr. Chesaca Mr. Blunsia
Mr. Collier Mr. Bleeman
Mr. Coverley Mr. Troy
Mr. Cunningham Mr. A. Wanabreugh
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wilicoek
Mr. Lawoud Mr. Wither.
AMr. Lutey M r. Heron
Mr. Mmrshgjl (Toller. 0

FAIR.
Avz. j No

Mr, Denton jMr. Wilson

.1otion thus negatived.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [11.9]:- I
congratulate thle Minister onl having a pleas-
ant story to tell. One or two matters men-
tioned by him affect the Toodyay electorate.
The M1inister alluded to the extenlsion of timue
for hauiling wheat. The extension is a good
thing, piN ided it does not go too far. A
few years ago it would not have been possible
Only by a better system of marketing has
it been rendered practicable. That was only
possible by the expenditure of a good deal
(of money on the part of those concerned in
the marketing of their products. They have
built sheds to protect their wheat.

The Minister for Railways: And we leased
the ground to them at a low rate.

Mr. LINDSAY: The land was vacant and
-was (of no use for anything else bat wheat,
amid we are 1-aying for it. We also got some
sleepers for this lpurpose.

The Minister for Railways: We spent
£15,000 onl improvements at the sites.

1\r. LINDSAY: silt that was for the
bienefit of the railways.

rThe -Minister for Railways: No, it was to
imphlrove the arranglements for the wheat. We
did nut get a shilling extra for doing it.

Mr. LINDSAY? Thre reason for this pro-
vision was to extend the time available to
the railways to lift tile wheat. A matter
that concerns the railways as well as thr-
producers and time State generally relates to
motor competition. Travelling around the
country districts, it is rather regrettable to
find that most of the wool and a good deal
of petrol, nil, and so on is carried by motor
transport. Most of the highly remunerative
freights are now carried by motor. I real-
ise what this means. If the eyes are to be
picked out of the freights by the motors,
the lower freights will have to be increased.
Trhe Railway Department has to keep the
tracks in repair, while local governing bodies

have to maintain good roads for the motor
transport.

Ilon. G. Taylor: But vehicles have to pay
a wheel tax.

MAr. LiNDSAY: What does that amount
to? The rates in my district have gone tip
over 400 per cent., and that has been in order
to make roads for motor transport. We are
not gyetting- that money returned to as. For
my part. I believe that motor transport is
merely a flash in the lian. The owners of
mnotor lorries will feel the pinch in 12 months'
time when they are called upon to recondi-
tion thle vehicles. They wil then find that
the trallie is not as profitable as they find it
now.

Mr. Grilfitbs; A lot of them are recondi-
tioning their lorries now and already finding
that out.

Mr. LINDSAY: 'We cannot do without
the railways, and those who have their in-
terests in the country districts should sea to
it that the railways get some of the cream
as well as the skimmed milk. I realise that
the freight per ton per mile on wheat is very
low, but if we consider the financial position
of the railways, it becomes apparent that the
more wheat carried, the greater the profit,
Wheat is conveyed by the train load and
constitutes thle cheapest freight that can be
handled. It is muach better than other lines
that mean the return of so many empty
trucks. On the other hand, wheat is loaded
into full trains and is taken direct from the
siding to Fremantle, or to the mill. Thus
when we give consideration to this question
we should have regard for that aspect. Be-
fore starting to criticise the conveyance of
wheat, we should take into consideration the
financial position of the railways and the
effect the wheat haulage has upon it.

The Minister for Railways: I did not say
wre hauled wheat at a loss, hut that we had
just about got through.

Mr. LINDSAY: Another matter to which
1 would like to draw attention is the fact
that the railways have resumed a large area
of land at some stations, such as Clackline.

The Minister for Railways: We fixed that
matter up the other day.

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes, but I want the
'Minister to understand the position in eon-
neetion with tha roads there. Of the Fed-
eral main road grant of £48,000, about
£E16,000 has been set aside for the Northamn
road. I hope the Government will realise
what the position is there and make the
money available.
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The Mlinister for Railways: I have no-
thing to do with that. I made the land avail-
able.

The M1inister for Lands: There is no
money provided- on the Estimates for the.
expenditure of loan moneys.

Mr. LINDSAY: I realise (hat fact, but
the Railway Department has resumed the old
road and I understand there are two blocks
that have yet to be dealt with. It is no use
surveying a new road unless steps are taken
to construct it. Having taken over a road,
it is the dutty of the department to replace
it. A day or two ago I brought before the
Commissioner of Railways the necessity for
extra facilities on the Beneubbini-fu kin-
budin section. In the event of perishable
gloods being despatched, it is a long time to
ask the settlers to wait, seeing that a train
goes to the district only once a week. Dur-
ing the summer months in particular, and
during the time the wheat traffic is on the
road, it should be possible to provide two
trains a week.

The Minister for Railways: You would
like a definite time table for goods traffic.

Mir. LINDSAY: Yes, that would assist.
Although we have onl 'y one train a week the
Government should realise that the district
is progressing. A new hotel has been
erected in the district at a cost of £.10,000.

The 'Minister for Lands: That is the first
-sign of decay.

Mrt. LINDSAY: I disagree with that con-
tention.

The "Minister for Railways: And so do 1.
Mr. LIND)SAY: Towns seem to stagnate

11ntil a hotel is erected.

M4R. BROWN (Pingellv) [11.20]: Certain
promised improvements to the -railways are
held in abeyance, no money being available.
The Minister says the railways are there, not
to wake a profit, but to develop the State.
Still, we cannot have the railways run
at a loss. -Many districts are snifering
rrTeat inconvenience by reason of having to
put up with the original station buildings
erected many years ago. That obtains at
Pingellv. M-Nany back country sidings have
no ramps. This makes it difficult for old
ladies to climb into the coaebes.

The Minister for Lands: Would a step-
ladder meet the case?

Mr. BROWN: It might. I know that in
America they do not go in much for ramps.
I have made many requests to the Commis-
sioner for stockyards and other facilities. at

country stations, but- have been told there
was no money available, and that the traffic
did not warrant the expenditure. I deplore
the competition the railways have to meet
in motor tnicks. On a short country run
the other day I1 met 13 motor trucks laden
with wool. Some people think the motor
trucks have not come to stay, but I am con-
'laced that they will stay. In Victoria 30
years ago, coming down from Golden Valley
we passed dozens of horse teams competing
against the railways. What did the Vic-
torian Itailway Commissioner do? He re-
duced his freighlts to such an extent that he
ran those horse teams, off the road in one
year.

The Ainister for Lands: And then they
s-aecd the Commissioner.

Mr. BROWN: I do not remember that,
but I know that hie did run the teams oft
the road. The Mlinister to-night spoke of
increasing certain freights to make uip for
unprofitable freights, such as that on super.
But that low rate on super. leads to a greatly
increased volume of wheat to be carried over
the railwayvs. I should like to see the Corn-
missioner make an attempt to run the motor
trucks and charabanca off the -road, as he
could easily do if he chose to reduce the
fares and freights. Just fancy a motor ha
running from Albany to Perth!1

'Mr. Davy: The people would rather ride
in motor buses.

Mr. BROWN: I do not think so. From
Narrogin to Perth there is but one fare,
somewhere about 15s. You cannot get a
second class railway ticket for that.

Mr. A. Wnnshroughl: A daylight service
would stop the competition.

Mr. BROWN: It milobt have an effec-t
upon it, but the railway system should bie
made to pay.

The Minister for Lands: A queer -way to
make it pay-by reducing& freights.

Mr. B3ROWN: That is the only way to
do it. We build railways to develop the
country, and then private enterprise comes
along with motor conveyances and beats the
railways for the traffic. Now increased fares
are suggested for the railways.

The M.%inister for Railways: That is not so.
Mr. BROWN: What with the 44-hour

week and the increased wages to all the men
fares and freights will have to be increased.
Tilen look at the trains: the tram L travel on
rocks so badly that by the time I get home
I1 am seasick. The track is in a deplorable
condition. I have seen the trains rocking
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until one was afraid they would leave the
rails.

i-ion. Sir James M10itchell; Do they rock
in the morning or in the evening?

Mr. BROWN: The tramway tracks are in
a dreadul condition, and this fact in itself
helps the buses to successfully compete with
the trains. These are serious matters that
should receive the Mfinister's consideration.
Something must be done to enable the rail-
ways to compete with the motor buses.

The Minister for Railways: I am consider-
ing it already.

Mr. BROWN: Of course this is a free
country and we cannot say thht there shall
be no buses, hut we can fight them with our
own weapons. With private enterprise it
becomes a miatter of the survival of the
attest.

The Minister for Lands: You know there
is an hionoorable understanding to fix prices
all round.

Mr, BROWN: But there is no honour-
able understanding- between the railways and
die buses. This is a question that the Rail-
way' Department must face. Considering
that our lines are of only ;ift. (in. gauge,
our railway serviet. is one of the huest in
the wenld. Where we have heavy rails, the
speed of the trains and the facilities p~ro-
vided for the public are very good. We
should be proud of the manner in which our
railwvaysv. are muanag~ed; I have no fault what-
ever to find with them. When travelling in
a mixed train over a spur line, it stands to
reason that speed must be low. There are
no station masters at sidings; the engines
have to do a good deal of shunting and it
takes a good many, hours to travel a few
miles. The Brook ton-GCorrigain railway is aL
very light line and on certain sections the
goods have to lie conveyed to Corrigin via
Narrog-in bec-ause somne of the grades will
not lernnit of more than 200 tons being car-
ried, though on other parts of the line 400
or 500 tons can be cardied.

'Mr. A. Wanshrough: That is the worst of
eheo'p railways.

MrAh BROWN: With light rail ways it is
often necessary to run a greater mileage.
This is a matter that should be considered
liv the Commissioner. I know that money
will be neededl to put certain lines, into eon-
dition, and it may he necessary to build new
linesz In the eastern wheat belt many miles
of haulage could b)e saved it the line were
carried straight through to Armadale. That
is a matter the Government should consider.

Only by such means can our railways be-
made to pay. A road grant has been made
available by the Federal andi State Govern-
ments and the trouble is to learn what roads
will be declared main roads. P'ossibiy some
of them will be roads running parallel to
railways. If those roads are put into good
order, the better they will be for the running
of motor trucks. I like to be loyal to the
Government and to the State railways, piro-
vided we get reasonable fares and freights.
Ouir railways are exceptionally well managed
and] our officials are extremely courteous, and
for light lines J think our service is equal
to any other of its kind. Still, there is no es-
eaprng the fact that we are up against motor
traffic competition and considerable money is
being diverted to bus traffic that should go,
to the railwvays. The Government will have
to combat the buses; otherwise there will be
a loss on the running of the railways every
year. Surely something can be done to com-
bat them. We want to live and let live, but
we have to see that the railwvays pay. New
settlers and people taking uip land outback
will1 require new railways.

Mr. Marshall: Why do not they agitate
for a private company to give theni motor
transport?

Mr. BROWN: We mnight obviate the build-
ing of more railways if we couldt put our
roads into good order, and- feed the rail-
way* s by motor transport. This might help
to make the railways pay.

'rhe M21inister for Lands: 1 am afraid a
large nuQmber of your electors wvould kick if
they thought you meant that.

Mr. BROWN: In myv electorate xve have
new settlements, and I should not be sur-
pnised if a deputation approached the Pre-
mier shortly with a request for a railway.

The Minister for Lands: I shall suggest
that they try to get a company to provide
motor transport.

Mr. BROWN: A number of the settlers
formned a company and provided mnotors to
feed the railways, but they got into d1cl
ties because the shareholders Wui~c people inho
were on the I.AB. a-nd they could ntf. meet
their obligations.

Air. Griffiths: And they got into Jlidjeul-
ties -when they had to recondition their
trucks.

Mr, BROWN : Yes. The Government
feared that they -would be establishing a
precedent if they granted these people assist-
ance. I think they made a mistake in
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refusing to assist them. If the Government
had given "tem some help--

The Minister for Lands: We would have
been at the whim of every motor ear agrent
in Western Australia.

Mkr. BROWN : There is only one thing
left and that is to formn good roads. and
then probably lprivate enterprise will liro-
ride feeders for the railways. A consider-
able 41uan1tity of wheat is grown inl that
locality and it is typical of other localities.
When wheat is grown at a distance of 40
or 50 miles from a railway, as is being- done
-this year, it is impossible to make it pay un.-
less the people can get their produce trans-
porte? to manrket at ai reasonable cot. 11olor
vehicles cannot compete with the railways if
the railways arc operated in a proper way.
The irianagoinent of railways is a commiterciail
eoifern and we know that a man in private
business ;ometimes has to incur a loss in
order to retain his trade. Though be makes
a loss for- a little while, he gains in the end.
l feel sure the Government have tried to do
their best for the people.

I-on. Sir James Mitchlell:; They do not
know qjuite how. That is the trouble.

Mr. Mlann: They are doing their best, but
are not doing too well.

The illinirzter for Lands: You do not know
how to show is, anyhow.

Mr. BROWN: Tt has been the aim of
every Government to construct new lines and
give the people all possible facilities. But
the present Government are faced with a
serious problem in motor competition, and
the sooner they realise it the better.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremnintle) [ 17.40]: 1
wish to draw attention to the dangerous eon-
ditinn of the Fremantle railway bridge. I
have referred to this matter onl other occa-
sions, but upl to data T do not appear to
have done much good. This bridge is cost-
ingr between £2,000 and £4,000 every year
for repairs.

[M1r, Manni called attention to the state
of the Committee. Bells rung, and a quorm
formed.]

Mr-. SLEM.\N: If we were sure that
this expenditure was making the bridge safe
I would not complain. 'f believe an expiendi-
ture of twice that amount would not make it.
safe. There is a mass of tiber around the
bridge. and there is no room in which to
drive another pile. As one pile is withdrawn,
another is put in its place.

The M1inister for Lands: That has beer
the case for the last 20 years.

Mr. SLEEMTAN: Some, of the reports or
the hridee hare seriously reflected upon thc
structure. The first report I have here ih
datedI the lat 'May, 1923. This states intci
alias-

Stay piles "'up"' bridge, East side: The
origin~al piles have all been condemned, and are
now supported on underwater walings hetween
two new piles. This arrangement is not toe
satisfactory. 'When any of the present'pieIc
are condemned it would be more satisfactorN
to drive a single pile in the same position
the ouiginal pile.
Some of the piles are in a bad conditior
tIhroiichi dry rot.

The present longitudinal walings which arc
partly submerged are badly eaten by teredo.
and should he rela' by now 14in. by 7in.
walings fitted above water.

The Minister for Railways: After thatl
date the bridge was repaired.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Was it? The report con-
linuies an folio 709 as follows:-

It will be seen that the piles and beams are
in far from a satisfactory condition, so muct
so that a large proportion of the structure
should be renewed this year, and practically
tinr- whole bridge should lie renewed-( in the
course of the next fewv Years. It is estimated
that about 94.000 should he spent this year
to keep the bridge safe for tn tile. In view of
the enormous cost to maintain the present
structure the question of c-onstructing a new
steel bridge is worthy of consideration, as the
yearly espenditure eapitalised would provide
a good modern structure of a perma-nent type.

I was considering the advisability of in-
stalling electric power with an electric winch,
but the cost would be rather high, anid it could
only be used where power was available. Al-
though the plant would practically be in con-
stant use onl the North Frenmantle bridge,
thenyf might he an emergency Where it would
be required elsewhere, consequently, under the
circumstances, I think it better to obtain steam
or oil power.

TIhis mecans it -was necessary to keep a man
continually ontebig because the officer

was purehaing a winch to keel) there all
the time. The file continues:-

A thorough survey, both above and below
water level of this bridge has recently been
completed, which indicated that further exten-
sire renewals in both the superstructure and
substructure are required. The maintenance of
the bridge has been costing annually about
£1,400 until recently, increasing to £2,000 lnst
year. The survey, however, shows that anl ex-
penditure of £E4,000 will be required during
year 1923-1924 to renew some portions of the
bridge, and that the entire structure will prac-
tically require to be renewed during the next
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few years. In view of the heavy and increasing
maintenance costs, the construction of a new
steel bridge should be seriously considered
either at the present site or higher uip the river.

T'li report to the Chiief Engineer says:-

The proposal shown on folio 2 of this file, as
I understand it, is to put concrete pipes around
the piles as they are driven, Of course this
would necessitate closing one bridge to traffic
whilst work is in progress, which is to be
avoided if possible. I do not recommend the
proposal to put in concrete foundations to a
mark above high water and carry the top por-
tion of piers onl same. If concrete piers are
built, the wooden trestle work should be done
lae Cihie altogether. As pointed out by tile

laeCifEngineer, thle scour would be in-
creased, and this is very heavy at present.

Folio 720 contains a minute from the Com-
miissioner of Hnailwvays to Mr. Scaddan, and

this sas:-

The question of a new bridge to replace the
timber bridge at North Fremantle has been
a subject of consideration for very many years.
1 do not know exactly how rumours referred
to have got about, but altogether apart from
any knowledge of this file T. put the following
paragraph in my quarterly report to 30th
June, 1923, on the subjic-' 'A thorough
survey, both above and beclow- water level of
this bridge, has recently been completed, which
indicates that further extensive renewals in
both the supcrstructnr and substrueture arc
required. The inainientance of-the bridge has
beeni costing annnally about £1,.400 until re-
cently. increasing to £2,O0b last year. Thle re-
cent survey, however, shows that anl expendi-
ltre of £4,000 wi 'l1 be required (luring year
192.3-24 to renew some portions of thle bridge,
and that the entire structure in its present
form will require to he renewed during thle
next few years. Iii view of the heavy and in-
creasing maintenance costs, the construction
of a new steel bridge shotild be seriously con-
sidered ait an early dlate, either at the present
site or higher tip the river.,"

The diver's report on the 1st December,
1924, says-

The piles and under walings have been
examined by Diver It. Willis; 21 piles have
been condemined; 4 walings also condemned.
Eaten by teredo.

A. further report from the diver on the 13th
December, 1924, says-

We require good piles. Several of these are
very crooked, and can only be used in places
where there is plenty of room for driving.
You will note by P.O. 46812 this material was
supposed to he inspected before loading, and
should not in my opinion have been acepted.

Thi shws lin ony the straighitest and best

of material can be used, as the timber that
had been sent up was not good for the
bridge.

The MLkinister for Railways: What does
all this go to show? It has been fixed up
since.

Mr. SLEEIMAN: Has it? On the 16th
May, 1025, the following report was given
to Foreman Hoare:-

I beg leave to report inspection of piles and
under water walings by Diver Willis, com-
pletedI 14-5-25. Condemned 13 piles and 2
under water walings. Giving No. piles key
plan 1 pier piles 29 and 51, 2 pier ipile 4-5,
pier pile 21-6, pier pile 27-9, pier pile 29, 13
pier piles 9-10-29-14, pier pile 6, water wal-
ig at I and 3 piles, 16 pier pile 3-18, pile 10

and water waling at riles 17 and 19, G- pier
pile 2. All Other piers good condidtioa.

This shows that even as late as this date 13
piles and two under wvater ;vailings have
been condemned. This sort of thing is
going n from time to time through the
piece,

The 31ii lter for Riailways: This shows
that we are inspecting the b'ridge thoroughly
every few months, ind that if anything goes
wrong- we shall know all about it.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Then comes a memo
dated the 16th July, 1925, fromn the Chief
-Engineer for Way and Works to the Chief
Mechanical Engineer, rending-

As a precaution against accident to the men
wro are continually working on the railway
bridge at North Fremantle, I1 shall be glad if
you will issue instructions to enginemen to
sound their whistles loudly when approaching
the bridge at either end, It is suggested that
the instruction be issued per medium of the
''Weekly Notice."

If the mien are "continually working, on the
railway bridge" there must, in the opinion
of thle department, he reason for it.

The Minister for Railways: Yes. W e
want the bridge kept ini order.

MNr. SLEEMAN : On the 17th Septem-
ber, 1925, the following sugge.st:ui' ;s pui
up by the Engineer fox Way and Works to
the Fremantlc Harbour Trust:-

It must be understood that the proposal is
a rough scheme Oly.), and suljeCt to further
investigation; and in view of tihe estimated
cost of time 1prdtue. ;ind the probability of the
harbour extension beyond the present road
bridge not being necessary for many years
to conie, it would no doubt be a more econ-
onical prop~osition to provide a temporary rail-
way bridge close to the site of the proposed
combined bridge.

The M.1inister for Lands: And then
build a new bridge later.

Mr. SLEEMNAN: Now we coute to a mat-
ter affecting not only the bridge but also the
Government employees of this country. On
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the 19th October, 1925, the following memo.
is addressed to the district engineer:-

Stores Department advise cannot supply 1
inch bolts. I have seen Saunderi & Stewart,
and they have plenty of 1% inch round, which
they could obtain. This order was placed on
21-8-1925 for North Fremantle bridge, and
we now require the bolts.

On the following day the district engineer
writes to the Workshops Mnnget at Mid-
land Junction-

On 21-8.1925 S.F. 2420 was scat you for
the nmanufaeture of bolts (various sizes) for
use in the Fliver Bridge at North Fremantle.
Up to the present time these have not been
supplied, but I understand they are all made
with the exception of the nuts for the 1
inch bolts. As these bolts are urgently re-
quired, I shall be glad to know when they may
be expected. Two. months seems to lie an unl-
reasonable tinm0 to wait.
The officer who put up the suggestion to
obtain the goods from Saunders & Stewart
was not doing his duty by the country. Not
only could t me 'Midland Workshops make
the bolts quickly, but the State ImJplelment
Works, alongside the bridge, Could turn them
out in a fewv hours. My opinion is that the
bridge is not in a safe condition It is an
eyesore to the lpublic, and a danger to travel-
lers. I would not lihe to suggest what might
happen in connection with that bridge.

The Minister for Railwvays: There is con-
stant supervision.

Mr. SLEEMAN: That shows the bridge
is not as safe as it should be. Otherwise
constant supervision wvould not be necessary.

The Ilinister for Lands: All bridges get
constant supervision.

Mr. SLEEMAUN: If a new bridge weore
built there, a gang of men would not be
constantly engaged on it. The men have to
be there in order to keep the bridge safe.

The Minister for Lands: In that way
wvork is provided instead of money being
sent out of the country to pay interest.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The building of a new
bridge would provide work too.

The Minmister for Lands: Only tempor-
arily.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The bridge will not be
built in a day. It is up to the Glovernment
to make a start.

The Minister for Lands: T hope I may
live to see the start.

M.Nr. SLEEMAX : Mfy hope is that the
Minister for Lands will not only see the
start but will see the bridge completed and
trains running over it before lie dies. We have
been told that it is the cost of the bridge that

prevents the work. If the Government are
not prepared to borrow money for the pur-
pose, they might finance the work by other
means. From the operations of the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust. a sum of close on
£:100,'000 accrues to the Consolidated Revenue
annually. The Government might earmark
that money for the building of the bridge.
The work could be done with six or seven
years' accumulation of the earnings of the
Harbour Trust. At present the money sim-
ply goes into revenue and the Trust are
doing, work out of loan funds.

The Minister for Lands: Who told you
that?

Mr. SLEEMAN: That is my information.
The Minister for Lands: The work is done

out of suspense account.
Mr. SLEEMAN: Out of what account

was the new shed at Fremnantle constructed?
Hon. Sir James 2litehell: Out of loan

suspense account.
Mr. SLEEMAN: The money might well

lie earmarked for the purpose I have sug-
gested. Again, we are supposed to get
three or four hundred thousand pounds
from the Federal Government. I do not
know that we shall get it, but if we do,
and if the Government are not prepared
either to spend loan money on the bridge,
or to earmark Fremntle Harbour Trust
profits for the purpose, then part of the
Federal grant might he so applied. I hope
one of my suggestions will be adopted, be-
cause I feel glad every time I have got ncross
the bridge. I do not mind it so much com-
ing out of Fremantle, because the train does
not travel so fast then.

The Minister for Railways: Nervous peo-
pIe can travel in the eblarabaucs.

Mr. SLEEMIAN: The state of the Fre-
mantle railway bridge drives many passen-
gers to the eharrabancs. I hope something
will be dlone, otherwise one of these days
an accident will surely happen.

The Minister for Lands: Where do your
people want the new bridge put?

M~r. SLEEMAN: I have no definite ideas
on that subject. We want the old bridge
pulled down, and after that we shall soon
know where we want the new bridge located.
The main thing is to get rid of the existing
dangerous structure. The position of the,
railway examiners at Fremantle requires
attention. It may be economical to have
a small number of men doing the important
work of examnining trucks, carriages, and



2070 [ASSEMBLY.]

so on without providing them with facilities,
but that position should be rectified. No'shed
is provided for them to work in, nor have
they oil coats to wear during the wet
weather.

The Minister for Railways: Why can they
not buy oil coats as everyone else does!

Mr. SLEEMIAN: In other branches of the
service the employees are provided with
coats, yet the railway examiners are forced
by the department to do their work out
in the rain' without any protection.

Mr. Lambert: Do they want silk shirts?
Mr. SLEEMAN: No. These men are ex-

pected to go out and examine the rolling
stock in all the wet weather and I do not
blame them if they seek shelter while it is
raining. The present state of affairs is not
satisfactory. They cannot do their work
properly and they should bc shown more
consideration.

Mr. A. Wansbirough: At times they have
to lie on their backs in 6 inches of water in
the pits!

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, when they are fool-
ish enough to do so. I would not blame
them if they refused to work in the rain.
Good luck to them for getting out of the wet,
if proper facilities are not provided for
them!

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What about
the sun? It is very hot sometimes.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Regarding the provision
for passengers, most hon. members will bear
me out when I sa~y that during the busy
hours people who arrive late, cannot ge~t
seats in the second class carriages running
between Perth and Fremantle, although
plenty of room is available in the first class
carriages. When men are tired after a
hard] day's work, they are entitled to a core-
fortable seat on their journey home. I
hope something wvill be done to remedy the
present position.

Mr. North: What about abolishing the
differential classes within thle metropolitan
areaq

Mr. SLEMTAN: I would support that
proposal, eslpecially in the metropolitan area.

The Minister for Railways: Would, you
agree to the second class fares being in-
creased to make up for the loss if we cut
out the first class facilities?9

Mr. SLEEMAq: No.

Alr. Davy: The second class passengers
will have to pay more than they pay at

present if the first class facilities are abol-
ished.

Mr. SLEEMA.N: That would not be fair.
If there were one class everyone would be
on the same basis.

The Minister for Railways: But the loss
wvould have to be made up.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The working man is as
much entitled to a comfortable seat as any-
one else. Then as to sleeping cars, I under-
stand that the (lepartment are building a
niunber of first class sleepers with two
berths. 'While I agree that twvo berths
are sufficient in one compartment, I hope
that second class sleepers will he constructed
on the same principle. The present second
class sleepers with six berths to a compart-
ment are more like dog boxes than anything
else. If h,'o-berth compartments cannot be
provided at present for second class sleepers,
at least the number of berths should
be reduced from six to four, especially
when we consider the number of women and
children who have to travel. I trust the
matters 1 have referred to will be dealt with.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
than) [12.5]: 1 do not know why the Min-
ister for Lands (Honl. W. C. Angwin) de-
cided that "'e must sit all night to deal with
the Estimates.

The Minister for Lands: I want to re-
lieve you from your duties as early as pos-
sible. There are only about four weeks be-
fore Christmas.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If that
is so, why did you adjourn last week?

The Mlinister for Lands: Why did not
your menmbers attend the House, as we did?

Hont. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
not the position at all.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! That has no-
thing to do with the Vote.

Hon. Sir JAM.%ES MITCHELL: We have
shown the Government every consideration
and now similar consideration is not ex-
tended to us. T. understand that the Minis-
ter has decided to put the whole of the
Estimates through before we rise.

The Minister for Lands: Yes.
Hon. Sir JAMES MTITCHELL: That

means that we will continue till to-morrow
morning.

The Minister for Lands: There is no-
thing to discuss.

Hon. Sir JA3IES MITCHELL: We pro-
pose to discuss every item on the Estimates.
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The M1inister for Lands: You are welcome
to do so.

l1on. Sir JAM1ES MlITCHELL: It is our
duty and our privilege to do so, and we will
enjoy it to the fullest exteut. We have been
treated with very scant consideration,

The Minister for Lands: That is the last
thing you should have said. I have often
kept a quorum for you.

The CHLAIRMAN: Order! That has no-
thing, to do with the Vote.

The Minister for Lands: You should not
have said such a thing.

Hon. Sir JAMIES 'MITCHELL: Well,
we have kept a qluorum for you often
enough.

The M1inister for Lands: You have never
done so. I would not trust you to keep a
quorum.

lon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister should not be so ill-tempered.

The CHAIRAN: The hion member must
proceed to deal with the Estimates.

Hon. Sir JAMIES M1ITCHELL: I wish
to refer to the attitude of the Minister for
Lands.

The CHAIRMAN: You may not do so.
lion. Sir JAM.%ES MITCHELL: The

Minister for Railways in introducing his
Estimates was eloquent not so much re-
garding what lie said, as he was regarding
what hie did not say. We appreciate the
interest he has taken in his department but
the fact remains that the Mfinister did not
deal with a number of important matters in
connection with the railways. Before re-
ferring to those matters, I wish to congratu-
late the M1inister, the Government, and the
country upon the splendid results of the
working of the railways last year. The
Minister stated that during! the last four
years the improvement had amounted to
£C608,000. That is a magnificent achieve-
ment when we consider what the position
was in 1921. How easy it makes thle posi-
tioni of the Treasurer, because that £608,000
would have brought the deficit last year up
to nearly £607,000, if the financial result of
the railways had been what it was four years
ago. We ought to be very well satisfied with
the management of our railways, not simply
because they have made a profit, but apart
altogether from that. The happy result is
due to the fact that there is good will and
co-op' -ation throughout the service. It is
most important that that should be recog-
nised. Wherever one goes, one sees the rail-
way men doing their work cheerfully and

showing an interest in it. I think it is due
largely to the Commissioner that this good
feeling exists. In our widely scattered
State, with lines of railway running far
into the back country, serving mines that no
longer produce very much gold, it is remark-
able that we should hare done so well.
A thousand miles of railway were built to
serve goldfields, and have served that pur-
pose. The Commissioner must find those
1,000 miles fairly troublesome. I hope
Wiluna will turn out well, and so give the
railways a profit over the section that con-
nects Mleekatharra with Geraldton. Then,
too, apart from the goldfields lines, we have
a great many miles of railway in respect of
which the Commissioner must find it diffi-
cult to avoid a loss. The profit last year,
after paying interest and sinking fund, was
£62,000, and added to that there should have
been the £48,000 contributed hy the people
of this country in land tax in order that the
Coumuissioner might reduce freights. This
House by a majority decided that a ln
tax of ,;d. in the £E should be imposed to
enable the Coinmissioiier to reduce freights.
That £48,000 was contrihuted by the people,
but the railway freights were reduced by
only £7,000. This year, I understand, the
freight reduction will equal the amount de-
rived from the land tax. It is only fair to
the people of the country who use the rail-
ways that, they having contributed this
money in land t ax for a special purpose, it
should be devoted to that purpose. The
railways ought not to be supposed to make
£E110,000 for interest and sinking fund, as
was the case last year. Probably £50,000
would he a reasonable miargin to attuin. I
dio not know what the changeover from the
45-hour wveek to the 44-hour week will re-
present in point of money, but whatever it
is it will have to be met. I hope there will he
incieas ed revenue beyond that anticipated
when the estimate was framed.

The Minister for Railways; I am afraid
not. This strike will mean heavy' loss. It will
take us all our time to pull it up.

Hon. Sir -JAMIES MIlTCHFELL: 1 know
that the estimate of the Commissioner is urs-
ally very conservative.

The Minister for Railways: It was not
so this time.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: Well,
that must have been due to the 'Minister's
influence. The strike has lasted so long,
holding up the port, that it must hare a
bad effect on the railways and everybody. I
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hope there will not be any more strikes for
some time to come, and that the member for
Collie (Mr. Wilson) will succeed in fixing up
the trouble in his home town.

The Minister for Railways: It will mean
a reduction in the services next week if we
do not get the coal.

.Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
there will be no serious stoppage. Also
hope that the M'.inister, with a firm front,
will fight any such proposal as the black
doctrine, if an attempt be made to apply it
to the railways.

The Minister for Railways: Oh, that will
get knocked out.

Hion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
so. I sincerely trust it will not be extended
to the railways. The suggestion was once
made that it be applied to the railways. I
hope it w-ill not be allowed to hang up our
railway service. The Minister told us about
regrading-. That has been going on for a
tong, tinie.

The Minister for Railways: We build a
cheap line and then set about improving it.

Hon. Sir JAMES IITCHELL: Regrad-
ing and relaying must continue year in and
year out, as it has done for years past.
Something was said about regrading be-
tween Perth and Bunbury. The railway en-
gineers must be allowed to decide just where
it is in the interests of the railways that
such wvork should be done. I am glad that
heavier engines are being constructed. I
travel aL good deal over the railways and I
confess it is more pleasant to ride behind
one of the new engines than one of the old
ones. The trip from Northam to Perth be-
hind a new engine is very comfortable. The
old ones appeared to be doing 100 miles
when they were actually doing 20, hut the
new ones doing 20 appear to be doing- only
10. Some newv engrines are to be built at the
Midland Junction workshops; I suppose
they are under construction now. It is
necessary that we should have much stronger
locomotives. I do not know what the Min-
ister proposes to do regardingz the control
of the railways.

The 'Minister for Railways: That should
be decided within a few days.

Hion. Sir JAMES MITCHIELL: If it is to
be decided, I do not want to discuss it to-
night. So long as the House has an oppor-
tuunitv to consider the appointment before
the session closes, I shall not discuss it.

The Minister for Railways: That is so.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But we
must know before the session closes. It is
only fair that we should be informed.

The Minister for Railways: It is the in-
tention to wake a decision in the next few
days.

Hlon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And the
House wvill be consulted before going into
recess?

The Minister for Railways: Yes.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Having

the Mlinister's word for that, I do not pro-
pose to discuss it.

The Minister for Railways: So far as my
information goes, the matter will be decided
in the next few days.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Oif course
the question could be raised from this side of
the House. I hope the Minister will remem-
ber that the railways have been run very
successfully under the present management.
Although we have had some good Conimis-
sioners, I doubt whether the railways have
ever been better controlled than they have
been under the present Commissioner. I
think the country will be best served if Min-
isters remember that. I do not know what
they have in mind, but we usually appoint
a Commissioner of Railways for a very short
term with the object of finding out whether
lie is the right man for the positioin. If lie is
the right man, re-engagement should follow.
All we want and all we are entitled to is
good management. The employees, too, seem
to be satisfied with the present management.

The Minister for Railways: Everybody
agrees that there is close co-operation
throughout the State.

I-Ion. Sir JAINES MITCHELL: That is
so, but there is also successful management.

The Minister for Railways: You could
not have one without the other.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Probably
not, but we have the co-operation and the
people are well served. The conditions ap-
plying to the public are satisfactory. There
are some small complaints, but mighty few,
compared with the number we used to hear
a few years ago. The member for Swan
(Mr. Sampson) can sometimes manage to
get some ideas together on which to base a
complaint, but even he has not much to say
about the treatment the fruitgerowers receive
from the Railway Department. I travel on
the railways a good deal and I think the re-
freshment rooms are very well conducted.
Yet the mnember for Swan says they sell poor
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fruit. I consider there is little to complain
about.

The Minister for Railways: There has
been a distinct and decided improvement in
the last 12 months.

Hon. Sir JAMIES MITCHELL; Yes. I
have more comfortable trips on the railways
now, because formerly I received nothing
but complaints from Northam to Perth,
particularly when I was in office. Now one
hears very little complaint about the dining
cars. From what we have been told to-night
all the trouble on the traincars and railways
seems to occur when people are going home.
They seem to get away from their honmcs
comfortably, but everything seems to go
wrong when they are returning home. I
Join the [rain usually in the m orning and
am perfectly safe. I have nothing more to
say until we reach the items, which will prob-
ably be discussed at considerable length.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [12.28]: 1
Iave a grievance regarding the non-postpone-
ment ot the Estimates. I had made arrange-
ments to catch the 11.30 p.m. train to
Bunhuryv, and I1 think members deserve sonic
consideration. I wished to deal with the
Railway Estimates particularly, and I im
sorry t hat I have bad to stiffer a certain
:,nmounit of humiliation through being dle-
lained here to deal wvith these Estimates and
debarred from keeping my engagement.
These. Estimates could have been dealt with
more fully later on because they require
careful consideration. I do not feel justi-
lied in entering into fatll details to-nighit, as
I had proposed to do, but we should not tie
gag~led by being kel t; here till the early hours

of the morning.
The CHATRMAN : Order! The hon. memn-

her will deal wvithi the Estimates.
Mr. WITHERS: I think I am justified in

uiaking that statement. I feel that I am
handicapped. '.ly' private engagements are
as important to mue as are those of any other
miemnber. Yet I have been debarred from re-
turnin- hiomec to-night, though I had made
special engazements with certain constitu-
cnts. Still T was not prepared to leave the
House until I had spoken on these Esti-
mates. The increase on the vote of last
year is in the region of £:158,000. Is this
in consequence of the increases already
granted, or is it in anticipation of further
increaseq? H-as there been any provision
with a view to recognising long- service leaveA

for the wages staff, for which they have so
long sought?

Sir. Mann: And which has been advocated
by the present £ miisteri

Mir. WITHERS: I do not know that we
have shown so much wisdomn as we thought
when reducing freights, seeing that so much
reqluires to be done in the way of improving
not only the conditions for the workers, but
the conditions of the railway buildings. In
my electorate the extension or alteration of
the locomotive shops is many years ov'erdue.
There is a reduction of £45,000 on the land
tax. Once the railways start showing a
profit I do not think the country would
suffer much if the ordinary rates were kept
tip a little longer so that better accommoda-
tion could he provided in our railway service.
I have a grievance in behalf of Hunbury.
I support the argument of the member for
Fremantle in regard to the conditions under
,%inch the railwvay examiners have to work.
These men have a just grievance. In Bun-
bury the marshalling yards are badly eon-
striied. Under the newv system of coaling
eng-ines, the examiners have had to quit their
old quarters where they did their work and
had their tool shops, atid go to the tp end
of thle yard and have to wvork in the open
as is the ease at Fremnantle. It is argued
that nothing (an he clone until the locomotive
sheds are altered. The Commissioner of
nillways has had an amount on the Esti-
mates for many y ears for this purpose. The
rnather is wor~hy of consideration, because
we ire sendinag awvay a greater amount of
timber and other products. There was not
mich wisdom in reducing freights until the
accomimodation had been improved.

The Mlinister for Railways: We would not
do it out of revenue.

'.rt. WITHERS: I do not want this mat-
ter to he o'cirlooked. One thing- has appealed
to me with regard to the motor competition
with the railways. This has had a great
effect upon our railway service. I hope
it will be the means of awakening, the
administration to the necessity for running
the railways, more particularly in the
metropolitan area, in a business-like way.
Our railways should in the country be used
for developmientall purposes. There aire er-
tain services from which we cannot afforA
to lose the traffic. By creating a better sex'-
vice we would '-et more patronage than has
been the case in the past. Owing, to the lack
of competition in the metropolitan arc, tne
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suburban service has not been maintained to
a proper standard. The service could have
been improved in many directions. If, when
the buses wvere first mooted, the Conmnissio'ner
had instituted a better service, I think the
buses would have had a difficult task in com-
peting with it. J have discussed this mutter
with many old railwvaymeu, wbo have had
long service and considerable experience in
the running of trains. They agree that it
a lighter suburban railway service had beent
run between the busy times of the day, the
people would not have gone to the motor
services iii preference to the railways. An-
other phase of the question is the extension
of the holiday service to the seaside. I am
endeavouring to arrange for the intdroduc-
tion of a service to enable people living in the
Narrogin district to spend their week-ends at
the seaside at Bunbury. I do not, however,
think that such a question should be left to
members of Parliament to deal with. The
Railway Department should be far-seeing
enough to perceive the advantages to he
gained by introducing such a service. The
experiment wvould do no harm, an IfH it dlid
not prove a success it could be abolished. It
would not interfere with the ordinary time-
table. The running of trains by rigid red
tape methods will not be of advantage to
the State.

Mr. Davy: It is wonderful how you avoid
mentioning BunburY.

Mr. WITHERS: The people of Narrogin
could not be expected to go to Fremantle.
They could not go either to Fremantle or
Albany as quickly as they could go to Bun-
brry, if they were given the opportunity.
.They could go from Narrogin to Bunbiiry' in
7 or 8 hours. They close their businesses
at midday on Saturday. Ulnfortunately
Saturday night is a late shopping night
at Bunbury, but the Narrogin people would
be able to see Bunbury by electric light on
Saturday. They could spend their week-
ends there and be back in time for their
duties at Narrogin on Monday morning.
Such a service as I have indicated would be
of benefit both to the people and to the de-
partmient. It is one of the functions of the
railways to look into a matter of this sort,
and see whether they are not losing money
by neglecting such an opportunity. They
should also find out if it is possible to create
a service that would show a profit. There
is a motor service between here and Albany.
Last week a service was started between

Bridgetown and Sunbury. the motors
leave Bridgetown at 8.30 in the morning
and arrive in Bunbury at noon, ana take
their passengers back to Bridgetown at 7
o'clock at night. The train service will
suiffer considerably from this competition
although it may not as yet affect the service
from Bridgetown to Perth. In the new
time-table the Government should take into
consideration the necessity for running an
accelerated train service from Perth to Pem-
berton. If the public do not take advantage
of this experiment it wvill show that they
do not want it, and the service need not be
continued. Until the railways give the peo-
ple a service they do not know whether they
wvill take advantage of it or not. The motor
traffic, it is said may go out of existence,
but that will not happen for some time to
come. The better the roads are, the longer
will it remain in operation. The only way
to abolish the motor service and prevent the
competition with the railways, is to leave
the roads in such a condition that motors
cannot use them. An article in this morn-
ing's paper states that horses are coming
into use again, that horses are being bred
in Scotland to compete with motor vehicles.

Mr. Lindsay: For short distances.

Mr-. WiTHERS: At Bunbury a number
of people recently asked me when the Gov-
erment would proceed with thle extension
of the Pemberton line. I said that I 'did
not know, and that under present conditions
of transport the Government would do wrong
to construct a railway alongside 20 miles
of one of the best roads to be found out-
side the metropolitan area. A railway
should not compete with a road. I was glad
to hear the Minister say that each port is
to get its geographical trade. Bunbury has
had a vast deal of shipping business from
the timber industry, which, however, must
be classed as a declining industry. Bunbury
people look to wheat to keep) the port going,
and if they get their proper area of wheat
country, through from Narrogin and the
extension of u-heat-growing areas towards
Wagin and Bowelling, the South-Western
railway will remain a paying proposition.
Two or three members have referred to the
re-grading of our railways. Re-grading will
play an important part in the economics
of the Railway Department, because it will be
the means of permitting the hauiling of much
heavier train loads. It is a matter that
should have been dealt with many years ago.
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Past Governments apparently have not
given it much consideration. I trust that
those who work on the raiIlvays will receive
some of the benefit to be derived from the
increased p'rosperity which will follow re-
grading. The department have recently
built houses for station masters in remote
places, and that policy must come as a boon

ada blessing to olh~cers stationed in localities
to whiech it is hardly fittin2- to send married
lien. I hope the department will continue
that policy, and even extend it to sidings,
where, as a rule, there is no housing accom-
modation.

Hon. G. Taylor: In my electorate, un-
fortunately, there are seine fine building-s on
the railways out of use. It is a pity they
are not in your electorate.

Mr. WITHiERS: Yes; fine houses which
have hardly been lived in at all. In the
South-West-nt Donnybrook, Bridgetown,
and elsewhere-there is ample scope for the
erection of houses for the staff. When the
department wish to transfer a married man
to a remote station, the first cry is that hie
cannot get the necessary accommodation for
his family and therefore does not feel pro-
pared to transfer. Hle may be next on the
list for transfer, but owing to that excuse
someone else has to go-someone not re-
quiring house accommodation. Many rail-
way employees, like some members of Par-
liainent-I am not among the number-
have to keep two homes. When the items
are reached, I shall have some questions to
ask.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
[12.45] : The position of our railways and
tramways is somewhat jeopardised by motor
traffic. I cannot sa 'y how that competition
affects the railways. hut I do know that if
charabanc proprietors were allowed to com-
pete side by side with the tramwvays in the
city of Perth there would be a great falling
off in tramway'A patronage. I an, not accus-
ing the Government, but the tramway sys-
tem in many suburbs, especially' along New-
castle-street and on one of the lineswhich
ran up Oxford-street, is very bad. The mem-
her for Pingelly say' s the trains on the Ned-
lands route rock so much as almost to induce
sea sickness. On the lines I speak of one is
afraid that the tram will leave the track, es-
pecially when the car is lightly laden. The
rails are the old grooved rails, anti have been
down for 25 or 26 years, and their state is

shocking. For these reasons many tram
travellers would prefer another mode of
transit, if competition wvere allowed. I do
not know whether the Government can legi-
timately prevent competition unless they
make the necessary improvements in the ser-
vice which they offer to the public and which
tme - vonmpel time public to accept in the ab-
sence of transport by pr~vate enterprise. I
realise that the Government have ample
justification for saving-, "We have spent
large sunis of p)ublic money to meet traffic
reqilcients and we cannot allow that money
to be lost lhronul, private enterprise step-
ping in with another mode of transit. We
are doing our best to meet the wishes of the
public." I ami satisfied, however, that in
certain places at charabanc service could be
permitted without interference with the tram
service. For instance, a portion of the
suiburb in wvhich I live, Leederville, is well
served by the tr;:ns-well served in that the
tram service is regular and quick, although
the track is in a bad state of repair. How-
ever, nothing but a new track would be of
any value, owing to the age of the rails.
The expense involved would be very heavy.
The fault does not lie wvith the Government,
but the matter will have to be considered
because of the very fact that the present
state of affairs is giving people the idea that
they oug-ht to be allowed to travel in chara-
banes instead of trains. The charabanc ser-
vice at West Leederville does not interfere
with the tramn service and it is a great con-
veniemee to thle people. Perhaps some rail-
"-ay traffic is lost but those parts betwveen the
train and the train should he given these
facilities. While it is served at present,
there were dilbiities in the past. I hope
the Government will not interfere with the
existing charabanc service. Althoug h at one
time I was fearfulI reg~arding- the attitude
of the Government, I recognise that it was
neccs.qarv to conserve the interests of the
railways and tramways, in which so much
of the people's mnon-?y is invested. I recog-
nise that the Government did the right thing
but in those places where charabanes can
be run without interfering with the rail-
ways and tramwvays, the motors should be
allowed to run. Mfuch has been said about
the electricity supply and the mnember for
Swan ('Mr. Sampso-n) found fault with the
charges made against the Tramway Depart-
ment. I do not think there was anything in
his argument because if the tramnways were
supplied with current at a higher cost, that
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would merely irJean that the tramway results
would be so much poorer and the electricity
supply returns so inuch the better It would
merely mean one branch of the Government
activities showing a slight improvement as
against another section of the Government
operations.

The Premier: It would make no difference
to the Treasury.

.Mr. Sampson: B)ut it would affect the
costs of the Electricity Department.

lon. G, TAYLOR: Seeing that 1)oth con-
cerns are owned by the people, that would
nut make any difference at -all.

Mr. Marshall: After all, it is only a
book entry.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: t am not prepared to
support the contention of the mnember for
Swan. It is no good being hypocrites
amongst ourselves. 'We know the reason for
the suggestion. Outside bodies could go to
the Government, point to the profits on the
Electricity Supply and ask for cheaper cur-
rent. We realise that thc present position
arises from the fact that the City Council
received a contract for the supply of cheap
current extending over a period of 50 years.

Mr. Sampson: The Electricity Depart-
ment made some profit and there was a de-
crease in the charge to the tramways.

Eon. G. TAYLOR: If we could cancel
the agreement by mutual arrangemeifl.-

there ;1. no hope of that, because the City
Council is, on a goodi wicket-then the posi-
tion could be readjusted. ft -would have to
be done with the consent of the council and
it is certain that the council would not. agree
to that. No one would dream of making a
contract nowadays over so long a period as
50 years.

The Ulinister for Lands: Contracts are
being made to-day equally as cheap, if not
cheaper.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It may he argued, of
course, that prices are so high to-day that
they must decrease, hut we are not sure on
that point. We desire to have cheaper
freighits and fares hut at the same time we
expect the railways and tramways to pay.
if we look back over the past 10 years we
can see how% the prices of various require-
ments for those concerns have increased.
Take coal, for instance. In 1915-16 coal
was worth about 10s. Gd. per ton at the pit's
mouth at Collie. It has gone up year by
year. in 1920-21 the price of coal was
17s. 71/2d.; in 1921-22 it was l8s. 6d., and in
3924-2.5 it was 1.Q. 5%4d, That is an awful

Lncrease in the Price of one commodity.
Other costs have gone up very considerably
as well. While the railway system has been
in a bad- position financially for five or six
years back, the last two years have shown a
decided improvement. When one considers
the high price of requisites, it is remarkable
that the railways have shown any profit at
all. Accordingc to the Press there is likely
to be trouble in connection with our coal
supplies and the Commissioner of Rail-
ways bns intimated that he has two or
three weeks' supply on hand. In view of
the possibility of coal production being in-
terrup ted, it is unwise to he placed in such
a position. There are other centres through-
out the State where coal can he procured if
Government orders, for instance, were to be
distributed. I know one company prepared
to open up a coalfield and £10,000 advanced
by the Mlines Department has been spent in
testing the field. The coal has been proved
to be as god, if not better, from the stand-
point of calorific value, than that which we
are using at present. That is accordingc to
the State Mining Engineer's report. If in-
ducements were offered, the company would
provide £S0,000 or £C100,000 of capital to
open up that coalfield, and so we should not,
have all our eggs iii one basket, as we hays,
to-day. We are paying too much for out:
coal.

Mr. Withers: You are faking advantage
of the absence of the member for Collie.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No, I am not. This
is the only opportunity I1 have to make any
remarks about it.

The Mtinister for Lands: We have to
keep to the contract the late Government
entered into.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: But the contract will
run out during the next few months.

The Minister for Railways: No, not for
15 months.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: W"ell, it would take
12 Monaths to equip a new mine and get it in
order, and if inducements were offered we
should have another coalfield to supply our
railways and tramnways and, I believe, at a
reduced cost without any sacrifice on the
part of those hewing the coal. 'We pay too
much for our coal. The Premier himself in
this House has been pronounced on that
point.

The Premier: There will not he any more
contracts like the present, if I have any say
in it. It is a rotten contract.
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Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am pleased to hear
the Premier say that there will he no more
contracts like it.

The Premier: Of course I may rnt have
any say in it The Commissioner controls
these things. It would not be a bad scheme
to give the Minister a little more power in
these things, and the Commissioner a little
less.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Certainly the Minis-
ter should have some say in the making of
these coal contracts.

The Minister for Railways: There are
many conflicting interests in the making of
a coal contract.

lHon. G". TAYLOR: But the Government
should not be put into an embarrassing posi-
tion over these contracts-. If I were allowed
to discuss the question outside of railway
contracts for coal-which I would not be-
I could say a great deal.

The Premier: The contract is fixed ac-
cording to the price of Newcastle coal, but
the coal companies here are making huge-
profits at the expense of the State.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: And one company
has the Eastern State's coal trade in this
State also; those people are handling both
coals and getting a profit out of both. How-
ever, perhaps we had better leave it now,'
and have a substantive motion on the sub-
ject later.

The Premier: It would lead to a very in-
teresting discussion.

Hon. G_ TAYLOR: I congratulate the
administration generally of the railways aind
tramways. In view of the high cost of all
commodities used by the railways, and of
the increased wages and salaries and the de-
ereased, hours, it is wonderful that the rail-
ways should be showing a profit of £000,000
for the last six years. It can only be due to
c lose co-operation between management and
men. Our system stands alone in the Com-
monwealth. The railways of all the other
States have a great advantage over our sys-
tern, in that they have loading both ways,
whereas we hare but little backloading- over
very long distances. Yet financially our
railways stand bettor than those of any other
State in the Commonwealth.

MR. A. WAJISEROUGH (Alban 'Y) [1.8]:
T am pleased to learn that the department
is at last puttingo the zone system into effect.
I should like to touch upon the night work-
ing of the railways. I regret that our sum,-

mier tine table does not make p.'-ovision for
reform in that direction. The greater por-
tion of our railway system is lying practi-
cally idle duiring tho. day time. The travel-
lig public would appreciate a little more
day work. The Minister made reference to
passenger fare concessions. I think that
during the holiday season, particulariy in
the Christmas season, a little further consid-
eration might be given to long distance pas-
sengers. 1 remember that in 1901 and 11902
the fares between the city and Alhany Wele,
first class 30s. return, second class 230.. re-
turn. To-day they are 100 per cent. more.

The Minister for Railways : Everything
else is 100 per cent. more.

M~r. A. WVANSBIIOUGEL: i do not think
the cost of running the trains has increased
to that extent,

The Minister for Railways: Yes, it ha-%
Mr. A. WAN SBROUGH: ta those days

we had the small engines, and they were
unable to pull the load that the engines of
to-day can do. We used to have two and
three enigines onl a train. We used to run
33 or 14 coaches onl such a train, whereas
to-day one engine is capable of hauling that
load. Onl that grround rsome consideration
maight be given by the department. I re-
gret that no improvement has been made
to the railway motor coaches.

The M1inister for Railways: You mean no
extension.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: Nothing- has
been done to enlarge them or make them
more comfortable. These coaches, which
play an important part in my district, are
not large enough. We have a coach run-
ning on the Albany-Denmark line. It leaves
Albany on. Tuesday, Thursday and Satur-
day, and the passengers by it are packed
like sardines. if the engines were put into
a Gilbert car, the accommodation for the
public would be more comfortable. I hope
the Commissioner will consider this matter.

Mr. Clydesdale: Arc those coaches reli-
able?

Air. A. WANSBROUGH: They proved a
source of annoyance at first, hut to-day they
are fairly satisfactory. though they are a
little rough, and the conveniences for women
passengers arc not too good. I have only
one complaint to make and that is regard-
ing the wharfage charges imposed by the
Commissioner on wharves controlled by him.

The Minister for Railways., They are the
same as the Harbour Trust charges.

2D77
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Mr. A. WANSEIVOUGHL: No, the charges
imposed by the Commissioner of Railways
amount to is. 2d., but those of the harbour
authorities at Fremantle and Bunbury are
9d. It costs no more to handle cargo at
Albany than at Fremantle or buanbury, but
an addiitonal charge of 5d. has to be paid
to the Commissioner of Railways.

The Minister for Railways: That is not
right.

Mr. A. wilNSBROIJGH: I do not like
to contradict the Minister, but I think I
am right. I hope this phase will be con-
sidered, seeing that we are about to have a
zone system under which each port
will receive its natural trade. 'Refer-
ence has been made to the paint-
ing of the Albany railway station. I am
grateftil to the tOu'erument for having car..
vied out that work. For 15 years that build-
ing has stood without paint, and its condition
was disgraceful. To-day it looks like a new
building.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That sort of thing is
general throughout the State.

The Minister for Railways: Albany
station is a big building and of wood.

Mr. A. WVANSBROL'GH: I am pleased
that the department have undertaken the
work of regrading. Now that they have
started on the Gr-eat Southern line, I hope
they will extend their activities to Kalan-
fling and also the B,-oomehill section. I ap-
peal to the Minister to consider the advis-
ableness of reducing holiday excursion fares,
especially at Christmas time when so many
people wish to travel.

MR. LAMOND (Pilbara) 11.14]; The
heavy freight on crude ores on the Marble
Bar-Port Hedlaund line has had a very serious
effect on the development of some of the
metal propositions of the North-West. When
we compare the cost of freight on crude ores
on the Marble Bar-Port Hedland railway
with the freight on other lines, we find a
very' big difference. Every ton of crude ore
carried 100 miles over the -Marle Bar line
costs 33s. 4d., whereas on the 'Meekatharra-
Fremantle line the cost is 3s. 71/2d. per ton,
a difference oif approximately 30s. This,
wvith a low grade proposition, would mean
the difference between profit and loss. I hope
the MIinister will consider this matter with

:1-iewv to reducing- the freight charged for
I rude ore carried on that line. The position
regarding tin is somewhat similar. If a man

had a truck load of screened tin it wvould be
carried at the rate of 4d. per ton. If he
had not a futll truck, the charge would be
8d. per ton. Now that the tin fields have
been extensively worked, it is difficult to
ge a 0-ton parcel. In some instances; men

are getting only a few bags of tin per week
or month, and instead of being able to send
it away they -must, owing to the cost of
freight, sell it locally and accept a very
mueh lower price than would otherwise be
obtained.

Ur. J. if. Smith: You would not send a
few bags or cwts. to Sydney?

Mr. LAIMOND: A man would send half a
ton. I sent such a quantity in 1905-6
when we had no railway and used to pack
the tin on camiels.

The MKinister for Lands: What did it cost
yon then-,

Air. LA_ iOND: To land tin ore in Singa-
pore cost £:12 per ton, and arout the same to
send it to Sydney. It was a miuch better pro-
p~ositionl to send it to Singapore in those
days, because the market there was £4 higher
titan in Sydney. The loss in shipping to
Singapore was also less than to Sydney. At
that time the Adelaide Steamship Company
wvere operating on the coast, and the losses
wvere fairly heavy. I heard that w~hen they
cleaned t the boat, they got 10 tons of tin
out of her. The point is that the rate of
freight on five or six bags of tin shoutl not
lie highler than the rate charged for a full
load. The railways, on account of the high
freights, are compelling the prospectors to
sell locally, and ihey have to accept £10,
C20, and sometimes £30 and even £40. less
for their tin than they could get if they sent
it away.

,%r. J. IT, Smith: That does not apply gen-
erally. Have you a buyer there?

Mr. LAMOND: It applies in the portion
of the State of which I am speakinx. I
think they buy on a £20 to £2f margin.

Hon. G. Taylor: Is there much there?
Mr. LAMOND : Not so ver much. If

there were much it would not be difficult
to get track loads. In the old days it
was difficult to get a few tons, and now
it is just as difficult to get a few
pounds as it was to get a tew ewt. I
know the Marble Bar railway does not ray,
but that i% no arerument why' the freights
should not he reduced on crude ore. If they
were reduee1 to the same rate as is operating
on the Meekatharra-Fremantle line there
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would lie mjore sibowv working there, and in-
stead oif trains returning practically empty
after the wool season, they would return to
Port liedland with a load. We have no
smelters; in the _North-Wes-t. lit is-, theretore,
eazential thiat the ore should be railed to
Port Hedland and shipped to the smelters.
This is a matter to which the Minister should
cive bome consideration. It would ;)rohably
help in the development of some of the low-
grade lYopositioflb I have mentioned.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [1.22]: It is
a late hour at which to discuss this import-
ant Vote. I have here the report on the
working of the Government railways up to
June, 1925. This deals with the programme
for railway construction, and mentions the
Esperance-Salmon Gums and Piawaning-
Northwards railways.

The CHAIRMAN : That matter comes
under the Loan Estimates.

Mr. GRIFFITH S: These railways are
under discussion, and the report of the Com-
missioner deals with them.

The CHAIRMAN: These are railways to
be constructed under loan expenditure.

The 'Minister for Railways: They are un-
der construction from loan moneys.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am, therefore, de-
barred from debating this matter. The same
thing happened last year when 1 was re-
ferred to the Loan Estimates. When we
reached the Loan Estimates I was told I
was too late. I persisted, and was able to
say something on the subject. When the next
Loan Estimates reach us I shall insist upon
my right to speak upon this subject.

The 2linister for Railways: You will have
every right to do so.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Anyone who has gone
carefully through this report must find it,
most interesting. It has been said in a vague
way that everyone is satisfied and pleased
that such a good report should have been
brought forward. I am more than pleased to
find it is so good. At the time when Colonel
Pope was to he chosen for the position I
strongly supported his appointment. Noth-
ing pleases me more than to find that under
his management there has been such a great
improvement in the service. The total
amount debited to capital account is £C20,-
318,120. There is an increase over last year
of £830,076. The Leader of the Opposition
said the increase was £608,000. I do not
know .where hie got that figure. No doubt

the increase 1 have given is a very satisfa4
tory figure.

The Minkbtcr for Railways: The Leader c
the Opposition was dealing with the in
pwovement in the revenue and expenditur
and von are dealing with capital.

Mfr. GRIFFITHS: The Leader of the O1
position is sometimes a little bard to undei
stand when he is speaking. I find that th
average number of miles worked in 192
shows an increase of 76, There are n
fewer than 33 different increases. In som
directions there are decreases, which at
rather disquieting. I refer particularly t
the passenger journeys. and coach earning
Some of the decreases are in the right dire(
tion. We have now about 3,788 miles of raii
way open for traffie to 30th June last. Tb
total amount debited from interest is £813
SO4Y The total earnings have reached th
satisfactory figure of £3,359,501. I presum
that is where the Leader of the Oppositio
was making- his comparison when he earn
to the earnings of the system and the wort
ing expenses.. The total earnings constitut
a record. The working expenses amount t
£2,355,087. The surplus earnings over wort
ing expenses total £1,004,414. The previou
balance after working expenses and intereq.
had been met showed a surplus of C190,56-1
which is an increase over last year of £4B,S9Z
In 1925 the percentage of working expense
to earnings was down to 70.10. In 1921
was 89.44, in 1922 it was 82.35, in 192:
75.80,' and in 1924 71.20. Last year as corn
pared with the previous year therefor
showed a rednction of 1.1 per cent. The per
centage of net revenue to capital last yea
showed an increase over the previous year o.
.21 per cent. The percentages for the 'year
1922 to 1925 were, respectively, 1.64, 2.64
3.68, 4.78, and 4.94. The earnings per aver
age mile worked out-1021 £768, 1922 £790
1923 £821, 1924 £808, and 1025 £916. Thu
there was an increase of £18 last year ove:
the previous year. The working expense:
per average mile wera--1921 £043, 192'
£658, 1923 £622, 1924 £639, and 1925 £642
an increase of £3 in the last year over thi
previous year. The net returns per averag
mile worked, after deduction of working ex
penses, were-192.1 £84, 1922 £141, 19Z~
£199, 1924 £259, and 1925 £274. The num
ber of passengers last year showed a decreasi
of 936.496, and the coach earnings a decrenasi
of £25,453. These decreases may be Pu
down largely to road competition, thong
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the Comm issioner gives an additional ex-
planation, as follows:-

In suburban business the results are some-
what disquieting; the number of passengecm
carried was 490,466 less than for the year 1923.
24, whilst the earnings were adversely affected
to the extent of £,21,116. The decline is due
partly to road competition and partly to re-
striction of certain services carried out at the
order of the Government, for which credit is
taken under the heading of ''Inrenunerated
services.'' Further to these two factors, the
comparison is disturbed by the fact that the
1923-24 figures include the heavy passenger
traffic during the visit of the Special Service
Squadron to Fremantle in February, 1924.
I shall give additional figures later. A good
deal has been said to-night about re-grading
and re-laying. A large proportion of this
re-grading and re-laying taght very well
have been prevented by the exercise in past
years of a little forethought relative to the
best routes and the fixing of sidings and sta-
tions. The success of our wheat belt is de-
pendent upon marketing the wheat at the
lowest possible cost, especially in viewv of our
disadvantage, relatively to other wheat-
producing countries, in ocean freights. Our
products have the longest distance to travel
in order to reach the chief markets of the
world. Certainly the ocean is the cheapest
means of transptort.

The CHAIRMAN: The lion. member must
deal with the Vote.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: If what I am saying
does not satisfy the gentleman in the Chair,
I will read some more figures.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must
not threaten the Committee.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The hon. member is
not threatening the Committee. The hon.
member has been threatened by a Minister.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must deal with the Vote.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That is what I am
doing, Sir, without any necessity for your
calling me to order. We are differently situ-
ated from other countries. Canada, for in-
stance, has the ocean to get her wheat to
market.

The CHAIRMALN: Order! I ask the hon.
member to resume his seat for a moment.
The hon. member has been rather impertin-
ent to the Chair. He is out of order in deal-
ing with shipping on this Vote. I ask him to
stick to the Vote.

Mir. GRIFFITHS: We have a heavy
ocean freight. The Canadians have not. My
contention is that if in the past more at-
tention had been paid to the lay-out of our

railways, there would not be so much need
for expenditure on re-grading. I acknow-
ledge with pleasure the really good work
that has been done in re-grading the Eastern
G4oldfields railway. The Mlinister has pointed
out certain things that have increased the
earning powers of the railways to a very
considerable extent. -Mr. W. N. Hedges pro-
pounded a scheme that would save a lot
Of re-grading, which will have to be done in
connection with the railway system as it ex-
ists to-day. His scheme was to take the
natural drainage area from Lake Ballard
dlown through the wheat districts to Lake
Brown and on through Nungarin, Bnandee,
and so to the Avon Valley, continuing thence
through to Fremantle. To the South-East
uinder his proposal, the line to be adopted
would follow the course through the natural
drainage area and so tap tihe wheat country.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must deal with the wvorking railways
and not with suggested railways. That is
distinctly out of order.

Mir. GRIFFITHS: It is difficult to point
our to the Mlinister where savings could be
effected. When I try to lay before mem-
hers such a statesman-like scheme-

The Minister for Lands: It may be States-
man-like, but the trouble is to get the money
with which to carry it out.

The Minister for Railways: And even
then, it could only be dealt with on the Loan
Estimates.

Air. GRIFFITHS: Then I shall deal with
this question fully when we come to those
Estimates. It should be taken into consider-
ation.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, very
fully.

Mir. GRIFFITHS: I have eulogised the
work of the Commissioner of Railways. Al-
though that phase of his activities came in
for a considerable amount of criticism, his
beautifying of the railway stations, includ-
ing the central station, has done much to im-
prove the appearance of our railway pro-
perty. When one remembers the appearance
of the central station in 189.3-94, the change
must be regarded as marked. The present
condition of affairs is a credit to the Com-
missioner. At the various suburban stations
the efforts of those persons concerned in this
work, have transformed shanties into some-
thing- that is certainly less drab. I am
always particularly struck with the appear-
ance of the surroundings of the station
at Hovea. I do not know who the man
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(here is, but whenever I go through by train
I am struck by his success. Whover he is,
he is a true lover of flowers. In the Old
Country compeititions are held between the
various railway officers in connection with
rhe beautifying- of railway stations. We
could well proceed wvith that work here. The
M1inister said lie was not surprised that no
accidents had occurred at what the "Sunday
Times" called "suicide corne.' I refer to
(lie Horseshoe Bridg-e over which the tram-
way line was extenled. I was somewhat
l)erturbed at the time because I had seen
a number of narrow escapes at that particu-
lar corner, but in view of our experience, I
congratulate the 'Minister on the stand he
took ait that time. The Minister knew what
he wanted to do and he went ahead with
it. Some little time ago the Commissioner
was approached by the representatives of
the Country Women's Association wvhich is
a branch of an organisation whose head-
quarters are in New South Wales.

The CHAIRMAN: Has that anything
to do with these Estimates?

3Mr. GRIFFITHS. I think it has. The
request the ladies put to the Commissioner
was that a part of the accommodation at
the various railway refreshment stalls should
be set aside for women anxd children. That
arrangement is made in Queensland and
New Sbuth Wales and it would bc of great
advantage to those concerned if similar pro-
vision were made hiere. The Commissioner
admitted that it would be a good thing and
would have consideration later on. It would
not cost much and the Minister might take
this matter into consideration. I have seen
women and children strug-gling rt the coun-
tens to secure tea and sandwiches. It is a
small conession to ask for, and I think it
might well be granted. Recently I received
a letter from a late resident of the Lake
H~rown district who writes an interesting
description of a lecture train he saw in Vic-
toria, a travelling -Agricultural college for
the farmer. The experts journey around
Victoria and lecture and give demionstra-
tions. They have a z-eparate coach in which
lectures are given *o women on child wel-
fare and the like. The scheme has been
copied from Ameriea, and I think it might
well be fried here. A little time ago a depu-
tation waited on the Minister fos Agricul-
ture and declared that the fruit vans being
sent around the country were not a success.
But at the 'Upper Swan recently I was
pleased to hear from thle local orehardists

that the fruit vans have been ai great suc-
cess. I heard the same along thi Wongan
Hills line, and also on the Dowerin line.
I am satisfied from what the inember for
Swan (Mr. Sampson) hasi said lo-niight that
those fruit vans arc filling the bill and help-
ing to get rid of surplus fruit. Whilst the
Commissioner of Railways in Victoria is
particularly energetic' and has boosted the
"Eat more fruit" slogan, we have no reason
to be ashamred of what our Commissioner of
Railways is doing in this respect. The
rash on delivery system on l1me railways, has
been a perfect boon to people in the out-
back country. One little squeal I heard was
merely inl respect of the tarpaulins sup-
plied. The Commiissioner is to be highly
commended on the gardens ha has estab-
lished. When one comes to look into the
various railway activities, it is easy to see
where scores of thousands of lpounids go to.
There are new station buildings, water sup-
plies, automatic signalling, regrading, ballast-
ing, and so on. The Commissioner points
out -what has been done in regard to car-
riage of stock. In his report he tonuches
upon the desirability of replacing the four-
berth compartment tinst-class sleeping car-
riages used on the western section of the
Transcontinental :ailway with something
better. I am glad to know that, for when
people get off the Transcontinental railway
at Kalgoorlie we hear them say, "Now for
these rradful old compartments on the
State line." If some improvement can be
made in that respect by providing tivo-bertb
compartments, it ill he a very great bene-
fit. Of course the disparaging remarks I
refer to are made, not by our awn people,
hult by visitors fromn the Eastern States.

The Minister for Lands: One of the Press
delegates told inc he was informed in the
Eastern States that when travelling on our
railways he would have to sleep on the floor
of the carriage, but he said he found our
trains much steadier than those in the East-
ern States.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I presume the motor
coaches referred to are similar to one that
was tried at York some years ago. An en-
gineer of standing, in an article, stated that
our Great Southern line lent itself particu-
larly to this type of conch. Similar coaches
were fried in Queensland and Victoria, but
the type of engine employed there rendered
them unsuitable and they were put out of
commission. Later on they were introduced
on the North Coast railway, and I believe
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they proved successful there. These motor
coaches are run from Albany to Denmark,
Albany to Mt. Barker, Narrogin to Williams,
Narrog-in to Wagin, and Narrogin to Lake
Grace. I have a letter from the Minister
informing mue that something is being done
in response to lay request that the Keller-
berrin station yard should be lighted. I had
occasion to bring under the 2l1inister's no-
tice an accident that might easily have had
a fatal ending. It is the custom on the
Eastern railway for the train to draw up
for only a brief period, and the passengers
nearer to the engine often find that before
they have got themselves and their baggage
out of the train, the brake van has been
drawn to the platform and they have been
carried perhaps 50 or 60 yards further up
the line. After they have alighted and the
train has gone, they are left in the dark. An
elderly lady, Mrs. Benton, alighted from a
train in that way, and as she could not see
her way, she thought to wvalk between the
rails to get hack to the station. By doing
so she fell into an ash-pit. Mr. Sam Findley
fell into the same pit some years ago, but I
understand he was crossing the line at the
time, and I assume the Commissioner would
contend he had no right to he trespassing on
railway property. It was a wet night when
Mrs. Beaton was trying to find her way in
the dark, and she sustained such injuries
that she had to be taken to hospital. I do
not know what the outcome of it will be, but
the lady was badly knocked about. The yard
should be lighted or else the pit should be
covered to prevent further accidents. The
member for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) spoke
about railway platforms. There is a hardy
annual-the Tammin platform. Tammin i's
the second largest wheat despatching station
in the wheat belt and is a solid town. All
the other stations there are provided with
platforms. There was an accident at Tam-
min some time ago, but the department do
not seem to know anything- about it. I1 think
the records must have been lost. I have
spoken to the Minister so often about the
Merredin station that he must be quite sick
of hearing of it, but later I hope to be told
something about it. I trust that steps will
be taken to provide an overhead bridge at
Kellerberrin.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [2.7) : I
should like to direct the attention of the
Minister to an important advance in loco-
motive construction in connection with super

Diesel engines. The Commonwealth railway
authorities have been investigating this in-
vention, and I hope the Minister will get his
officers to do likewise. I endorse the remarks
of the member for Fremantle (Air. Sleemari)
regarding the Fremantle railway bridge. In
a few years that structure must be rebuilt,
but if the work were undertaken at once,
it might be possible for the Government to
avail themselves of some of the 1 per cent.
money to be provided under the migration
agreement. IDariug the summer the depart-
ment should advertise cheap fares to Cottes-
lbe so that the people may avail themselves
of them more than they have done in the
past. Tw~o years ago the Commissioner of
Railways arranged to grant cheap fares
to Cottesloc in the simmer months, and he
was disappointed at the support given by
the public. It was found that the scheme
had not been well advertised, and the trains
were running nearly empty. If cheap
Fares were granted this summer and were
properly advertised, the trains would be
well patronised, and the Commissioner
would thus be able to offer some reply
to the competition of the charabancs.
I wish to deal with the question of railway
subways, At present in the metropolitan
area, hietween Fremnantle and Midland Junc-
tion. there is a series of overhead bridges
which will no doubt in due course be replaced
b ' subways. At West Stibiaco and at Dag-
lish there is the modern system of subway in
us e. There has been an agitation for the
removal of the Cottesloe overhead bridge
which is a peculiarly awkward one, and for
it to be replaced with a modem subway. The
department has made objections to this on
the score of expense. Many passengers pass
through (hat station in the summer and it
is exceedingly difficult for mothers with
babies in perambulators to negotiate the
overhead bridge. There is good reason why
the matter should receive the attention of the
department.

The Minister for Lands: It certainly re-
ceives the attention of the department, but
where is the money to come from?

Mr. NORTH: But for the competition of
the charabancs, I would not have pressed
this matter. The money may be found for
matters of this sort now when they would
otherwise be overlooked. In the event of this
project failing, I urge upon the Minister to
permit the Commissioner to remove the
wooden steps and replace them with a long
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ramp ex~cuding o.ver the railway. Thfe wvood-
work on the bridge is nearly worn through,
and many repairs are required to place it
in order. I am supported in this suggestion
by the station muster, who is, in favour of
the creation of a long- ramp.

The Minister for Lands: Station-masters
will have them almost everywhere.

_%r. NORTH: I would support such a
proposal for Cotresloe because of the enor-
mous traffic there, and because of the diff-
culty of getting perambulators over the
bridge to the beach. 'fhese steps are un-
usually long and awkward.

The ',iiiuister for Laends: How do the
prams get on when the charabanos will not
carry them.

.Air. NORTH: That is a difficult question
to answer. I hope the Minister wvill have this
small job carried out; it will prevent the
station-master from exercising his mind any
longer on the question. I have approached
the Commissioner wvitlh regard to a subway
and other schemes which are probably out
of the question because of the expense. The
long rampj I suggest, however, would cost
between £180 and £90 and would overcome
this particular difficulty.

The \linister for Lands: There is more
traffic at (iottesloe Beach than at Cottesloc.

Mr. NORTH: That is only a rumour.
There is no traffic at the Leighton station,
which has been a failure. The Minister, at
all events, seems to be reasonably disposed
towards my suggestion. I question whether
the 3ft. 6in. gauge of our railways is econo-
mical. I do not know if it is the intention
of the department to adhere to it for all time,
or to scrap it. If it is intended to scrap it,
I should like to see collaboration with the
Federal authorities at the earliest possible
moment, so that steps may be taken to re-
place the 3ft. 6fin. gauge with the wider
gauge. If the department are of opinion
that the existing gauge is satisfactory, it
would he unfortuonate if the Common-
wealth should consider the making of
inroads into the State with the standard
gauize. Judging from the figures given by
tie Mfinister, itwould appear that the SfL.
6fin. gauge is satisfactory. Not only are we
showinL a good proit, but we are carrying
out all our work, or most of it, at a cheaper
rate than similar work is being done in the
Eastern States with the ideal gauge.

The 'Minister for Railway9: Our capital
cost has been low. That is why we can do it.

Mr. NORTH: 1 wonder whether it would
be necessary to scrap this gauge that has
been in operation for so many years. it
appears to have given general satisfaction,
and one questions the advantage of scrapping
the gauge.

The Minister for Lands: There would be
no chance of getting the money for the new
g'auge.

Mr. NORTH: I am pleased to think that,
with the economic disa-dvantages that are
generally associated with the smaller gauge,
we have been able to listen to such pleasant
figures from the 1Minister. We are handling
all the work that is necessary and doing it
cheaper than is being done in the Eastern
States, and are showing a better profit. I
have been informed that the Commissioner
Could, for an outlay of £60,000, put on a
1(alg-oorlie express as good as any of the
Trans-,kustra lion trains. If that is so, I
question the advisability of scrapping the
3ft. Gin. gauge. If, in the course of the next
20 years, it were seriously suggested that
we should, in the interests of advancement
and general eonvenience, scrap the narrow
gauge, it may be hurled back at us that at
this time we could have taken the opportun-
ity of widening the gauge at less cost than
will probably be involved then.

The Minister for Lands: You could not
get over the difficulty of changing trains.

Mr. NORTH: We all know that, year in
and year out, our overhead costs are being
increased because of the narrowness of the
gauge that will, sooner or later, have to be
altered. There is some agitation concerning
the Claremont tram service. This is run on
a round route from Perth through Subiaco,
It is the wish of the residents of Claremont
that a through piece of line should be con-
structed to join up with the Crawley trains.
Bly that means a better service could be
given to the people, who would be within 25
minutes journey of the city. At present the
Journey' from Claremont to the city occupies
about 45 minutes, whereas the charabanc
service does it in 25 minutes. With the mem-
her for Subiaco, I have been approached to
take a deputation to the Minister for Rail-
ways to have this small section of line con-
structed. It could be done out of revenue
if it were to be done at all. It is stated that
there would be a saving both of time and
moneyv and it would represent a savinlg of
thousands of miles of unnecessary running
for the rolling stock. It would also save a
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considerable amiount of wear and tear fox
the department, for the rolling stock would
have to travel a shorter distance if these two
lines were linked up.

The -Minister for Railways: We have a
committee appointed to deal with this and
other questions now.

Mr. NORTH: I am glad to hear that.
It is a ease of having committed ourselves
to a tramn which is not profitable and of
possilbly, by a little more expenditure, turn-
ing what is now a white elephant into a pro-
fitable concern.

The Minister for Lands: According to the
Royal Commission, the line should never
have been constructed..

M1r. NORTH: I agree with that. How-
ever, the extra bit can be done for £5,000
on, top of the £75,000 already put into the
line.

Vote intt and passed.

Vote-State Batteries, £-29,406:

Ho11. 0. TAYLOR: The Minister for
Mines has notified another member and me
of the closing down of certain batteries. I
realise that the department are always put
to heavy expense in keeping batteries in
order. That, no doubt, is largely the reason
for the projposed closing down. The battery
at Laverton is an old one-seeon d- hand
when erected there 25 years ago. Tt will,
however, be a great drawback to the district
if the battery is closed down. rnfortun-
ately there are not too many men now pros-
pecting the hack country. If the Minister
could see his way to keep the batteries open
as long- as possible, it would be much better.
The member for Leonora is also interested
in this matter. A strong ease cannot legiti-
mately be put up for the Leonora battery,
but the case of the Leverton battery is dif-
ferent. The M1inister knows that a good
deal of development work is going on 25
miles out from TLaverton. If the men know
they have to send their ore all the way to
Coolgardie, they may abandon operations,
and thus some rich developments may be
prevented. T hope the Minister will fully
consider that aspect before finally deciding
to close down the Laverton battery.

Mr. HERON: Like the member for Mft
Margaret, I hope the Minister -will leave
the batteries for at least another year. I
know the difficulty: the batteries are old,
and it costs a good deal to keep them in
repair. The boilers, too, are not of the best.

In the circular I received from the M1Lines
Department it was stated that the extra cost
of conveying thle stuff to Coolgardie w~ould
be only 2s. 6d. per ton. Still, every half-
crown tells, and the men would have to go
to Coogalrdie to attend the crushing- Of
coarse they could, get prospectors in the dis-
trict to look after their erushings for them,
but I do not know that a prospector cares
to ask anyone else to do that; hie likes to
be there himself. I have always contended
that in nine eases out of ten the goldfields3
business man is the prospector. lie stands
the drain. He stands to the prospector. If
the crnshing results in only a few pounds,
thle prospector is apt to take the train to
Perth instead of going back. I know of
batteries wvhichi crush only a few hundred
tons in a year. The department did intend
four or five years ago to shut down the
Leonora battery, but it was kept open and
a good many hundred tons have been crushed
there since. The prospectors' association are
opposed to the removal of the battery, and
have asked the Minister to keep the battery
there with a view to tine revival of the dis-
trict, failing which they will offer no objec-
tion to the removal. At this hour I do not
feel jnstilled in detaining members longer.

Tme AMiNISTER FOR MINES: It was
only with a great deal of reluctance I agreed
to the closing-down of these batteries. The
boilers of the batteries have been condemned;
I am notified by the Chief Inspector of
Machinery that the boilers cannot be used.
The quantity of ore produced in the districts
is not sufficient to warrant the purchase of
new boilers. I would very much like to
mneet hon. members, and certainly I have no
desire to close down the batteries, but there
is no option. If the boilers were in a state
of repair I should ha glad to go on, but I
am faced with the necessity of providing
new boilers. I expressly arranged a conces-
sion applying to ore railed over a radius of
30 miles from State batteries with a view
to encouraging prospectors, but nothing has
resulted from it.

\Tote put and passed.

1'Ote-Cove House (inelvding Caves of the
Sout h-W est, etc.), £13,008:

Mr. SAMPSON: It is regrettable that
there is not adequate accommodation at the
Caves House. T hare been asked to bring
uinder the notice of the Minister that it is
impossible to obtain accommodation, e'ven
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to the extent of a cupboard, at the Caves
House until towards the end of January.
There was an arrangement whereby sleeping
.auuiniodation could be obtained on the
balconies, while clothes were stored in cup-
boards. At present people who desire to go
to Yallingup cannot even secure that accom-
modation.

The Premier: It is the same nowv as it has
been for years past. While there are schools
and hospitals required, we have not got
money for pleasure resorts. It is all very
well to talk about these things if we have
the money.

Mr. SAMPSON ; We hear the slogan,
4'See Western Australia first."

The Premier: If you talk for a week it
will not alter the fact. Nothing can be done
because we have not got the money.

Mr. SAMPSON: I regret to hear the Pre-
mier make that statement. If a series of
cheap bedrooms were provided even that
would be appreciated.

The Premier: The dining room accommo-
dation is one of the difficulties, and to over-
come that will cost a lot of money.

Hon. G. Taylor: What about a busy bee
during the recess?

Mr. SAMPSON: I am dealing with this
matter seriously. I hope the Premier will
realise the importance of maintaining the
Popularity Of the Cave House, and so help
to give effect to the slogan "See Western
Australia first."

Afr. J. H. SMITH: I support the member
for Swan (Mr. Sampson) regarding the lack
of accommodation at the Cave House.

The Premier: I want to entice the people
to go to Bunbury and Bridgetown.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: And that is very fine,
too. Do I understand that the Premier has
indicated that he does not intend to spend
a penny at the Cave House this year?

The Premier: That is so.
Mr. J. H. SMITH: Then would the Pre-

mnier be prepared to consider departing from
the monopoly that the State has there, and
allowing a hotel to be erected?

The Premier: That matter would be in the
hands of the Licensing Board for the dis-
trict.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Would the Premier be
prepared to make land available?

The Premier: There is plenty of private
land there.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: But not close handy.
I have had experiences of the Cave House
,on Sundays, alter having travelled for a
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considerable distance, but one could not get
refreshment no matter how much mosey was
tendered.

The Minister for Lands: There was plenty
of water.

Air. J. H. SMITH: Perhaps the staff is
undermanned, but the present position is
not satisfactory. In view of the Premier's
attitude, .[ think perhaps we ought to re-
duce the Vote. Tt would be a great fim-
provement if we could get land on which to
build even a hostel.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Sale of Government Property
Trust Account, £i1l2,868-ngreed to.

Department of Lands, Migration, and In-
dustries, Hon. It'. C. Anywin, Minister.

Vote-Lands and Surveys, £80O,496:

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Aagwin-North-East Fremantle)
[ 2.42) : I should not have attempted to
bring on these Estimates at this hour of the
morning but for the fact that the greater
portion of the Lands and Surveys Estimates
bas also to be dealt with again on the Loan
Estimates. All the money for the develop-
ment of group settlement, of soldier settle-
ment, and for the Agricultural Bank is pro-
vided on the Loan Estimates, while all the
amounts provided here are purely for ad-
ministrative costs. If any member wants to
know anything in regard to other matters
he will have an opportunity when the Loan
Estimates are brought down. We have not
any land for selection within a reasonable
distance of a railway, except odd blocks oc-
casionally thrown open, such as reserves
duly proclaimed but not required. That is
about he only land we have available with-
in 121/2 miles of a railway. But we have a
very' large area of land in various parts of
the State which is most suitable for fruit-
growing and mixed farming. However, it
will mean the provision of additional trans-
port facilities to enable that land to be
profitably worked. Revenue last year was
very well maintained. We received from
pastoral and conditional purchase land
£E334,108. This was an increase of £3,812
on the previous year's increase. The ex-
penditure from revenue was £82,962. The
number of approved applications~ for con-
ditional purchases and homestead farms
totalled 2,406 for an area of 1,5S2,815
acres. As compared with the previous year
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there was a decrease in area of 250,968
acres. During the first three mouths of the
present financial year, the area of applica-
tions approved totalled 145,499 acres. These
figures show that selection is being well
mnaintained. The number of pastoral lease
applications approved was 292 for a total
area of 20,841,066 acres, the increase for
the year being 479,274 acres. During the
first three months of the present financial
year pastoral lease applicationf- were alp-
proved for an area of 3,'030,214 acres. So
land settlement is going dihead by leaps and
bounds, and when wt. get additional railway
facilities in some of our outhackr areas there
is every possibility of a large population
being brought here from the oilier States
and other parts of the world. At present
we have juist finished surveying lanld inl thre
Salmon Gun's-Norseman district into 350
good farms, 36 of wich have been thrown
open for selection. This is forest country
and comprises the mnost even stretch of good
wheat-growing land that the State has re-
whining in a suitable rainfall. That is the
land east of the Esperance line. There is
a very large area of approximately three
million acres between there and the Trans-
continental railway supposed to be good
wheat-growing country, hut we are not too
sure of the rainfall. I hope to find out by
rain gauges what the rainfall is for that
area. It would not be a bad proposition if,
when we have funds available, we were to
start some experimental farms in that area
to test the land befor 'e throwinug it open 'for
selection. During the last year we have had
six parties of surveyors at work closely clas-
sifying the country lying east of Newdegate
and Rarlgarin, extending as far as the outer
rabbit[-proof fence. Complete plans and re-
ports have not yet been received. I regret
very much that the reports we have re-
ceived have been rather disappointing. A
large number of people in these areas took
up land under free selection. 'When we
stoppjed selection there some months ago and
sent surveyors and el!assifierb out, thecy ex-
perienced great difficulty in surveying the
land into suitable farms because the eyes
had heen picked out of the country. There
are a fair number of blocks hut the sur-
veyors arc of opinion that the class of land
would necessitate holdings of .3,000 to 5,000
acres to make them a payable proposition.
There is a good deal of light country in the
district, and the -good country has been
pic-ked out. Between the areasqc already

selected arc small patches of 400 or 500
acres, all fairly qTood. This land should
hare been properly suhidivided and included
in the other areas that have been selected.
.Snbdivisionr is also proceeding of the wheat
land east of Kalkalling towards Bull-
finch, and it is expected that a large number
of these blocks will lie thrown open for
selection by the and of the present year.
Last year T dealt with the possibility of
doing something with the large area of light
land in this State, of which there was re-
ported to be sonie 9,000,000 acres within
121/ miles of a railway. During the year
Mr. Bostock, a thoroughly qualified officer,
reported on light lands after having trav-
elled thousands of miles and undertaken
inspections of various areas. His report
has been received, and a committee were
appointed to present at proposition. I was
informied to-da y that the committee's report
would be available during the next few
days. I regret that I have not been able
to peruse it in order that I. might be able
to give members some informatio n about it.

Mr. Griffiths: When will the land north
of Bencubbin be throwvn open?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: At the
end of the present year. The Survey De-
partment have been kept fully occupied.
I am of opinion that it would be a good
thning to send some parties to thn northern
part of thle State to inspect lanG there.

Mr. A. Wansbrougli: Is it intended to clas-
sify the land south-east of Newdegate?

The MINISTER F0OR LANDS: Thre
classifiers are there now. Two survey
parties loft for Kinmberley last March t o
classify arid locate areas suitable for cot-
ton growing and. other forms of tropical
agriculture. Those parties have been at
work coatinuously, anrd are expected back
about the endi of this month. As a result of-
their investigations, it is expected that a
large area suitable for cotton, etc., will be
made available during the next two or three
months. The Surveyor General expects to
continue this work next season. Last year
we sent surveyors North, but unfortunately
s4ome of their plant was left behind and some
tinne elapsed before they could get to work
properly. The tropical adviser, Mir. Wise,
picked out areas that he thought suitable
for tropical agriculture, "but very little sur-
v'eying was done. During the next few
months we hope to be able to throw open
areas for people who wish to take up land
for cotton growing.' They will be able to
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get land for this purpose equal to any in
Australia.

Mr. Coverley: What will be the size of
the areas?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
not seen the surveys. The Surveyor General
reports that extensive classifications were
carried out last year of the country north
of Bencubbin and east of Kalikalling towards
Bullfinch, over 11/ million acres being closely
classified in the Northam survey district:
while 680,000 acres were classified between
Norseman and Salmon Gums. These lands
will make a few farmus and enable us to
overcame the difficulty of finding land for
apphieants that has prevailed for a consid-
erable time. While it is true we have a large
number of applicants Car land, there are
very few who are prepa red to take land at
any distance from a railway. The Agricul-
tural Bank trustees wvill not make advances
against land if it is too far from a railway.
They consider it is tao risky to do sa. If
the bank made advances on such areas 30,
40 or 50 miles from a railway to persons
without money, it is probable that losses
would occur. From what I can gather, the
trustees do not abject to a 50 per cent.
advance, but they consider thiat to make ad-
vances to the full value of the improvements
is too risky. A settler would be able to get
full payment for his work of clearing, e.,
aind theun leave the land, and in a very short
time the black would return to its virgin
state and the advance would be a total lass.
The trustees have to safeguard the funds
of the State, and there appears to be sound
reason for their argument. 1 think I am
right in saying that at least 90 per cent.
of the people who apply for' land have no
money. They want to get advances from
tha Agicultural Bank, and as we have little
land situated within a reasonable distance
of railways on which the Agricultural Bank
trustees will advance, it is difficult to supply
those people. The report of the Agricultural
Bank has been laid an the Table of the
House, and no doubt many members have
perused it. The number of alpplicahions
from borrowers other than discharged sol-
diers during the year was 1,866. Loans
a9mounting to L365,S197 were approved to
1,464 applicants. The amount of loans act-
ually made during the year was £352,502.
By reference to the report on the Table, it
will be noted that of the total amount ad-
vanced. 221,290 was far clearing 175,281

acres. During the year we have approved
of advances approximating £140,000 for
clearing. The total amount advanced by the
bank, exclusive of soldier settlement, from
its inception to the 30th June, 1025, was
£5,346,849, of which £1,981,742 has been
repaid, leaving a, balance outstanding, after
taking in to account debts written down, of
£C3,287,452. The total amount advanced
by the Agricultural Bank, including soldier
settlement, was £8,155,019, and to butter and
bacon factories £21,103, a grand total of
advances to civilians and soldiers of
£5,176,182. Oa the 30th September, 1925,
interest owing to the bank totaled £542,746,
and principal duo and not paid to £ 440,154,
or a total of £989,900. The position is some
£2,000 better than last year, but I think an
improvement ought to be effected ith re-
gaid to repayments. Of this amount
£E660,198 is due from civilian clients. Sol-
dier settlers have five years before paying
off any principal, and from the majority of
these nio princip~al is yet due. The total
advances by the Industries Assistance Board
to the 31st March, 1925, amnount to £9,459,001
and for the 12 mionths ended 3st March
last they amiounted to £:1,201,018. Since
March 31st last the advances have been
£750,350. The amount -received from crops
for the 1924/25 season was £1,504,602 and
the equity in the pools is £15,410. The
balance brought forwvard from the 1923-2-4
Season as against the 1924-25 harvest was
£1I,600,663. The estimated debtors' balance
carried forward against the nest harvest is
£1,427,138. There is a slight improvement
of about £E173,525 over the previous year.
There is, however, a large amount outstand-
ing to the board. There has been paid to
outside creditors during the 12 months ended
31st -March last £16,005. The total amount
repaid since the inception of the board was
£302,950, leaving a balance unpaid of
£270,033. The number of settlers on the
board on the 31st -Marchi last was 2,674,
of which 1,1.54 are ex-soldiem., The new
clients numbered 85 and they are all ex-
soldiers. Clearances from the 1st December,
1924. to the 1st October, 1.925, number 10l4
and the clearaees since the inception of the
board number 1,478. This shows that the
board assisted 1,478 persons to get on their
feet during the severe drought in 1014-15
when, in all probability, a large number of
them would have had to leave their holdings.
The number of properties disposed of diii-

2087
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ing the year was 150, and these are expected
to show a loss of £55,137. In addi-
Lion to this loss the board has written
off interest and advances on 30 properties
to the amount of £16,157. The total number
of stopped accounts on the hoard's books to
the 31st M~1arch last, including abandonments,
is 865, carrying an indebtedness of £581,344.
The number of properties that cvme into the
possession of the board during the year
through abandonment and other causes
was 109, carrying a liability of £1132,226.
The position on 10th June last shows
that the hoard had on their hooks 131
abandoned properties carrying a hia-
bility of £126,730. The losses are only
brought into account when contracts of sale
are finalised. The borrowers' balances at
the 30th September, 1025, amounted to
£1,922,174. There is this large amount still
owing to the board. Against this heavy loss
no doubt there has been an indirect benefit
to the State. With regard to soldier settle-
ment, the total number of loans approved
was 5,313. These include nine to munition
workers and 53 to ox-British soldiers. A
reference to the report that lies on the Table
will show the class of farms to which these
approvals applied. The number of proper-
ties held as security was 4,688 and the num-
ber of abandonments total 699. Last year
these numbered 276. The properties on
hand for re-disposal total 270- The loaas
approved totalled £6,167,870. Of this
amount there was cancelled £312,692, leaving
on 30th June last as approved £5,855,178.
The amount owing for interest on the 30th
September last was £328,702. The new
loans for the year numbered 127 and addi-
tional loans numbered 987. Soldier settle-
ment has heen causing some members a fair
amount of concern- They want to know
what the policy for the future will he.
The previous Government-the Opposition
Leader will correct me if amn wrong-en-
tered into an arrangement with the Common-
wealth Government to repatriate Western
Australian soldiers by placing them on the
land, and there was a condition that the
Commowealth would allow the State 2'/2 per
cent. annually for five years on the expendi-
ture to cover all losses and also reduction of
interest in respect of soldier settlers. Any
loss beyond 211 per cent, for five years, or
121/ per cent. in all, the State had to hear.
It has been said that an arrangement was
made for the State to bear half the losses
incurred on soldier settlement. Having

made close inquiry and also having examined
the files, I have been unable to find any-
thing in the nature of such a prom~ise.
There is nothing to that effect in writing.
The only arrangement I can find is that the
State shall accept 23, per cent. for five
years in respect of the money received from
the Commonwealth for settling the soldiers,
and that that allowance shall cover the risk.
That arrangement continued until two or
three months ago. The soldiers then were
dissatisfied because some of the properties
were not paying. Many of the soldiers
waited upon me by way of deputation, and
also waited on the Chairman of the Sof~er
Settlement Board (Mr. Mebarty). M1r.
McLarty and I told them definitely that we
did not see how the State could do any more
than it was doing, and that if there was
necessity for reducing the prices of holdings
or the rate of interest, that should he done
by the Commonwealth Government. When
the Prime Minister visited the State the
soldiers placed the matter before him by
deputation. I also spoke to Mir. Bruce on
the question. The soldiers and the Govern-
ment alike were informed by Air. Biruce that
the matter would be one for the whole of
the States, and that the Commonwealth
could not deal with one State. I then com-
municated with the other States with a view
to a conference on the question of soldier
settlement. Unfortunately that conference
did not take plate, but a few weeks later
MrT. Bruce announced that the Federal Gov-
eminment were prepared to allow the States
the sum of £5,000,000 for the purpose of
assisting them to meet their losses on soldier
settlement. Of that amount £796,000 was to
be allowed to Western Australia. That sum
was arrived at by reducing the amounts of
money which had been advanced from year
to year by the Commonwealth Government to
the State Government to meet the de-
mands in respect of repatriation. A
certain amount was taken of! the various
rates of interest each year. However, all
that was subject to the signing of ain agree-
ment. While I was in Melbourne attending
the Loan Council, Air. Berkeley and I had a
tonga interview with the Federal Treasury
officials regarding the form of agreement
submitted, which was not entirely satisfac-
tory. Eventually we made an arrangement
in regard to fixing up the agreement. Dur-
ing those conversations we were told defi-
nitely that the £796,000 was the final pay-
ment in respect of repatriation so far as the
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Commonwealth Government were concerned
and that the Commonwealth did not intend
to assist the States any further in connection
with the matter. We pointed out that we
had not drawn anything on account of
moneys advanced since the 1st July, 1924,
and that we considered we were entitled to
2 1 per cent, commission on that amount of
money, in the same way as on money ad-
vanced previously. The point is one that
many people do not understand. It was ex-
plained that the Federal Government did
not find us any money after the 1st July,
1924, for repatriation. That explanation
was true in one sense but untrue in another
sense. There had been some difficulty in ob-
taining loan money, with the result that the
Loan Council was established. Hon. mem-
bers will recollect that in 1924 it was almost
impossible to get any money out from Lon-
don. The banks were refusing to bring any
money out, and particularly the Common-
wealth Bank. The exchange was at a high
figure, £3 10s. or £3 i15s. The Common-
wealth Government then undertook to raise
for the State Governments a total of
£E10,000,000. Western Australia's portion of
that £10,000,000 was £1,300,000. However,
that £1,300,000 was a portion of the general
loan then to be raised. In the £1,300,000
was the amount required for soldier settle-
ment. Thus, instead of lending us the
money direct for soldier settlement, the
Commonwealth Government raised the
money for the State in that general loan of
£10,000,000. We said to the Commonwealth,
"What about paying us the percentage on
that?" Then we were assured that the
allowance had been made in the £796,000.
We were told that if we did force
the 21/ per cent, commission, on money
advanced for soldier settlement since the
1st July, 1924, it would not make any
difference, because the amount would be
deducted from the £C796,000. To make sure
that there was no misapprehension on the
part of the Treasury officials, I went to
Parliament House and interviewed the Fed-
eral Treasurer, Dr. Earle Page. He also
assured me that this was the Commonwealth
Government's final payment, that they would
not par anything more except in respect of
deduction of interest, to which matter I shall
refer later. The Federal Treasurer also said
that the 21/2 per cent, allowance had ceased
on the 1st July, 1924. None of the Treasury
officials or of the members of the Soldier
Settlement Board were aware of that pre-

viously. The agreement, or letter, which was
sent from Melbourne stated that the Corn-
znonwealth was to allow the £796,000, and
asked us to agree lo reduce the soldiets' in-
terest after the 31st December, 1930, to 5
per cent. That meant that on all the money
lent by us to the soldiers the rate of interest
would be reduced to 5 per cent. NN e were
laying., the Commonwealth on the average £5
8s. 9d. per cent. interest. The Commonwealth
would reduce the interest to 5 per cent, on
moneys which they had advanced to the sol-
diers, moneys totalling £5,000,000 odd, in
respect of which they were making the
allowance of £796,000. But there was no
provision for reduciion of interest on moneys
which the State had advanced since the 1st
July, 1024, or as regards any commitments
which the State had entered into since that
date. That amount, as nearly as the Treas-
ury ean arrive at it, was £1,333,963. That
amount represented the commitments which
the Treasury officials estimated the State
would have to meet after the 1st July, 1924.
This money, or part of it, was borrowed in
the £10,000,000 loan, which cost an average
of £6 8s.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But you get
money at 51/ per cent, now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But we
did not get this money at 5/2 per cent.

The Premier: The local loan cost 6 per
cent.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: Six per
cent, at 08S. Hon. members 'will see that to
reduce the rate of interest on that money
for 25 years means a considerable sum to the
State.

Hon. Sir James Mfitchell: For how long
have you got the loan?

The MIINISTER FOR LANDS: It all
depends on how it was taken up. Some was
for five years, and some for ten years. We
cannot tell what it will be later on; we can
only base our figures on what we are paying
at present. The Commonwealth lent money
to the present Opposition Leader at 4%/ per
cent., and when we wanted a renewal the
Commonwealth asked 53/ per cent. for the
same money. What I have stated means that
on advances from the 1st July, 1924, we
would have to find a sum to recoup the
difference in interest over the period of 25
years, amoundinga to £507,700.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: That is only a
short term loan. tion are getting money in
London at 51/2 per cent. now.



2090 [ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But so
far as this loan is concerned I have never
put in anything for administration expenses.
I have only allowed a half per cent.

Hon. Sir James M1itcell: That is wrong.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: it is

right. I would like the Leader of the Oppo-
sition to show that the position is different.
Nobody can say what wve wvill get money at
ten years hence.

Hon. Sir James 1ititell: You can get
money for 51/ per cent. easily in Australia
now.

The MlNlSTE1R FOR LANDS: But what
would we have to pay then? Again, who is
to pay for administratiouil There is the 61/
per cent.

Hon. Sir James .1itchell: You were offered
nioncy~at 51/2 p er cent.

The Premier: No; at 53/1 per cent.
The 2MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not

k~now about that; it has nothing to do with
this point. All the money that we have re-
cei~ ad already, together with commitments
since the Ist -July, 1924, amount to £1,853,963.
The soldiers who went on the land at that
time were placed under exactly similar con-
ditions as those wvho wvent oil the land prior
to the 1st July, 1924. They thought they
would have had conditions allowed to them
similar to those granted to the settlers who
wvere placed on ihe land at an earlier date.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And quite right,
too.

The MINISTER FOR LA'NDS: I agree
with that contention. Thus wve would have to
reduce the interest, but they would not agree
to 6I per cent. and later we agreed upon 5Y2
per cent. We have to repay interest for
25 years en money which would cost us
about 1 per cent, more for administration.
I did not take so much objection to that,
although it would have meant a large sum
of money, because when we brought down
the proposals regarding 121/2 per cent. over
five -years, (he effect would have been that
we would have had a considerable sum to
.assist those already on the land. We hoped
that we would have between £400,000 and
£-500,000 to meet our loans.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Out of £796,000?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. Tn

other words, we were bound to make losses
because the amounts set against the blocks
had to be written down and, according to
our inspectors who examined the properties,
some of those in the South-West and in the

Swan Valley as wvell as in other places, wvere
such that it would be necessary to write down
the properties to the extent of between
£300,000 and £400,000, ao well as to deal
with the interest and sinking fund charges
so as to enable the settlers to become success-
fuii. There were very few such instances in
the wheat belt. Then the Lands Department
had to deal with a little over £100,000 in
respect of repurchased estates. .We thought
we would have that money with which to
reduce the indebtedness correspondingly.
Unfortunately the Prime Minister, Mr,
Bruce, write to us and intimated that he
desired us to continue putting returned sol-
diers on the land. We have slightly over
1,800 returned soldiers who are qualified to
go on the land. I do not know that they are
all here, but that number qualified. If each
mail were granted a loan of £1,500, it would
represeint in outlay of £2,700,000. The
Prime 2l1inister pointed out to us definitely
in his letter that hie would expect us to stand
all the losses, without any further interest
cozice~sioii being allowed by the Federal au-
thorities. Naturally, that was a matter of
impossibility for the State. We could not
possibly have carried on tinder those con-
ditions. 'There would have had to be met
interest deductions to the extent of 11/2 per
cent, over 25 years and that would have
amounted to £1,520,237. We have heard some
criticism regarding- this question, in this
Chamber, but I do not think that any hon.
member would expect the State to embark
upon such a proposition.

The Premier: Not if they knew the facts.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not

think it was ever the intention that the
Western Australian Government should pay
for the full repatriation of ,the soldiers.
Such arrangements as were made were car-
ried out.

Mr. A. Wanshiough: And the Common-
wealth Government have repudiated them?

Thle -MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. The
Commonwealth Government intimated that
they would pay £796,000, hut the position is
that unless we sign the agreement, we will
not get that money. There are soldiers whose
interest must be paid for them and their
properties written down considerably. Con-
sequently, I do not see anything for it but to
sign the agreement and secure the money.
The State will then have to take the respon-
sibility and say whether or not it will put
any more soldier settlers on the land. It is
obvious that it is impossible for the State to
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accept the whole of the responsibility. We
have done as every other State in the Com-
monwealth has done; we have closed downt
un soldier settlement. I do not see how Mr.
Bruce and his Government can expect this
State to take on a liability of £1,500,000 in
interest alone for 25 years, together with all
losses. I take second place to no man in re-
spect of assistance to soldiers, but one thing
I do detest is bringing in the soldiers as
political machines. I regret that the Leader
of the Country Party should have brought up
in this House, in the mnidst of an election, a
letter sent over here by the Prime Minister
asking questions in reg-ard to soldier settle-
ment. When hie cut it out of a newspaper,
as he must have done, hie ought to have seen
in the same paper a reply, item by itemn, by
the Treasury officials of thiq State. Yet the
hon. member said he did not see it. The
soldiers have done sufficient, without being
made political machines in a matter of this
kind. I said to one soldier the other day,
"It makes no difference to mc. If the Coin-
inonwealth say we can give you a million
and a half, we can do it." When the soldier
settlers' representative went to Melbourne T
showed him all the papers, and said we were
willing to continue on that. But they want
to stop that commitment. I say it is not the
responsibility of the State to relieve the Coin
inonwcalth Covernment of assistance they
are to render under the agreemnent they pre-
viously entered into. If this settlement is to
assist the soldiers, it should he granted to the
soldiers. Some of the soldiers are becoming,
disheartened, feeling that they are not go-
ing to get assistance. If the Commonwealth
Government were to leave it to the State
Government, then within the next fortnighlt
there would be nearly £500,000 from which
those men would get some relief. I am of
opinion that the Prime Minister has been led
astray in regard to the statement I made to
the Press of Western Australia. When I was
asked what had the State done for the sol-
diers, apart from the 2'/2 per cent. commis-
sion for which the late Government had ar-
ranged with the Commonwealth Government,
I asked the officers to gret out the infornation.
I found that the State had given concessions
on land held amounting- to £170,278, and con-

cesinsonvigin land amounting t o £3295,-
.563 or a total in respect of lands of £504,'-
841. That is to say, if the soldiers had been
civilians, the State would have received £504,-
841 more. So that is a contribution to the
soldier settlers.

lion. Sir James M'%itchell: Over a period
of' years.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, but
it is a contribution, Then the Agricultural
Bank have made concessions on application
fees to the amount of £C43,913. The bank is
not able to say exactly what the concessions
on mortg-age fees amount to, but they esti-
mate the sum at £30,000. Then there is the
interest concession, which the Leader of the
Opposition Agreed to, amounting to £212.-
347. That is the difference that civilians
would have to pay' . So, from the A1gricul-
tural Bank we get concessions totalling £:791,-
101. It is necessary that the large amount
of money we have here should be set off
against any moneys Advanced by the Coin-
nionwealth. I do not say that we should
take uip that 2V2 per: cent, commission, but
if -Mr. Bruce and his Government had given
the £706,000, this amount of £791,101
should be a set off Against that. It would
be approximately half each. But Mr. Bruce
says we have lost nothing at all. That is the
stand he takes. The total amount we get
from him is between E1,400,000 and £1,500,-
000, including the 2 ,' par cent. commission
uinder the Arrangement Sir .Tanics Mitchell
made with the Commonwealth Government.
We have received to dlate £503,533 in inter-
est allowed by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. Then there is the interest rebate al-
lowed settlers as claimed by the Agriculitural
Bank, an amount of £223,738, and the losses
oa soldier settlers as claimed by the Agricul-
tural Bank and the Lands Department, an
amount of £98,007. So we have got in £181,-
788. But there are adjustments of interest
to be wiped off yet. So we would not have
made a. grat deal of loss on the 2%/ per
cent. had they retained it. But it is
necessary for us to show what the
State has done on behalf of the
soldiers, as against Mr. Bruce's £796,000.
We have given practically £ 800,000 in con-
cession;, while Mr. Bruce has given £796,000.
gSo I say ire are fifty-fifty with him. But
Mr. Bruce says. "No. you must use this
£796,000 or find the money to put additional
soldiers on the land." It will cost the State
approximately £2,000,000.

I-on. G. Taylor: He gives you no credit
for what you have done.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: N\o credit
at all.

lIon. Sir JTnws Mitchell: ]But they know
as well as we know, what wve have done.
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The MIRNISTER FOR LANDS: We want
to act fairly and squarely with the soldiers.
if the Federal Government say, as they said
before, that this muoney is for our own use
to do with as we think fit, that it will1 assist
us to meet our losses, then we should have
started to write down our losses straight
.away and give the soldiers the benefit. If
we are expected to carry on another 1,800
soldiers, we cannot do it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We have no
right to do it out of this money.

The MIINISTER FOR LANSDS: Mr.
Girogan, the manager of the Agricultural
Bank, pointed out that without writing down
a shilling, if we carried on in accordance
with the letter it would mean that this State
would have to find over £500,000 to meet
the interest due for 25 years for soldiers
placed on the land. I am anxious to relieve
the soldiers on the land, and I think the
best thing would be to sign the agreement,
get the £C796,000, and reduce the indebtedness
of the soldiers. Thus we would relieve them
of their present difficulties, and then the
State could please itself whether it would
continue to grant fuUl concessions for sol-
dier settlement. A few words now about
group settlement.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We cannot re-
ply to this to-night. Leave that for the
Loan Estimates.

The 1NINISTER FOR LANDS: The work
on the groups is proceeding. A number of
settlers have been put on piece work. In-
structions hiave been issued by the Advisory
Committee that the price to be fixed for
celearing is to be at the rate to allow an
ordinary settler to earn the amount of £3
per week, which he would receive by way
of sustenance.

Hon. G. Taylor:. How are they averaging
-on piece work?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
a list whieb the hon. member may see. The
number of settlers on the groups is 2,277.
The number of holdings is 2,334, and the
total population of the groups is 9,262.
'There are 60 families now on their way from
England and Scotland to fill the vacancies
and to form a group at Hester. The area
-cropped totals 31,R53 acres, and ad-
.ditional areas are cleared and ploughed
for cropping during the coming sea-
son. Cotltag"fes to the number of 1,557
have -been erected, and contracts bare
'been let by tender for the erection of
tbe balance of cottages at Busselton, Den-

mark, and Northcliffe. Dairy buildings are
in course of erection at Feet Estate, Afaiii-
mnup, and Basselton on groups that are being
stocked. Altogether, 59 schools have been
erected and three hospitas and quarters for
staff. The following stock has been pur-
chased for group settlers :-Cows and heif-
ers, 5,471, of which 4,010 were purchased
loeally; bulls 124, all pedigreed; pigs 412,
and horses 390. Implements, such as carts,
harrow-s and ploughs, and also milk cans and
separators have been provided. Arrange-
ments have been made with a metropolitan
dairy farmers co-operative company, which
is tinder the wing of the Westralian Farmers,
Limited, to take the milk and cream supply
from the Peel Estate. By these arrange-
mnents the Peel Estate settlers will have the
advantage of sharing in the metropolitan
milk supply, This co-operative company has
commenced the construction of a factory,
and will make arrangements to collect from
the settlers their supplies pending the erec-
tion of a station for that purpose on the
Peel Estate. There is already a butter fac-
tory at Busselton and one at Albany. We
have uinder consideration the removal of an-
other butter factory, which is closed down,
to the Manjimup district to provide for the
output of the dairies in the Jarnadup, Man-
jimup, and Northcliffe areas. Arrangements
hare been completed with the Westralian
Farmers, Limited, to control the butter fac-
tory at Albany. This factory will be in a
position to take the supplies from the Den-
mark settlers. The settlers in the Busselton
area can send their supplies to the Busselton
factory, which is already in existence. The
suppliers to this factory increased from 93
in October, 1924, to 106 in October, 1925.

Weare endeavouring to arrange for better
facilities on railways for taking the supplies
to the factories in the various districts.
Until the groups are fairly well established,
there is a proposal for paying a small sub-
sidy for motor transport to collect the set-
tlers' supplies. This is to be only a temn-
porary arrang-ement until there is sufficient
supply to ena ble the motor transport to be
self-supporting. I still have every confidence
in the group settlements. Some of the set-
tlers are bound to leave. We expect that. If
we can get 50 per cent. to remain we shall
he doing marvellonsly well, better than any-
thing I hare heard of in any other part of
the world. There is no doubt that a
large number of these settlers are proving
energetic in their work and are endeavouring
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to make good. The migration agreement has
not yet been finalised. It has been signed
by the Premier and by the Prime M1inister,
and negotiations are now in hand with the
British Government to make the agreement
retrospsective. I believe the representative
of the British Government, who is visiting
the State, is thoroughly in accord with it,
hut he has to consult the British Government.
I hope that as a result of the visit of the
members of the Press Congress, we shall get
some more astsistauce for settlement in this
State. 1 believe the delegates have left West-
ern Australia w'ell pleased with what they
have seen. They said our group settlement
was the best scheme they had seen in Aus-
tralia or elsewhere, and one of them, who
bad a good deal of power wvith the British
Government, said he would recommend them
to concentrate particularly on Western Aus-
tralia. I pointed out that we had sufficient
land and piublic works to take a large num-
ber of migrants for the development of the
country, but that the whole scheme depended
upon finaince. I told them that we were a
small population, that we had done the best we
possibly could, and were still doing our best,
but that we were limited in our expenditure.
They realised that, and I feel confident we
were able to showv the visitors a development
policy the equal of which they will have
some difficulty in finding anywhere else in
the world. I am satisfied that eventually
group settlement will be successful. We
igh-lt make some losses, but if we are to

stop Work because we make some losses, we
had better shut up shop altogether. No part
of this State has been developed without
losses having been incurred.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Serious losses, too.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: Even in
the wheat belt, I anticipate there will be
heavy losses, and I do not think I shll be
far out. As to the Industries Assistance
Board we shall not have returned to us
£1L000,000 of the money that has been ad-
vaneed. The State has benefted indirectly.
Whilst we have to pay interest and sinking
fund on that for a period of years, the peo-
ple as a whole will reap the henefit of the
expenditure. The same thing would apply
to the development of other portions of the
State. There is no doubt We are now begin-
ning- to show the result of the work that
was started some years ago by the Leader oF
the Opposition, and which was supported by
members on this side of the House. We are
just on the point of showing what can be

done with land that was said to be value-
less. Let me take for instance, Folly Flat
and the Peel Estate, both of which areas
weare condemned. Lord Burnham, who visited
them, told the Leader of the Opposition and
me that hie had never seen anything like the
English grasses there in any part of Enig-
land. T[hi, shows what the country will do
wvhen it is properly developed. There are
home pl~aces that have not received the same
attention, and have not made the same head-
way. That applies to private holdings as well
as to parts of the group settlement. Let
visitors go through the Peel Estate; through
the Busseltoa and Denmark areas; through
Northeliffe and through Pemberton. A little
whole ago some of those places were virgin
forest. To-day they are places of beauty, and
visitors express their surprise at the develop-
merit that has taken place. The grasses are
growing well there, and the lands are becom-
ing stocked. Recently 5,000 head of stock
have been purchased for the group settle-
ments. This development is going ahead.
The pastures are growinug well; the time is
not far distant when by the result of estab-
lishing our group settlements we shall stab-
ilise the dairying industry in the State, and
in that way' fulfil the demand of the people
of the State for a considerable amount of
their dairy requirements. I have much pleas-
ure in submitting the Estimates.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [3.54 a-rn.] : We shall have a chance,
when dealing with the Loan Estimates, of
speaking further upon some of these mat-
ters. f see on the Estimates there is set
against the Agricultural Bank, soldier set-
tlement, and the Industries Assistance Board,
an amount of only L5. This small amount
is placed there so that we may discuss these
particular items on the Estimates, failing
which we could not do so. There should hare
been a greater number of members present
when the 'Minister for Lands made his
speech. I do not know w~hv some should
sit here all nig-ht, whilst other are having
a rest. I never saw members so disinter-
ested on one of the most important ques-
tions that ever comes before the House.
Not enough interest is being taken in these
votes. The 'Minister for Lands has given
us an interesting account of the operations
of the departments under his control. It
is a valuable statement. He is just as
willing as anyone else to dispose of alt
the wheat lands he has to sell. Each year,
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however, there is less land available near
existing railways. No doubt on the southern
coast areas will be found suitable for wheat
growing. When the railway is put through
it will open up another province, if it proves
such as I believe it will prove.

Mr. A. Wansbro ugh: We all hope that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Light
lands ought to carry sheep some day. The
trouble is we cannot put men on that coun-
try without money. We have tried it and
wre have lost a considerable sum in conse-
quence. The heavy loss to the Agricultural
Bank and the Industries Assistance Board
has been occasioned by trying to put men
on our light lands.

The Minister for Lands: The hank auth-
orities say they are not losing money on any
land.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They did
lose money on light lands that were setled
a few years ago. The settlements went back
and were abandoned. The bank is not losing
money now. To-day -wheat and wool are on
better prices, and there is no doubt that this
land will carry sheep when once it is broken
up. I am told that one man has a large
area of light land which will now
yield 20 'bushels of wheat to the
acre. There is sufficient evidence to be
gathered from the people who are using
those lands, without establishing experi-
mental farms to prove what can he done
there. No experimental farm will serve
such a good examiple as the best wheat farms
in the district. The departmental officers
are trained. experts who have to know the
theory and science of agriculture, but they
do not know as well as the farmers. how to
plough and reap arid operate on the practical
side.

The Mlinister for Lands: It is better to
start a small farm first than to put out a
dozen men into untried country.

lion. Sir JA'MES MITCHELL: We
started an experimental fanni on the light
land along the Wongan Hills to see what
could be done with wheat and stock there.
This one establishment will answer all that
is necessary concerning light lands. I hope
surveyors will be put into the South-West
this summer. The extent of settlement is
limited by the work that is done through
the surveyors. Unless the work is done in
the South-West during the summer, the sur-

cyoms cannot work.

The Minister for Lands: There is a lot
of land surveyed there now.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Minister does not send surveyors there now
not much work will be done for some time.
Very little more surveying has been done
since I left office.

The Minister for Lands: I1 have all the
blocks you had surveyed.

Hon. Sir JAMES AflTCHELL: That is
not enough.

The Minister for Lands: It is ai good
deal more than you settled in the year.

Ron. Sir JAMES MKITCHhLL:, The
suirveyors ought to be put to work there.
There are many iii the State wanting work,
unless they have left the country. The Min-
ister will Ibe in trouble over ]and if he does
not do this. Msany people want to take up
countr-y in the South-West I hope he will
send every available surveyor to work down
there, It is not fair to ask them to stay
here unless we do thle best we can to keep
them employe& We want survey work
done flow. The votes before us are Lands
and Surveys, Agricultural Bank, Industries
Assistance Board, Soldier Settlement, Group
Settlement, Immigration, Council of Indus-
trial Development. I shall content myself
with referring to soldier settlemnent, reserv-
ing group settlement for the Loan Estimates.
This important matter seems to concern no
one very much. Six members only are pre-
sent in the Chamber. We had better have a
quorum.

Bells rung, a quoruni formed.

Hion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I desire
the presence of members from the country
to suipport nie in asking the Minister for
Lands to see that the surveyors are kept at
work in the South-West. The work cannot
he done in winter, and unless the land is
surveyed we cannot have settlement. There
were no surveyors on last year, or at all
events very little land was surveyed last year.
It is important that the land, should be in-
spected and got ready.

The Minister for Lands: I do not know
where I amn going to get a lot of land.

Hon. Sir JAMES W3ITC HELL: Neither
of us knows that, because neither of us has
seen the unsurveyed areas. In 1009 the
Surveyor General said there was no land,
and I was told the same thing in 1919.

2094
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The Minister for Lands: Wihat can you
do when one party say you must keep the
land for forestry?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That laud
is gone, because it is sold. One cannot sell
land twice. There is a lot of land in the
South-West not carrying timber. The other
day the Mlinister took me to the Peel Estate
and there I saw a plough work in scrub
country, making it possible to bring the land
under gr-ams. In the South-West there are
hundreds of thousands of acres of treeless
land wvhich would be very expensive to clear
by hand, but can be cleared cheaply with
the plough. The Minister should keel) his
ploughs busy. As regards the forafitry it'

gument, we cannot have all wooden hieads
in this State; we must have some live pea-
ple about the country' , so that wve may have
enough to eat. We shall retain all the jar-
rab lanid that is worth retaining, and still*
have plenty of land to settle. For years nowv
we have not allowed any selection of jarrah
lands. Under our system of selection it is
not p)ossible for anyone to get jarrah coun-
try wvithout the Forests Department know-
ing of it. That has been so ever since 1910.
There is no danger therefore of jarrab land
being released by the Forests Dcltsrtmnent.
It is all a matter of classification and sur-
vey, and I hope the Minister will keep both
those activities in) progress. If we cannot
do it there, it is no good talking about doing
it in the North-West. As a matter of fact
the Nortli-rest can only he settled wvhere
the country has a good rainfall, although it
is lower there than in Queensland. Between
Wyndham andi Derby the rainfall is about 60
inches during the course of the year. We
try to get land at \V adhiam where there is
a 25 inch rainfall because there are so mtany
mn who work at the Wyndhanm 'Meat Works
who have to travel up and down each year.
They cannot live in Wyndham as well as
down south, and the object of the move was
to settle them on holdings adjacent to WYnd-
ham so that they could remain there with
their families during the whole year. It
was found, howvever, when the area was in-
spected bt'y '.%r. Wise, that the land near
Wyndham was subject to floods, and it was
therefore declared to be unsuitable. Other
land hass been located and is available but it
is not close to Wyndham. Far my part I
think it would be just as well to continue
operations in the South-WVest for the time
being, and make inqoiries regarding land in

the Kimberley district so that we may get
everything ready against the time when men
and money are available. Regarding soldier
settlement, the arrangements were that we
were to settle die soldiers and receive 121/
per cent, from the Ciomimsnwealth. Of that
lper(entage, six per cent. was to go to the
ael1diers hy way of reluced interest on their
loans of L625, and the other 6 or 61/ per
cent., 1 forget exactly thc total, had to go
to the department to cover losses. The 2Mmi-
ister inf'ormed uts that he has paid £90,000
a1gainst losses and has £180,000 left.

Tine Minister for Lands: I said I had
spent more than that, and had £188,000 left.

lion. Sir JA,\ES MI1TCHELL: Some
c90,000 wans for reduced interest purposes.
I think the 'Minister said thit five million
pounds altogether had been available for the
scheme, but I thought the amount was six
millions.

The TM inister for Lands: No, it 'vas five
millions.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: We will
have about £E300,000 to cover losses from that
fund. The MVinister indicated that the losses
would total about £400,000 altogether. Then
there are the interest payments to be made.

The Minister for Lands: J did not say
£.400,000. I said between £C400,000 and
£500,000. In addition there is the interest
that will have to be wip~ed out.

Hlon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Interest
is charged up noQw. At any rate, for the pur-
poses of discussion, it does not matter
whether the amount is £500,000 or £400,000.
We cannot be expected to he continu-

alsettling soldiers udrterms other
than those we have already arpplied to the
men who have lbeen put on the land. We
eould not think of applying even those terms
were it not for the assistance of the Corn-
ionwenlth Government. We, as a State,
cannot do more than make the land available
at half the price and consideration regard-
ine the cost of administration. I am quite
certain lint if it were pointed out to the
Commonwealth Government they would con-
tinue paving 121/ per cent. in respect of alt
soldiers who want to he settled to-day. Re-
presentations, no doubt, have already been
made by- the Minister in that direction. For
my part I do not see how the Federal Gov-
ernment can gret away frorm it. They are
committed to the settlement of soldiers on
the land just as we are. They are committed
to continue that policy until they intimate
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they will do so no longer. Until that posi-
tion arises, the arrangement will continue.
in addition to the 121/ per cent., there is
the amcount of £796,000 that has been made
available by 'the Commonwealth Government
comparatively recently. That money really
belongs to the soldiers for the purpose of in-
terest payments and so on.

The "Minister for Lands: We are paying
some of it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But you
cannot. It is writtLn off the amount.

The Minister for Lands: I tell you it is
not written off.. The Federal people offered
that, if we would sign the agreement on
their conditions.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I under-
stand the Commonwealth Government set
aside that amount in respect of the interest
repaid.

The -Minister for Lands: As from July
last.

Hen. Sir JAIES MITCHELL: Then you
have not been paying interest since the time
you signed 'the agreement.

The M~inister for Lnds: You would not
sign the agreement and leave that clear.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: You
Could not dto that. At the same time this
money will belong to the soldiers who are
settled undet this arrangement. That money
cannot go to the Treasuirysotathr
will lie £796,000 and the interest on that
amount until the principal is used. We
shiould rseertain what the losses are as soon
as possible, after covering the State losses.
What is left should be set aside for the bene-
fit of the soldiers under the sceeme.

The Minister for Lands: You could only
get an estimate of that.

Hon. Si; JAMES MITCHELL: I know
that. At any rate, this will represent a con-
siderable sum to the State each year. The
Minister Raid something about the Common-
wea'th Government sharing the losses. There
is no question about their doing so seeing
that they gave 121/ per cent. foT that pur-
pose. There was no question about anything
Mrore. 'W~e refused to allow the Common-
wealth Government to have anything to do
with the settlement of the men on the land.
If we experience losses we cannot blame
anyone hut ourselves. There have been and
will be losses on some of the holdings taken
up in ihe earlier days of the scheme in close
proximity to the cit ' as well as in the South-
'West. At the same time we have all the

advantage of the soldier settlement scheme.
Our railways and harbours benefit and also
our trade contributions benefit. Certainly
the Federal Government secure a benefit
through the Taxation Department, but the
State also reaps the advantage.

Mir. A. Wansbrough: Thea the Common-
wealth and State are on the basis of fifty-
fifty.

Hon. Sir JAMNES MITCHELL: There
was no suggestion of that. The Common-
wealth Government paid in sufficient to cover
the losses, and there is no reason why that
sum should not cover any losses due to our
faulty operations, if there have been any.

Hon. G. Taylor drew attention to the state
of the Committee.

Quorum formed.

Hion. Sir JAMES Al1TCF1ELL: As to
.losses occasioned hy faulty land, that is our
own responsibility.

The Minister for Lands: Do you think
there is any faulty land!

Hon. Sir JAMIES MITCHELL: But the
soldier settler suffering from war disability
is not our responsibility. There will not he
a great deal of interest lost, apart from losses
of interest allowed to accumulate in conse-
quence of the soldier settler being sick. Can
the Minister tell uts what amount has been
panid for land?

The Minister for Lands: No, I did not
buy any.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The loss
really is that due to accumulated interest.
Some men in the wheat belt cleared their
farms in the first year or two. The Minister
has had £100,000 repaid to the Lands De-
partmnent already. I hope the Minister will
make representations to the Commonwealth
Government along the lines' of the discussion
to-night. The soldier who has qualified and
is waiting, must be told whether he can he
settled. The Commonwealth Government
ought to be told that it is their responsibility
to contribute in order that the interest might
be reduced to the soldier. The million
pounds that the Minister has in hand to
cover losses is bona fide, but anything be-
yond that belongs to the soldiers who have
been settled.

The Minister for Lands: I agree with
you there.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A great
deal in respect of migration could he said
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under this Vote. No doubt the Minister finds
the subject just as interesting as it was years
ago. '.rI. Amery is here from the Dominions
Ofli,-e to discuss the question with the Min-
ister, and doubtless his visit will result in a
great many more people coming here from
overseas. The Minister had very little to
say abont the Industries Assistance Board.
In that he was wise, because without having
something from him the House cannot dis-
cuss it at any length. The Minister said
the industry had been advanced 9 millions,
but he did not tell uts how much had been
returned to the board. Actually £1,922,000
has been advanced this year. If the Min-
ister were to stop advancing and take the
Proceeds of the growing crop. there would
not be very much owing.

M~r. A. Wansbrough: Do you sugrgest that
he should rio At?

Hlon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Oh, no!
Certainly not. But if he were to do so there
would not be very much outstanding. There
must be losses but, after all, the amount paid
to the Treasury in land rents and interest
on advances by the bank was well over a
million pounds three years ago.

The Premier: I do not know where wve
should have been but for the assistance ren-
dered.

Hon. Sir JAMIES 'MITCHELL: No. The
farmers would have had to go, and the in-
terest on the bank's advances would have
gone too. I do not know that we have very
much to regret in respect of any of our land
settlement, or even our soldier settlement
work. It is just about the most successful
soldier settlement work in Australia. We
get a good many people from the Eastern
States looking for land. As fast as they
sell out there, they come here to buy farms.
Our land is much cheaper than is the East-
ern States', and is certainly as good. I shall
leave the subject of group settlement until
we deal with the Loan Estimates. I wish the
Minister had adopted the same course. His
having discus"ed the group settlements puts
the Committee in an awkward position. We
are supposed to discuss the matters with
which he dealt.

The Minister for Lands: I just gave you
sonmc information as to how they stand.

Trhe Premier: Just enou 'gh for you to get
ready for the Loan Estimates.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is
quite nseless to attempt to discuss group set-
tlement at this hour of the morning. No

one listened to the Minister. It is a pity that
we have to consider such important Esti-
mates at 4.30 in the morning. There is not
much aincd by it, but it is important that
membhers should discuss these departments.
It we dlo not do so, we shall be kept all night
on other occasions with out the slightest warn-
ing, no matter how considerate we are to the
Government.

The Premier: This is the first all night
sitting of the session. We have been getting
off at 10.30 l).m. regularly.

lon. Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: I have
known the House to hold up business, and
then House then to sit all night to get through
the work, but I have not known members to
be kept here all night when there has been
no attempt to discuss the business in other
than a sufficient and proper way.

Mr. Griffiths: The Government have made
wonderful progress with the Estimates this
session.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: Yes.
They could not have wished to make better
progress.

The Premier: It is better to have an all
night sitting now than have four or five on
top of one another later on.

Hon. Sir JAIIES I'TCHELL: There is
no need for that, In future I have no in-
tention of sparing the time of the House as
I hare dlone.

Hon. G. Taylor: We have been too gen-
erous altogether.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We have
put up our case and occupied as little time
as possible in doing so, and this all-night
sitting has come at a most inconvenient time
and without the slightest warning to mem-
bers. I am sorry that we have to discuss
such important Estimates at 4.30 in the
morning.

The Minister for Lands: It is a very in-
convenient time for me.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But the
Minister for Lands is the culprit. I hope
my feelings on this matter will be the same
on Tuesday as they are to-day. If they are,
there will not he quite as much business put
through on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thurs-
day of next week.

The Premier: You must not threaten.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am

not threatening, but the interests of the
country' demand that if we sit all night, we
should fill in the time with something less
important than Land Estimates.
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The Minister for Lands: Then you would
say the money had all been spent and- what
was the use of discussing them.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL,: But there
is something to discuss on these Estimates.

The Minister for Lands: You will
get full opportunity on the ILoan Estimates.

Hon. Sir JAMES", MITCHELL: But the
Minister has discussed the question on these
Estimates, and now hie tells us we can wait
for the Loan Estimates.

The Premier: That is really to your ad-
vaqntage.

Hon. Sir JAMES MI"TCHELL: It is not
to our advantage and it is not fair.

The Premier: There was not a pressman
in the gallery all the time the Minister for
Lands was speaking.

Hon. Sir JAMES MNITCHELL: The M1in-
ister ex~pects us to keep in mind all the
figures lie has quoted during his speech, and
that is quite impossible.

The Mlinister for Lands: You will have
the figures in "Hansard" when you eome to
discuss them on the Loan Estimates.

The Premier: You will have a week-end.
in which to study the figures.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Some of
mny supporters will keep the House occupied
while the rest study the figures. There is no
opportunity to discuss the figures that have
been given by the Minister iii his speech.
Hle himself cannot remember them.

The Minister for Lands: Every figure 1
have mentioned has been. before the House
for a week.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes,
spread over the returns that have been
tabled. Wh 'y dlid the 'Minister use figures
with which everyone should be acquainted?

The 11linister for Lands: I merely con-
densed them.

Hlon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL : The
Minister did not prepare them; they were
lprepared for him by the departmiental offi-
cers. Members cannot be expected to wade
through the returns, and even if they had
done so, they could not be prepared to reply
to the figures the ifnister has .just uised. I
would have liked to hear something about the
experiments on thle land at Albany and it is
important that the Committee should know
of those experiments.

The Minister for Lands: There is no -vote
on my estimates for them.

Hfon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes,
they come under land settlement. It is Pos-

sible to set tle thousands of acres of land at
Albany.

The Premier: That would come under the
Agricultural Estimates.

Eon. Sir JA&MES MITCHELL:. We
should be told what is going to be done on
land still held by the Lands Department.
Experinments could be carried out at King
River and Young's Siding. The question of
the value of Dutch clover ought to be dis-
cussed, and the member for Albany will be
neglecting his duty if that is not done.
Every acre of suitable land should be
brought under cultivation as soon as pos-
sible if the member for Albany does not
attend to this, I shall have to send a copy
of "H-ansard" to his constituents so that they
will see how lie is neglecting his duty.

The Premier : The people there would all
be too busy to read it.

H~on. Sir JAMNES MITCHELL:. The
member for Albany has an interesting tale
to tell of the experiments on land in his di-
trict, which wvill grow similar grasses and
which can be cropped, but hie does not feel
inclined to talk for an hour or two at this
time of the morning, If I were the member
for Albany I would insist on doing so, or
I would cross to the other side of the House
where I would get a fair chance. I would
not sit with a Minister who stifled me by
shutting me off till 5 a.m. Then the mem-
ber for Nel-son has a good dea to say regard-
ing Crown lands in his district. That infor'-
mation would be useful to the Minister. The
same apphuns to the member for Sussex.

H~on. G. Taylor: The member for Bun-
bury complained of having to speak at
1. sin.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: It is not
possible for every mnember to be here at this
Jbnur of the morning. Some members can-
not stand all-night sittings. The member
for 'Mt. Marg-aret, of eon rse, can stand any-
thing; lie is an old campaigner, but the
younger memabers semr to tire, and conse-
quently the information that the Minister
and th country ought to have is nob given.
The members from the Murchison have some-
thing to say about the Lands Dlepartment.

Mr. Marshall: The administration dur-
ing- the last 12 mionthis has been perfect.
I have no complaint to make.

lion. Sir JA-MES -NIITCHELL: I am
pleased to hear that. The hon. member will
toll the House that it is so and he will no
doubt suggest to other nmember,; how they
can have the same treatment applied to them.
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The Minister for Lands: Why are you
stonewallingi

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
only giving the Minister some advice.

The Minister for Lands: You are not
talking about the Estimates.

Hona. Sir JA S MITCHELL: I am
talking about land in Meekatharra. The
same thing has to be done concerning the
wh eat belt.

Mr. Lindsay: You know that we will
have our say.

Hon. Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: Mr.
Speaker will have to be brough in to give
thle Minister his advice concerning the Es-
peranee lands.

The Minister for Lands: It would do
YOU at lot of good to hear wvhat has hasp-
penedl in these different places. You would
be ashamed if You were told all the things
that bad not been done.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I wish
the Minister would not make insinuations.

The Minister for Lands: You wasted
thousands of pounds in the Esperanee and
Albany districts on your experiments.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do
not know that we did. I know that the
Minister has spent more money than I did.
If he thought I wasted money, why did be
not say so before?

The Minister for Lands: I had some re-
spect for you until you began to throw
dirty mud here.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Han. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have

not thrown any mudl.
The Minister for Lands: If you start

throwing- mud, I will throw some.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I was

not aware that I had been throwing any
mudl. I was merely advising how informa-
tion could be given to the Minister. I have
no objection to him throwing mud although
I will not do so mnyself.

The Minister for Lands: You attempted
it on several occasions to-night.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I did
nothing of the kind.

Mr. Marshall: It is done when the House
adjourns.

I-on. Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: I do
not want any difference Shown towards me
by menmbers outside the House. I prefer a
Straight-out statement to an insinuation.
Let the Mhinister Ar Lands make some de-
fiaie statement so that I may reply to it.

The CHAIRMAN: I think we have had
enough of this sort of thing.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: I am
entitled to say that much. I am not con-
scious of having" wasted thle State's money
in any unnecessary way at Esperanee. I
know the Minister has had 10 months of
control of the Lands Department, and of
the work at Espernee and elsewhere.

The 'Minister for 'Mines: He has been
making good your errors and he has been
very generous about it.

1{on. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do
not want anyone to treat me generously.

The Minister for 'iMines: But he has
done so.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
not asked for it. The Minister for Mines
does not understand. He is not a fair
judge.

The Minister for Mines: I am a good
judge in this ease.

Honl. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I can
remember when the Minister for Mines
criticised the ex.Minister for Mines, and
told him what ought to be done with regard
to State batteries, and now he has estab-
lished batteries all over the State.

The CHAIRMAN: The lion, member is
not in order in referring to State batteries.

Hon. G. Taylor: He has put them up-
The 'Minister for Mines: Where they

ought to he.
Honl. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I shall

expect the Minister for Lands to say where
this money has been wasted, and on what
ground, when he replies to the debate.

The Minister for Mines: Some of the
motley has been wasted in carrying on your
schemes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister for Mines wants a little more
soothing syrup to keel) him quiet. There
is a good deal that ought to be said on land
settlement, but I do not feel inelirellto Say
it at this hour of the morning. I do, how-
ever, resent the insinuation of thle Minister

for Lands. I do not know that I have mnde
any insinuations myself. I told him I pro-
posed to discuss matters when we reached
the Loan Estimates, as he himself suggested.
I understood lie did not propose to discuss
these Estimates at great length, and he
rather thought w-c should not do so either.
1 agree that the proper place to discuss
these matters is on the Loan Estimates.
They are all-important to the future of the
country. I am going to the group settle-
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inents this morning at. half-past 7. 1 have
not been there, I suppose, since the Minis-
ter took office. He will, therefore, know
more about that part of the State than I
do now. The other day I went to the Peel
Estate for the first time since I left office.
I was delighted with the result of the work
there. It will turn out to be a very success-
ful farming centre. The settlers are pro-
ducing stuff for a market that is within a
few miles of them. The~y are turning out
valuable products such as vegetables, milk,
etc. The Peel Estate is a good property. I may
be accused of having wasted money there.
I suppose anyone who starts anything new
will not get as much out of it on the first
run as will be obtained afterwards. Pos-
sibly a lot of the money that was spent on
the land last year will not come back, but
we shall get a return from it in the long
run. If we get a result fromi [ie losses and
also a good result from the gains I do not
know that we shall have much to complain
about. I thought the Minister was, satisfied
that the money bad been spent wisely. I
should like to knowv where the losses have
been incurred that night have been avoided
if the Minister had had anything- to do with
the matter. I am going to openi the first
group show at IKacridale on Saturday. I
promised to go, so I am going-; otherwise
I would have had nmuch pleasure in staying
with members for another hour or so.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

MR. UINDSAY (71oodyay) [4.60]: These
Estimates are being dealt with in an at-
mosphere different from that which pre-
vailed last year. I am sorry for that, be-
cause the Lands Estimates are the most im-
portant. I am elected principally by land-
holders and my views may be different from
those of Ministers. However, it is my duty
to express them here.

The Minister for Lands: I am not object-
ing to that

Mr. LINDSAY: One does not care to dis-
cuss such important Estimates at this hour
of the morning. Last year the Minister for
Lands dealt with the light lands question,
and reported that nine and a half million
acres out of twelve and a half millions were
useless, or words to that effect. I then said
that the light lands had been condemned as
useless some years previously, but that since
then many settlers had taken up the light
lands and proved them to be of value. I

suggest to the Minister that he should collect
the inifornation already available. I am
sorry that the reports of Mr. Bostock, who
was appointed to examine our light lands,
are not available.

The Minister for Lands: They have been
published in the Press.

Mr. LINDSAY: I have a cutting from.
one of them here. We who live in the light
lands districts have seen failures and sac-
cesses on the light lands. There is a great
variety of light lands in Western Australia,
and they represent one of the biggest pro-
blems of the wheat belt and of Western Aus-
tralian agriculture generally. Any light that
that can be thrown on such an important
problem should he given to the Chamber. I
had the Minister for Lands, and later the
Minister for Works, at Dowerin and they
saw quite a number of samples of light lands
in that district. It was the influence thus
brought to bear that led to the appointment
of a hoard of inquiry. It has been proved
that there are in Western Australia large
areas of land which are classed as worthless
by the Lands Department and the Agricul-
tural Department. Those lands are, in fact,
not worthless, as has been proved in certain
districts for some years. These Estimates
refer to the Agricultural Bank. For some
considerable time I have been trying to get
the Agricultural Bank trustees to look at
this question in a different light from that
in which they regarded it formerly. The
policy of the Bank has been not to advance
a man any money unless he has 600 acres
of first class land. Up to 1914 the policy
was to advance money to people fannin g
light lands. Unfortunately a good deal of
the light land was wodgil, which has since
becn proved useless. For some years now we
have been farming second class lands, testing
them by experimental plots on many second
class farms. The information is available
to the Agricultural Department. Near our
railways it is not possible to get large areas
of first class land. The consequence is that
blocks are being taken up in the eastern
districts, including 400 or 500 acres of first
class land and probably 600 acres of second
class land. My practical experience leads
me to regard the second class land on those
areas as being just as good as first class. I
am prepared to say that over a long series
of years the second class land will produce
better crops than the first class land-. Hun-
dreds of thousands of acres of the light land
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are under crop, and we have seen the results.
Notwithstanding that fact the Agricultural
Bank trustees do not recognise second class
as being land. The peculiarity of light land
is that it does not require so much rainfal
as first class land does. Properly farmed
it produces as good crops as first class land
in various parts of the country. At Ben-
cubbin Mr. Hopwood from light land,
which the Agricultural Bank classes as
worthless, last year took 23 bushels to the
acre, and this year expects to do
the same. However, the trustees of the
Agricultural Bank will not alter their
opinion and classify his land. T6l
reason, of course, is that the Government
departments learn nothing and forget no-
thing. There certainly were failures on
light lands in 1915 and 1919 owing to the
wrong methods adopted-in many cases,
probably by the wrong min, in other eases
without sufficient manure.

The Minister for Lands: The men who
dealt with the matter are not Government
officers at all.

M1r. LINDSAY: I shal connect my re-
marks with Government officers. The posi-
tion is that under heavy rainfall these lands
were condemned. Since then they have been
proved. In 1919 the Land Act was amended
so that the Minister might demand the fall
survey fees. In those days land was selected,
and afterwards found to be unavailable for
Agricultural Bank loans, whereupon it was
abandoned. The Lands Department said
then, and stifl say, that that represents a
loss to the country. They contended that
the money had been paid a-way in survey
fees, that the block had been abandoned,
and that therefore the money was lost. The
money has not heen lost. In those days
land was selected for speculative purposes,
and when the idea of getting a loan did
not materialise, the land was abandoned.
Practically the whole of the land then sel-
ected, has been re-selected and survey fee
have been paid on it. On Plan 33/18, comn-
prising 600,000 acres, less than 200,000 being
first class lend, not one block is to-day avail-
able for selection. That fact shows that
the whole of the land, irrespective of whether
it is first, second, or third class, has been
taken uip and is being brought into use.
Now I want to connect my remarks with
the Survey Department. To-day I have sev-
eral letters from people who cannot obtain
land. Unfortunately and incorrectly, the

Lands Department told them that the land
I referred to was worthless. Yet when one
selects some of that land one has to pay
from 7s. to 10s. per acre for it. And still
the Agricultural Bank trustees say ttiaL land
is of no value and refuse to advance on
it. These people, however, are prepared to
take up that land. The Lands Department,
which ought to encourage them, says to them,
"You shall he treated differently fromi a
man who has selected first class land, or
who has selected in the past, and
you shall pay the full survey fees
before you get the land." The con-
sequence is that they cannot borrow
money, and they are deprived of what little
capital they may have at the start. The
particular country I am referring to was
inspected by Mr. Bostock, whose report was
referred to in the "West Australian" as
follows:-

When Mr. A. Bostock completes his teak
wbicb the Minister for Lands (Mr. W. C.
Angwia) entrusted to him, which he hopes to
do in a few days, he will have inspected -about
3,500,000 acres of light lands within la
miles of a railway. The land extenids from
Mullewa in the north, to Onowangerup in the
south, and to Yerbilloa, beyond Westonia, in
the cast. Generally, Mr. Boetock has reported
that these light lands are suitable for oats avd
sheep, and that a good deal of the land. be-
tween Dowerin and Wongan Hills is suitable
for wheat. It is stated that as a result of Mr.
Bostoek's report on the land between Dowerin
and 'Woan Hills a considerable area of that
land has been taken up.
I referred to this area when speaking on the
Estimates last year. I then said that the so-
called third class land was suitable for wheat
growing, and Mr- Rostock has reported to
that effect. A considerable area of that typo
of country haa been selected since the- re-
port was presented. To-day many people,
including young fellows who have been work-
ing on farms, as well as the sons of farmers,
have gone out 20 or 30 miles away from a
railway and selected holdings. The handi-
cap they are faced with is that the Govern-
ment are prepared to take away from themn
what little capital they have. They are re-
quired to pay the survey fees, and that is
an injustic. A sum of fl or E10 in the
early days of a settler's occupancy of a
holding is worth more than £100 a few years
later on. If men take up land under these
circumstances they should receive every en-
cour'agemeint.

The Minister for Lands: I cannot follow
you. You said you referred to land dealt
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with by Mr. Bostock within l2'/Z wiles of
a railway. Now you say the settlers have
taken tip holdings,20 or 30 miles away.

Mr. LINDSAY; I say that Mr. Bostock
went through the country, because people
saw Itim there, between Dowerin and Won-
gain Iis. The department regard the couin-
try as third class land, but much of it has
been selected during the last 12 months.

The Minister for Lands: But Mr. Bos-
toek referred to land within ftV. miles of
a railway, and that which you refer to is
upwards of 30 miles away from a railway.

Mr. LINDSAY: 1 understand that M1r.
Restock went to Dowerin first and examined
the land to the north. The land that has
been taken up is similar to the areas in that
district. My objection to' the action of the
department is that these people hare gone
a long way out in order to take up the farms
on which the Agricultural Bank will not ad -
vance them a shilling. Nevertheless, the
Lands Department make those people pay
so much per acre, They say, "Because you
are taking up this land you cannot get any
maoney from thle Agricultural Banik, but we
will charge you survey fees." They take any-
thing from £30 to £40 iii cash from those
settlers, and that is not right because they
are bona fie occupants of the property.
The department say that the men will be
allowed to take up the land on thle 5-years
basis, and they claim that they have lost
money in those areas. As a matter of fact,
there has been no loss. Although many
blocks that were selected in earlier days have
been abandoned, -those blocks are held by
other settlers to-day.

Mr. Marshall: 'Was nothing written off
those properties in sonic instances?

Mr, LINDISAY: No, there arc no agricul-
tural advances in connection with those
blocks. When we find that men are willing
to go out and work that class of land, they
should not be penalised by being required
to pay the survey fees to the Lands Depart-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: You must rememn-
ber that this is done uinder free selection
conditions, with the result that the settlers
take uip the best parts of the area.

Mr. LINDSAY: The Lands Department
does not look upon those areas as suitable
land at all. Yet they compel the settlers to
pay those survey fees. Rather than impose
those charges, the men should be encouraged.
I agree with the Minister that free selection
is not right, but in this instance free sclec-

Lion lies been going onl for years. It is nOW
shown that the land is not useless, In
view of Mr. Bostoek's report, I hope the
departmentall view -wjll change regarding
those areas. It is a new policy adopted by
the Agricultural Banik tlilit lands cannot be
mnade available, to wen unless they are with-
in a radius of 121/,_ miles of a railway. I1
have vet to learn that any first or second
class latnd has resulted in a loss to the Agri-
cultural Banik. The losses have been onl
wyodgil country ori poor1 tandplain areas.
MKost of the losses have been iii reslpct of
.A.B. sustenance. The country I refer to

partiecilarly is north at' Ejanding, aind
one day a railway will gyo through there.
When thie %-niue is there and] the railway is
hound to come, the Bank should recogunise it
and should assist improvements before the
railway, does come. When first going Onl
the land I wvent 40 miles fromt a railway, and
although it took mne a considerable time 'to
get a loan froni thle Banik, yet tile Bank did
advance in those days for considerably over
121/ miles from a railw'ay. 1 agree that it
might h~e risky' to advance 100 per cent., but
certainly somle assistance should he given be-
fore thle railway is aetuially built. The Iiti-
istci' dealt with the large area of country
now being surveyed north of Kalkalling.
Before we throw open that land for settle-
mient, I hope steps will be taken to establish
anl exp~erimenltal farm in the area. I believe
that land can be farmed successfully enough
by the right mnen farming in the right way.
In -the interests, not only of the men who go
there, but of the- State also, we should have
sonmc control over the mnebods to be used.
T' should like to see Mr. Bostock's report
as soon as possible. When one remarks
the large areas still undeveloped in the older
settled portions of the wheat helit in cease-
qjuence of so much light land, one realises
that it is a very big proposition. In the
Wyaleatehemn district the statistical subdi-
visjionis contain three plans. On those three
plans there were only 171,000 acres under
crop last year; yet one of those lplans, 33/SO,
produced more wheat than did any other
plan in Western Australia. The area under
(-o was a very small portion of the whole.
So we hare only just touched the possibili-
ties of' the wheat belt. From my knowledge
of mny own electorate I should say that with-
in a few short years we shall there be pro-
during- more nearly 20,000,000 bushels of
wheat than the 5,600,000 bushels that we
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produced last year. There is in
torate no lend that cannot he put
plough, and the bulk of it for wheat
the last 12 months I1 have taken ui
of 700 acres adjacent to my plae
that nobody else wanted. Althougl
of it consists of deep yellow sand, I
fled that I can put it to profitable
the other side of mae is a sziia l o
can turn into good wheat paddock
the past nobody has wanted eitbei
blocks. The Ag ,ricultural Bank a
should alter their attitude as to thi
of first class land required before a
be advanced. The second class con
demned by the hank in the past
opinion, quite as good as the first c
so when I say that my electorate i~
grfeow 20,000,000 bushels of wheat
next few years, I am not exaggeri

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I move--
That progress be reported.

IMotion put, and a division t
following result:-

Ayes
Noes

'Majority agrainst

M1r. Brown
Mr. nlavy
Mr. Demiton
Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Mann

asr. Angwlo
Mr. Cheason
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mbr. Covrey
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Lambert
Mir. Larnond
Mr. Lutey

AYES.

Noss.

ekes

Sir .Jaaues
Mr. North
Mr. .1. H.
M r. Toyloi
Mr. Sumps

Mr. Marsh
Mr. McCmal
Mr. Mumumi
Mr. Sleern
Atr. Troy
Mr. A. W
Mr. Willer
NI r. Witbei
Mr. Heron

Motion thus neg-atived.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [5.
Minister's speech was of great i
country members. The trouble
have not time to give it the consii
deserves. References were made to
of the surveyors. Reading the rep
Surveyor General one must be st
the activity in the country darm,
12 mnonthsi. East and north of
somiething like 11

/2 million acres

that elec-
under the

.Within
p a block

ta block
the bulk

am satis-
use. On
Ac that I
:s; yet in
rof these

surveyed, and active work has been carried
on in the North-West and in other parts of
the State. The Surveyor General's report.
Otates-

In view of the scarcity of suitable wheat and
sheep land within reasonable reach or a rail-
wvay, and the continuous demand for land of
that description, it was decided to proceed with
the close classification of the uinlienated Crown
lands north of the Bencubbin railway, and ex-
teading from the Lakes Pastoral Company's
station to the settled areas west of Boilfinch.

LUthOflties I have the plans of the surveys made in that
equantity country. While I am satisfied there are some
loa.n will stretchecs of good country, there is certainly

intry con- a great dleal of land which may he classed as
is, in my good grazing country. The same applies
lass land; to the country cast of Newdegate to which
slikely to the Mlinister referred. The dark portions

within the onl the plan I hold in niy hand show the first-
ating. class country, and the shaded portion ii

almost on a par with the first-class coun-
try. The pale markings indicate the
lighit land, or good grazing countrV,

1with the A second plan marked 'in the same way
indicates that the first-class landi occurs in

11 only small lots. The bulk of that country
is is light land. I take it that the land re-
- ferred to is in the area north and north-east

7 of Kalkalhing and east and working into the
- north of Benbubbin, but settlement in all

that country wilt have to he undertaken
Mitchell with caution.

Smith The Minister for Lands: And a good deal
r of the other should have been.

on Ar
(Teller.) M r RIFFITIIS: T have had experi-

ence of the wheat belt during, the last 15

all years and where men hava farmned on pro-
lumn per lines in areas such as those east of Lake
a Brown, Westonia and Southern Cross,
an there is no dourbt of their success. There

an~bougb will perhaps be seasons 'when they will not
ock do so well. If we take the seasons generally,
ra and see that proper farming methods are

employed, we will ind that the country is
(Teller.) -ll rizht as far as Bodllin. r'ven towards

Bullfinch, although the country may not he
suitable for wheat growing, for the pastur-

25]: The ing of sheep on fairly large areas it should
aterest to lie caplable of profitable use. 1 was speaking-
s that we to time member for Albany (M1r. A. Wlans-
leration it brough) during- the evening and asked him
the work what he thought ahont the bottlebrush coun-

ort of the try. There are so many different classes of
nick with country in this State. It was said that the
g the last people around Neediltip and Ongerup would
Kalkalling he starved out because of The land they were
have been settled on, hut these people are now going
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in for fodder and oats and sheep, and are
making good. This is country that it was
claimed would not carry settlement. The
member for Albany said the great trouble
with the bottlebrush country was that it was
so expensive to clear, but now that tractors
and plouighs were being used it was possible
to cultivate the land at comparatively small
cost against the old cost of £25 an 'acre for
clIearing only. I{e invited me to see what
had been done along the. King and Kalgan
Rivers, where white Dutch clover is growing
so successfully.

The Minister for Lands: It costs a lot of
money to cultivate that land.

.Hr. GRIFFITHS: The member for Al-
bany Bays it is not suck an expensive matter,
and that it is possible to turn that land to
profitable use. Ho is very enthusiastic about
these experiments. When I saw that country
years ago I thought it would prove an im-
possible proposition.

The Minisier for Lands: There are good
pastures on it, hut it costs a lot of money
to get them there.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Recently I was -at the
foot of the Stifling Ranges, where I found
the lloir brothers aind the Muirs and others
doing quite well. It may be they have bene-
fited by the experience of their forefathers,
and arc enjoying at certain amount of un-
earned increment.

Lient.-Colonel Dienton: Do you undierstand
f arming?

KMr. GRIPITHS : I was born on a farm
and reared on one. My experience was
gained in the Old Country. I have been
taught to observe things more keenly than
perhaps many Australians have been taught.
'The MIinister referred to the country be-
tween Salmon Gumns and Norseman. I was
astounded to learn that such a big area of
wheat-growing- land was availnbla there. He
referred to the area coming withint the ehissi-
fication of that country, and said. the classi-
fication had been completed. The area corn-
prised 680,000 acres, 420,000 of which was
looked upon as wheat-growing land. It is
said to he capable of settlement for a radius
of 15 miles on each side of the surveyed rail-
way, and of providing for 150 settler. Many
of our young fellows complain that 'the new
chum is getting preference in the matter of
land, and that they are not getting the oppor-
tunities they ougA.

The Minister for Lands: That is only a

LieuL.-Colonel Denton: It is correct.
Mr. GRIFFITHS. I know of some young

fellows who have applied six or eight times
for land. I do not want them to be given
any unflair preference, but when a fellow is
continually hanging about the Government
offies. to take up land, he should be given a
chance to get it and should noz be kept wait-
ing too long. After failing in lii missioli
two or tbrce times. the average man becomes
fed up -and adopis some other calling than
farmin I have in mind a young fellow -at
Meckering, aged about 30, who came out from
England. le migrated with the idea of going
on the land. He has a position in the
Water Supply Department and is doing
fairly well. He and his father are
prepared to go on the land and have applied
6ighl timecs for sa block. 1 have recommended
them to the board, and said they would make
good farmers and be a success. This young
fellow has been turned down every time. It
is A, hard matter, when there is so little land
within easy reach of a railway, to suit all
thea;c lpeople. The report that there is still
a considerable amount of land available is
of groat interest to me.

[31r. La toy resumed the Chair.]

Tire Mlinister for Lands: The land may be
Available but most of the applicants have no
money.

11r. GRIFFITH-S: That is the trouble. I
was recently travelling along the Stirling
Ranges with a man who knows a great deal
about the country. I remarked to hinm that
this country was not much good. He replied
that lie did not see why land of that descrip-
tion should not turn out to be good agricul-
tural land. I think this would apply to the
land sonib of Gnowangernp and round about
Borden, where the land is known to he ex-
cellent. The main point I wish to enmphasise
is in regard to the classification of lend north
and east of Berebbin and on beyond Kal-
kalling. The report states--

The classification north and eastward of Ben-
cubbin to beyond Kalkalling disclosed some
fair strips of forest COUntry. but a very' large
portion of the area can only be classed as third
!las land. Instructions have been issued for
the subdivision of the country between Xalkal-
hag,. the present termindis of the railway, and
Bullfinch, and four contract surveyors have
started work.

The Minister for A--eulture said the Gov-
ernment had a better p'roposition than that
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away towards the Murebison and eastward
towards Pithara and up to Mt. Magnet, fine
country with a good rainfall. In the country
towards Butiuth the rainfall from the north-
east corner rapidly falls off. 1 listened with
inlerest to the M1inister's reference to the
E79i,000. Unlike the Opposition Leader, 1
am perfectly in accord with the Minister.
le is right in his attitude with regard to

that money. I shall have other opportunities
of going into certain matters, particularly
migration. We want to see how operations
Progress duiring- the next few months and
whe~her we shell get a big rush of people.
and how we shall provide for them if we do
get them. The problem is the preparation
Of' land to start migrants on when they arrive
here. T notice that the Under Secetary for
Lands comments on the large increase in fal-
low. Falowing- is a thing I have preached
for years, knowing its benefits. In the e tremie
east of my electorate, with proper methods of
fallowing and cultivation, the light lands will
become one of the largest producing- districts
of this State.

MR. A. WANSBROUOH (Albany)
[5.43]: It is not often I address the Chair,
but on this occasion I feel it necessary to
say something regarding experimental plots.
I congratulate the Government on their ex-
periments in the southi-eastern portion of
the State, and in that connection I also give
credit to the Leader of 'the Op)position. Ex-
periments have heen tried out, and undoubt-
4edly results have been obtained. I only re-
gret that more members do not visit the dis-
tricts, and see the results for themselves.
Thanks to the experiments, land which
formerly was regarded as worthless is now
valued at £5 per acre. It is rumoured, I
regret to say, that the Government intend to
sell these lands. I hope the Minister for
Lands will not agree to that, but will turn
the lanIs into a re'eii ing home for migrants.

The Minister for Lands: That would cost
too much money.

Mr. A. WANSBROL'GH: Instead of
taking migrants direct from the ship to the
groups, we should try them out for six
weeks. Men have gone from ship to group,
stopped there for a month or six week;, and
found the work unsuitable.

noe Minister for Lands: That is clearing.

Mr. Mann - Whet would you do with them
if they faId

Mr. A. WANBBROUGH:- I would send
them home again. If a migrant is found
p.hysieally unt for work, he certainly should
be sent back. The 'Minister also referred to
land which in the near future will be open
for selection, He indioated that a large in-
flux of Eastern States ap; licants was ex-
pected. I hope they will receive preference.

The Minister for Lands: If they have
money with which to take up land, they wiUl
go on. If they have no money, they cannot
go on.

Eon. G. Taylor: They might come under
the migration agreement.

Mr. A. WVANSEROUGH: I know one man
who has made 13 unsuccessful applications
for land to date. Our local lads and farmers'
sons are entitled to first preference. That
phase of the question should be considered.
I was pleased to hear the Minister's refer.
ences to liiht lands south-east of Newdegate.
There are hund.eds of thonlauds of acres in
tl:at dist.iet which will carry hundreds of
settlers. I support the member for Tood.
yay's advocacy regarding light lands. Many
thou~ suds of a-rcs of such Ian I, now lying
idle, can bie put to proltable use, benefiting
not only the settlers on them but also the
State as a whole. I would suggest that the
Agricultural link, insiead of advancing
money to settlers who apply for small
amounts, should purchase -additional trac-
tors and jplouglls. The clearing of bottle-
hrul country and light lands can be donc
75 per cent, cheaper to-day, and the result
will be beneficial to the State and also to the
settler. The matter should receive considers.
tion. It would mean a reduction in the cosi
of putting the land under cultivation and
the returns would be quicker.

Mr. Mann: How are the white clove:
crops progressing?

Mr. A. WA.NS'R OTJG: They are first
class. Last week a visitor from Tasmanifl
inspected them. Tasmania is the home ol
the clover, and lie told mue he had never seer
anything like the crops here.

MR, BROWN (Pinelly) [5.51 a.m.] 1
regret that the Minister has not more money
at his disposal for this rote. There is nol
one item that is not well deservrinz of tbs
hecart-y support of ho~n. membhers. The Goy.
erment realise that they must fall back or
production in order to assure the welfan
of the State. History shows us that thE
mining industry has always declined.
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The Minister for Lands: Only Labour
Governments have done anything for the
men on the land.

Mr. BROWN: I have nothing to say
against the Government.

Mr. Mann : But you do not qutite agree
with the -Minister's statement.

Mr. BROWN: If the Country Party
were in power we would do more still.

The Minister for Lands: You would not
do half as much. 1 have had six or seven
years' experience of the Couintry Party
members and I know themi.

Mir. BROWN: You hlave not known me.
The Minister for Agriculture: What we

have seen of you does not give ns much
hope.

Mr. BROWN :The population of
America is increasing by leaps and bounds
and soon 'will overtake the local production
of grain. The result will be that sooner or
later America will have to, import wheat.
Canada is advancing along- the same lines
and the indications are that the world will
have to fall back upon Australia for wheat
supplies.

Mr. Sleeman: What abont Russia?
Air. BROWN: Under existing circumr-

stances both Russia and Siberia represent
unknown quantities while the populations
of China, India and other Asiatic countries
are increasing rapidly and soon will require
greater food supplies. Probably these coun-
tries will also look towards Australia for
their wheat. I am glad, therefore, that the
Government appreci 'ate the necessity for en-
couraging the growth of cereals in this
State. The Government should have no
hesitation in encouraging the Agricultural
Bank to advance money to farmers, pro-
vided improvements are carried out on the
holdings. The Governmient should not hesi-
tate to advance money for the development
of new areas, even though those areas may
not be very close to existing railways. If
there are suitable areas that are not ad-
jacent to railways then mnore railways
should be built.' I agree with the Minister
that there should be no selection of land be-.
fore surveys have been carried out. That
sort of thing tends to create hardship where
our own boys are concerned. From the
standpoint that when blocks are surveyed
before selection they have to be advertised
for a considerable period and applications
have to be dealt with by a hoard. It may
be that some of our boys have been endea-
vouring to secure blocks for months and

yet may be rejected by the board because
they are single, and married men have to
get the preference.

Mr. Clydesdale: Why should they not
get it?

Mr. BROWN: That is quite right, but
our Western Australian boys should have
the opportunity to acquire land. Nine out
of ten boys who aire reared onl farms repre-
sent the type that will make a success on
the land, wvhereas very often a married man
with a family, who is given a block, has
lad no experience of farming work and lie
becomes a failure.

Mr. Sleem an: You would not allow themi
to pick out the eyes?

Mr. BROWN: No, and I agree with the
Minister on that l)oint. We have found
that our light lands are more valuable than
we anticipated. In some districts where
the land was dleclared by the officials to be
110 good, crops averaiging betwe-en 12 and
15 bushels to the acre have bee-i reached.

The Minister for rLainds: The trustees of
thie Agricultural Bank are practical men
who hlave to accept the responsibility re-
garding public funds that they lend, and
therefore they must be Careful.

Mr. B3ROWN: I admnit they are care-
ful.

Mr. Lindsay: Too careful.
Mr. BROWN: Yes. Ours is a wheat-

growing Country and the trustees should not
hesitate to advance money.

The Minister for Lands.: We have lost
a lot of money on light lands.

Mir. BROWN: Notwithstanding that,
the expenditure w-ill prove good for the
future. As to group settlement work, I
have travelled all over Australia and I know
where the good agricultural lands are to be
found. Within a certain distance of the
seaboard there is the strip of land suitable
for agriculture. There is really no land
'Available in the Eastern States for selection
and blocks have to he purchased. Western
Australia is the only' State withi land avail-
able for selection. This is an important
factor and will aid Western Australia in
the future. We must realise that we have
good land mid encourage people to take it
up. The group settlement scheme was a
hold venture and what failures there have
been have arisen because eome men who
were without experience were put on the
land.

Mr. J. HI. Smith: There have been no
failures yet.
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Mr. BROWN: I am pleased to hear
that. We know the opportunities there
are for the dairying industry and pig rais-
ing, There is always a mnarket in the world
for butter. At the same time we must pro-
duce enough to feed our cow;, and I am
convinced that the land will produce suffi-
cient fodder for our herd. That being so,
we should have no hesitation in asserting
that the scheme willI prove successful. Should
there be any failures it will probably be
because there arc cou's-and cows.

air. Clydesaec: There is doubt about
that.

Mr. BROWN: A man may purchase 15
or 20 head and they may prove to be a use-
less lot. Many useless animals have been
sent to the group settlements, and it will take
a considerable time to weed them out Still,
there can be no doubt about the ultimate
future of dairying in the group settlements.
Inevitably there will be individual failures,
but in the main the settlers must succeed. We
have in the State vast areas of light land
that will produce wheat. Unfortunately, the
Ag-ricultural Bank will not grant a loan, ex-
cept there be a stipalate&, proportion of first
class land in the holding. The policy of the
Bank ought to be liberalised, for all the
holdiers of wheat land are. vractieal men.

31r. Marshall: You were arguing the other
way just now.

Mr. BROWN: No, they are all practical
mnen, and should be encouraged. We have a
climate unequalled for. cereal growing.
Southern Cross is now growing- wheat, and
I make no doubt that ultimately it will be
grown up as far as Kalgoorlie. All we want
is population.

Mr. Clydesdale: What are you doing about
it?

Mr. BROWN: Of course, every setter
wvho goes on the land looks to the Govern-
muent for assistance. Nevertheless I am con-
vinced there is a brighit future for Western
Australia, and that the State w,,ill one day
become the biggest wheat producer in the
Commonwealth. The development of the North
will take some time, hut if we can induce
capitalists to go there, they will be able to
.make the land produce very profitably. There
is no item in the Estimates to which anybody
can object. I only wish we bad more money
to plece at the disposal of the Minister for
Lands. Whatever Government are in power,
they mnust look to the agricultural and past-
oral industries to bring prosperity to the
State.

MR. SAMYSON (Swan) [6.101: 1 move-
That progress be reported.

Motion (progress) put and a *dvisior
taken with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes - .. 17

Majority against 7.

Mr. Brown
Mr. Davy
Mr. Denton
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Mann

Mr. Angwln
Mr. Obeason
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr, Collier

Mr. Coverley
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lamond
Mr. Marshall

Aysa.

No's.

dir. North
Mr. Sampson
Mr. S. H. Smith
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Griffiths

(Teller.)

Mr. MicCallum
Mir. Munsle
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Troy
Mr, A. Wain brOUgh
&Ir, Wiflooch
MT. Withers
Mr. Heron

(Teller.

Mlotion thus negatived.

THE PREMIER: I move-

That tike Committee do now divide.

lion. G. Taylor: That is not playing th
game.

The Premier: YTes, it is; you are stone
walling.

Mr. J. Hf. Smnith: It is not fair.
The Premier: It is fair.

Motion (to divide) put and a divisio
taken with the following result-

Ayes
Noes

17
- .. .. 10

Majority for .

Mr. Angwin
Mr. Cbessein
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mr. Coverlay
Mr. Cunningham
M r. Hieron
Mr. Laniand
Mr. McCallum

MrT. Brown
Mr. Dean
Mr. OriMtbs
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Mann

Mr. North

.. 7

Arse.
Mr. Munsle
Mr. Panton
Mr. Sleemian
Mr. Tray
Mr. A. Wansbroiigh
Mr. Wilicock
Mr. Withers
Mr. Marshall

(Tellcr.

NOas.
I Mr. Sampson

I Mr. J. H1. Smith
Mr. Taylor

I Mr. Davy
I (Toer.)

Motion thus passed.
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The CHAIRMAN: The questi
the vote "Lands and Surreys" be

Vote put and a division taken
following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Mfajority for

Mr. Angwin
Mr. CbesoD
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
M r. Coverley
Mr. Cunninghamn
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lagnond
Mr. Marshall

Air. Brown
Mr. Denton
M r. Griffiths
Mr, Lindsay
Mr. Mean

Mr. North

'Vote thus passed.

Ayes,

NosE,

Mr. finest
Mr. Atasl
Mr. Sleerni
Mr. Tray
Mr. A. W
Mr. Wilico
Mr. Withel
Mr. Heron

on is that Ron. G. TAYLOR: The Premier applied
agreed to. the gag in the first place.

with the The Premier: You will get the gag again
as often as I think fit to apply it.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: That is a fine threat.
17 This is a sorry way to control the business
10 of the House. You, Mr. Chairmn=, should
- not anlow the Premier to threaten the House

7with being gagged and gagged again. l'ani
-only asking for fair play.

The Premier: You keep to the vote.
turn Hon. G. TAYLOR: I will not allow the
e Premier to tell me he is going to gag us on

in the Estimates.

ansbrougb The CHAiRMAN: Order! The bon.
Ck member must stick to the vote. He mast not
rs talk about gagging.

(Tefller,) Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Premier said he
would apply the gag again.

The Premier: You caused me to apply the
Mr. Sampson
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Davy

Vote-A gri cultural Bank, Industries As-
sistance Board, Soldiers' Land Settlement,
£41,754:

Item-General Manager - and Managing
Trustee Agricultural Bank, £1,000:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: This is en important
department about which we have heard a
great deal. I hope the Minister will give us
a review of its activities.

The Minister for Lands: I have already
done that fully. You have had all you are
going to get.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Minister cer-
tailly did make a few remarks about it at 2
o'clock in the morning. It is all very well
to try. to introduce Beaufort-street rules and
Moscow regulations here.

The CHAIRMAN: The lion. member must
stick to the vote.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I have been in this
House a good while.

The Premier: Stick to the Estimates.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: I have never heard

of the gag being applied like this before.
The Premier: I rise to a point of order.

Surely the hon. member must keep to the
item before the Chair, and must not be al-
lowed to talk about Moscow, about gagging,
and about Beaufort-street,

gag.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: I had scarcely spoken.

You applied the gag- in the first place.
The Premier: I will repeat the application

whenever I think fit.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! Mleabers must

discuss this vote.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: I want to know what

arc the outstanding accounts in connection
wvith the Agricultural Bauk. I also wish
to clear up the remark made by the Mlinister
for Lands concerning the Leader of the Op-
position. The 'Minister said- my Leader had
wasted money in land settlement at Albany
and Esperance. The member for Albany,
hiow ever, said that the district around Al-
bany was flourishing.

The CHAIRMAN: What item is the bon-
member dealing with'?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am talking about
land settlement at Albany and Esperance.

The CHAIRMAN: But what is the item!t
Hon. G, TAYLOR: I am speaking gener-

aly.
The CHIERMAN : The general discussion

has been closed. The Mfinis;ter and members
have been discussing these matters generally
the whole night. The general discussion has
been on the Minister's votes, and the only
discussion that can now be allowed is on the.
items.

lion. G. TAYLOR: I am speaking, to the
first item. I want to know where the money
has been wasted at Albany. The Minister
made this statement either without founda-
tion or with the full knowledge of the depart-
ment he has been administering for 18

I
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mouths& Has thre manager of the Agricul-
tural Bank been an accessory to this waste
that is alleged to have Occurred 9 Was that
money wasted with the knowledge of a man
to whom we are paying £1,000 a year to look
after these things? I shall not let this
item go through on the Minister's bald state-
ment that he has said all he intends to say.
Is not that a brutal way to treat a House
whic-h is handling the people's money? We
are not to be browbeaten simply because wve
are -a minority. Such a thing has never been
known before in the bistory of this Parlia-
ment.

The Premier: Get out! You yourselves
did it a dozen times, a hundred times.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Your Minister was
simply speaking from pique and anger.

The Premier; I rise to a point of order.
The statement about a 'Minister for Lands
wasting money has nothing to do with the
salary of the manager of the Agrclua
Bank. g relua

Hon. G. TAYLOR: What is the point of
order I

The Premier: That the hon. member is
out Of order in discussing the question of
any money that may have been wasted by
a M inister for Lands.

The CHAIRMAN: I will read Standing
Order 386a-

Notwithstanding the provisions of Standing
Order No. 372, no member (except the Minis-
ter, who shall have tbe right of reply) shall
speak more than once during-(a) A general
discussion on the whole of the Estimates held
on the first vote; (b) A general discussion on
the administration of a Minister's department
held on the first rote of that department.
We have had a general discussion, which is
closed. andwe can no"' only deal with items.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: I am dealing with
Item No. 1.

The CHAIRMAN: I take it the manager's
saary is the only matter
can deal with.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Am
cussing Item No. It

Thre CHAIRMAN: Yes,
ally discussing it

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: I
vote this officer's salary.

the hon. member

I in order in dis-

but not in gener-

am called on to
An assertion has

been made here this morning that the officer
allowed public money to be wasted.

The Premier: Not so.
Hon. 0. TAYLOR: Yes. "Mansard" will

prove it.
The Minister for Lands: That offieer had

nothing to do with it.

The Premier: It was the Minister.
Ron. G. TAYLOR: The Minister for

Lands has told us that no money can be
let out of this bank except by the authority
of the trustees.

The Minister for Lands: That money did
not come from the Bank.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Minister is shuf-
fling now.

The Minister for Lands: I do not shuffle
for you or for anybody else.

Ron. 0. TAYLOR: I am making the Mini-
ister shuffle. The 'Minister is now back-
pedalling.

The PREMIER: I move-
That the Committee do now divide.
Motion put and a division

following result:-
Ayes -

Noes .

Mr. Angwia
Mr. Chosn.
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. U~mbert
Mr. Lamons
Mr. Marshall

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Brown
Mr. Denton
Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Lindsay
Mir. Mean

taken with the

-. 17
-. 11

Majority for 6.

&Yes.

NOES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mir.

Mr.
Mr .
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

McCall um
Mun,l e
Sleernan
Troy
A. Wanshrougb
Wilicock
withers
He.ron

I Teller.!

Nortb
Samon.
J. H. Smith
Taylor
Davy

(Teller.)

Motion thus passed.
VTote put and passed.

Vote-Group Settlement, £5:

Item-Assistant Under Secretary, £480:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Has the Ministei
taken any action on the report of the Roya,
Commission on Group Settlement?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The re,
port dealt with the groups bef ore I ha(
control of them. My reply is "Yes; I an
putting the settlers on piece work."

Item-Controller, £604:

'Mr. J. H. SMITH: In view of the Hoya
Commission's report has the Minister corn
municated with the Controller regarding bet
terment of conditions, and will those recoin
mendations be accepted?
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The Minister for Mines: On: a point of
order, the only matter for discussion on the
item is the salary of the officer, whether lie
shall be paid his salary, not the duties of
the officer.

Ron. G. Taylor: But we are allowed to
discuss his merits.

The Minister foi Mines: If the hon. rmw-
her wants to take exception to the salary,
he must move for a reduction. He cannot
criticise the officer's activities. He should
have done that onl the vote. I hope the
discussion will confined to the salary.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can
ask questions regarding the duties of the
Controller.

M'r. J. H1. SAiITH: What are the duties
of the Controller of Group Settlement? I
hope the Minister wvili make a statemnent,
as the matter is highly important, involv 'ing
millions of money. If the officer's salary is
as showvn, £504, it is inadequate for the
amount of responsibilty he carries. Is the
Controller guided by the Under Secretary
wvho, I understand, is the mn behind the
gun at the present time? I have nothing
wvhatever against the Controller, who is do-
ing the job as wvell as he can. I wish the
Minister would make a statement.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Item
deals with the salary of the Controller who
was appointed by Sir James Mitchrell. He
acts under an advisory board from whom be
gets his instructions. He inspects the work
on the groups to see that everything is pro-
ceeding in a proper way, and advises the
senior supervisors regarding the desires of
the board.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-! .migration, f6,359:

Mr. SAMPSON: The member for Tood-
yay was on his feet addressing you, Mr.
Chairnan, when you put the last Vote.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!£ I have de-
clared, the Vote agreed to, and the Vote now
uinder discussion is that relating to immigra-
tion.

Mr. SAMPSON: May I ask a, question?
The CHAIRMAN: Yes, if you wish to

refer to an Item.

Item-Officer in Charge, £588:

Mr. SAMNPSON: Everyone is interested
in the development of the South-West and
is anxious to know how the immigrant is
dealt with. Will the Minister make a state-

ment on this question? It is a matter of
general interest. I want to know 'whether
the migrants are arriving in reasonable
numbers and whether the groups are ready
for theme on arrival.

The CHAIRMAN: You must ask some
question bearing on the Item.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is the duty of the
officer to look after migrants, and I wish to
know if the Minister can give an approxi-
mate idea as to the number of migrants
at-riving monthly.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I did not
expect such a question from the nem-
her for Swans hecause he controlled,
Or was supposed to corittrol, this
branch of the department for two years.
Prior to the time I took charge of the de-
pertinent an arrangement had been made
wvith the Commonwealth Government tinder
which this officer acted as the Commonwealth
Migration Officer ats well. He looked after
the collection of payments due to the Corn-
inonwealth Government for which the State
received anl allowvanee of about £156 a year.
The number of migrants brought out last
year was 3,304.

Mr. LINDSAY: Is this officer in charge
of the selection of migrants?

The Minister for Lands: No, he receives
them at Fremantle.

Mr. LINDSAY: The reason I mentioned
the selection of migrants by this officer was
that during the evidence taken by the Group
Settlement Commission, we questioned an of-
ficer who dealt with migrants and he told us
that the only qualification a newcomer re-
quired to enable him to go on a group was
that he was a married man. I desire to
know if any variation from that had been
made in the interim

The Minister for Lands: This item refers
to Mr. Craweour.

Mr. LINDSAY: I think that was the wit-
ness's name. As we have been bringing out
a large number of married people, I was in-
terested in the information we received that
these people did not know where they wdre
going to, or what they were to do when they'
arrived here. When they arrived here a
number of inquiries were wade and subse-
quently those questions boiled down to the
single one, "Are you married?"

Thle MINISTER FOR LANDS: The bon.
member has received information that is COr-
rect. That was the practice adopted by the
former Government during the latter por-
tion of their regime. The intention was that
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the migrants on arrival here, should work on
the land for six months before going to a
block on the groups. It was discovered that
there 'Were sn many married people Arriing
that the authorities were not able to place
them. The farmers in the country districts
would not take any married people with fam-
ilies, and some change had to be made. Thus
the married settlers were taken straight away
and placed on the groups. When I took
office one of the first things that happened
was that we had 160 families to provide for,
and I had not one block for them. I did not
want to- go into this matter at the present
stage, but the hon. member has asked for the
information. Since then those who have been
coming out for the groups have been speci-
ally selected in London, The igrants who
have been coming out have been mnerely for
the purpose of filling vacancies already
caused in the group areas. That applies to
all except the Hester group which was a
special one, The person who goes down to
the boat is Mr. McAdam and not Mr. Craw-
cour.

Item-Temporary clerical and other assist-
ance, including provision for payment of
temporary officers who may be appointed to
permanent positions, and who, when ap-
pointed, will be paid for this Vote if pro-
vision is not made elsewhere, £650:

Mir. SAMPSON: I understood that the
migration activities of the department were
to be revived, but as the amount provided
under the Item is less than formerly, I can-
not understand how there will be an increase
in these activities.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
hon. member will look at Item 5 hie will see
that it refers to clerks who are appointed to
deal with the extra business. That covers the
point referred to by the hon. member.

Item-Immigration Homes Staff, £860:.
'Mr. DAVY: Apparently there is more

than one immigration home.

The 'Minister for Lands: There is only
one at present, that at Fremantle. There
used to he several.

Mr. 'MANN: I should like to know
whether the Government are considering, the
advisability of establishing a homes school,
where migrants can get a superficial know-
ledge of what their wdrk is to be.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Goy-
ermnent are not considering it. It would
cost too much money. The training- the mi-

grants get on the group settlements is better
than the training they would get in a school.

Item-Immigrants' Home, £SOO:

Mr. J. H. SMIITH: I should like some in-
formation about this. M.Nigrants arrive here
and have to wait five or six weeks in the
borne before going on the land. They are
charged fees in that home. Are the Gov-
ernment going to compel those migrants to
pay fees through 110 fault of their own?
They come here in the expectation of going
on the land immediately on arrival. The
land is not available for them, and so they
have to wait in the home and pay fees.

The Premier: That is ancient history.
Those conditions do not apply to-day.

1MmA. J, H. SMITH: But deauands are be-
ing made to-doy on those who wvere compelled
to remain in the home for flive or six weeks
last year, and those demands have to be
met out of the migrants' sustenance. I hope
the Minister will waive the claim,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am not
going to waive this claim. This goes back to
the time -when the member for Swan (Mr.
Sampson) was in office. When a migrant
comes to Western Australia he is taken to
the honme, where lie and his family have three
days' accommodation free. Af ter that
he has. to pay a small amount for a
week or 10 days., None of this lot re-
ferred to by the lion. member caime out
to go on the groups. They came here to
get employment on the land. They have
never been pressed for the money; they
have merely been asked to pay when they
can. It is only right that they should pay
for their keep. The rate is cheap enough.
We have losses as it is, through some of the
migrants getting away.

Mfr. SAMPSON: The migrants were
given their hoard for three days at the home,
a fter which, if they could not pay, a debit
was raised against them. The arrangements
made were very proper arrangements.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Those people in the
Immigrants' Hlome gaced to go on the
land. and it was the resporsibihity of the
Government that the land was not ready for
them. The Minister gays he has already
made losses and 'wiped off certain debts. He
is camouflagving the position. I know that
these People are not being forced to pay,
but the accounts are being sent in to them.

Mr. Sampson: I f they are not treated
harshly, no one can complain.

2111
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: Have not you any
principle about you either?

The CHAIRMAN: Order]
Mr. J. H. SMITH: I had not finished

my remark. Has not the lion, member
sufficient princile, when he has a debt
hanging over his head, to desire to find out
where he stands?

Mr. Chesson: You do not suggest that
they should repudiate it, do you?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It is not a matter
of repudiation. They were in the home for
three days.

IMr. Chesson: Then they were not
charged anything.

Mrl. J. H. SMITH: They were charged.
Mr. Chesson: Not for the three days.
Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am pleading for

justice for people who are receiving only a
small amount weekly by way of sustenance
and who are living under difficult condi-
tions. They wish to know where they
stand. They are labouring under an injus-
tice. After they had signed on as group
settlers, they were kept in the home for six
or seven weeks because the Government had
no land available for them. Are they to be
charged for keep -during that period? The
amount should be viped off.

Mr. Clydesdale: What about the local
people who are looking for land?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It is all right for
the member for Canning who lives in Perth
in comfortable circumstances.

The CHAIRMAN: The lion. member
must not repent himself.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Members are not
sympathetic, because they do not understand
the circumstances, and the Minister says he
has not forced these people to pay. We do
not want force.

Mr. Clydesdale: How many times have
you received a bill and not taken any notice
Of it?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Speak for yourself.
Mr. Angelo: Anyhow, the member for

Canning should give notice of that ques-
tion.

Mr. J. IT. SMITH: It was the fault of
the State that these people were kept at
the home so long, because no land was avail-
able. I hope the debt will be wiped off. It
is only reasonable for the Government to
do that.

Hon. C. TAYLOR: I think there is a
misunderstanding.

Mr. J. H. Smith: There is no misunder-
standing.

Hon. C. TAYLOR: 1 understand that
when these people had no place to go to,
the Government found sirstenane for them.
I do not know when the debt was incurred.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Two years ago.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: The statement of

the member for Nehon differs from that of
the 'Minister. The miember for Nelson says
these people were signed on as group set-
tiers after the first three days and that the
Government had no land ready for them.
If the Minister's statement is correct, the
charge is a legitimate one.

Mr. MANN: Last year £C296 was ex-
pended and as this cost was incurred 15
months to two years ago, why does the Min-
ister anticipate an expenditure of £500 this
year?

The Premnier: We expect more migrants
this year.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
already pointed out that these matters come
mostly under Loan Estimates. The upkeep
of the home is charged to revenue, and this
amount is merely showvn to make up the
deficiency af ter persons have paid for their
accommodation. No one can guarantee that
a man arriving here will be put into a job
straight away. We only guarantee migrants
a place to stay in f or three days, and after
that they have to pay a small charge for
the first week. So far as I am aware, no
person was engaged to go on a group, but
men wecre picked tip for groups when they
Could not get other work.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That is wrong.
The MIINISTER FOR LANDS: They

were supposed to work on the land for 12
months before going into groups.

Vote put and passed.

Vote---Council of Industrial Development,
£2,397:

Item, Seeretary, £192:

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Will the Minister tell
us something about the Council of Industrial
Development?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
board ronsisfs of three members, Mr. Cates-
chini (chairman), the Under Treasurer, and
M\r. Brodrihb, who was in the Works De-
partmnt and is nowv in the Lunacy Depart-
ment. 'rhe council was designed to render
assistance to industries. They investigate
each matter. After a thorough inquiry they
say whether it would be advisable for the
Treasurer to lend the money or stand as
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guaraintee for the carrying on of the particu-
lar business, It rotust be a business that is
not already established in Western Australia.

Hon. G1. Taylor: I understand three mem-
bers of the board serve in an honorary ca-
pacity.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. The
secretary, Mr. Maeartney, is away in Bug-
land. The Commonwealth Government asked
us to transfer him to them for the Western
Australian section of the Wembley Exhibi-
tion. They are paying his salary this year.

Mr. M1ann: Is any special sum set aside for
industrial development?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
comes under the Industries Assistance Act.

Itens-Exhihit ion, £120:

Mr. DAVY: I know of the shop in Bar-
rack-street, and I used to know of the rail-
way truck that travelled around the country.
Does that truck still travel about, and do
the people who use either the truck or the
shop pay for the advertisement they get?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
no payment as regards the exhibition in
Barrack-street, or on the wharf at Freiatle.
I know nothing about the railway truck.

Hon, 0. Taylor: I do not think it has
been running for 32 months, but the users
paid £60 a year rent.

Vote put and passed.

This concluded the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the year.

Resolution reported.

House adjourned at 7.16 a.m. (F1riday).

2Lcielative Counci,
Tuesday, 241th A'ovemnber, 1925.
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INDISPOSITION or PREsihENT.
The Clerk announced that owing to the

absence of the President through indisposi-
tion, it would be necessary to appoint a
lDepuity P resident.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew-Central) [4.311: 1 mnov-

That the Chairman of Committees be ap-
pointcd Deputy President during the tent-
porary absence of the President.

Question passed.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the
Chair.

LEAVE oF ABSENCE.

OIL motion by H-on. E. H. Harris, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to lIon. .1, Cornell (South) on the ground
of urent private business.

ADDRESS-DEATH oF QUEEN
ALEXANDRA.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M1.
Drew-Central) [4.33) : I move--

That an humble address be presented to
His 'Majesty the King ad the members of
the Royal Fantily on the lamented death of
the Dowager Qu'een Alexandra,
It would not be in keepiing with the senti-
tueuts that actuate everyone of uis if we did
not place on record our heartfelt sympathy
.with the Royval Family at the death of the
Queen Mother. Owing to the advanced ase
of Queen Alexandra and the fac~t that the
dleath of His Majest-y King Edward led her
to seek a lire of selusion. veryv little i.s

known b~ h iig veneration of her great
virtue, bnt to all 0h6 older people Queen
Alexandra wvas known as one who adorned
the high vocatioln tn which she had been

-(74)
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